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Pacific Northwest 
DX Convention 


he Willamette Valley DX Club will 
host the 53rd annual Pacific North- 
west DX convention held 01-03 Aug 
2008, in Portland, Oregon. Join them for 
technical sessions, DXCC card checking, 
food, and fun. The convention will be 
held at the Monarch Hotel in Southeast 
Portland (www.monarchhotel.cc). For 
further information, contact Al Rovner, 
K7AR, at k7ar@arrl.net or check the 

club’s website at www.wvdx.org 
— WA7EQW 


Japan Hams Get 
More 80 Meter 
Privileges © 


A of 28 Apr 2008, Amateur Radio 
operators in Japan were given 
access to additional frequencies in the 
80 Meter band on a co-primary shared 
basis. As a result of this action, Japa- 
nese Amateur Radio operators are now 
allowed to operate 3599 to 3612 kHz, 
3680 to 3687 kHz, 3702 to 3716 kHz, 
3745 to 3747 kHz and 3754 to 3770 kHz. 
This is in addition to all sub-bands that 
they were previously allowed to use. 

— ARNewsline 


Ham Radio.In Space 


he 28 Apr 2008 launch of 10 sat- 
ellites aboard an Indian Space 
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Research rocket put seven Amateur 
Radio cubesats and three commercial 
scientific birds into space. Telemetry 
indicates that all solar panels and anten- 
nas were properly deployed. Other 
telemetry shows values for all on-orbit 
housekeeping activities are normal. An 
excellent source of information for each 
of these satellites can be found at: www. 
skyrocket.de/space/space.html. Also 
visit Ralph Wallio’s, WORPK, cubesat 
webpage at http://showcase.netins.net/ 
web/wallio — ARNewsline 


Market Reef Will Be 
On In July 


ord was released that six well 

known operators will activate 
Market Reef 11-14 Jul 2008. The expedi- 
tion is timed so that the operators will 
be able to take part in the [ARU High 
Frequency World Championship event 
12-13 Jul 2008. The group says that it 
will have three stations on the air on 160 
through 6 Meters. All operators will use 
their home calls portable OJ@ before 
and after the IARU contest, except for 
OHIVR, who will use OJOVR. QSL 
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each station to his or her home calls and 
OJ@VR via OHIVR. 
~ — OPDX, ARNewsline 


The VoIP Hurricane 
Net Wants You 


f you are skilled in emergency 

communications, then the Voice - 
over Internet Protocol, or VoIP Hurricane 
Net, wants you. The VoIP Net Manage- 
ment team is looking for operators from 
any geographic area to maintain a net for 
as long as emergency communications 
are required before, during, and shortly 
after hurricanes. This could be up to 24 
hours a day*‘and sometimes for several 
days. Net Control Operators from the 
Pacific, Asia, Australia, New Zealand, 
and other international areas are also 
very essential. They play a critical role 
in assisting net operations during the 


overnight hours of a North American 


activation during their local daytime. 
They do this by providing North Ameri- 
can controllers a rest period during their 
normal overnight hours. Also needed 
are Hams fluent in Spanish in order to 
further support operations in South and 
Central America, Mexico, and Puerto 
Rico. The net management team will 
be offering control operator training in 
the coming weeks. If you’re interested, 
contact Rob Macedo, KDICY, who is the 
Director of Net Operations or Scheduler 
Jim Palmer, KB1KQW, who is the net’s 
weekly Activation Net Control. Both are 
good in the callbook or at www.qrz.com. 
The VoIP Hurricane Net was created 
in 2002. It serves as a support network 
providing services to WX4NHC, the 
Amateur Radio station at the National 
Hurricane Center in Miami, Florida. 

— VoIP Net Release, ARNewsline 
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RON PARISE, 
WAASIR - S.K. 


AC and Amateur Radio 
operator Ron Parise, WA4SIR, 
died Friday 09 May after a long battle 


with cancer. | 

Ron Parise flew as a payload special- 
ist on two Space Shuttle missions. He 
first went on-orbit in December 1990 on 
STS-35 on. the Space Shuttle Columbia. 
He next flew on STS-67 on the Space 
Shuttle Endeavour in March 1995. 
These two missions, called ASTRO-1 
and ASTRO-2 respectively, carried out 
Ultraviolet and X-ray astronomy obser- 
vations. During those flights WA4SIR 
logged over 614 hours and 10.6 million 
miles in space. 

According to. ARISS International 
Chairman Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, Ron 
Parise was first licensed at age 11. From 
that point on he kept Amateur Radio at the 
forefront of everything he did, including 
his operations from space. 

During his two Space Shuttle flights 
WAA4SIR talked to hundreds of Hams on 
the ground, giving new meaning to the 
phrase the “ultimate DXpedition.” He was 


also instrumental in guiding the develop-- 


ment of a simple Amateur Radio system 
that could be used in multiple configura- 
tions onboard the Space Shuttle. 

I first got to know Ron Parise back 
in 1989 when, with the late Roy Neal, 
K6DUE, we produced two videos in which 
WAG4SIR appeared — “SAREX 90” and 
“Amateur Radio In Space.” What nicer 
tribute can I give him but to say he was a 
joy to work with and a truly nice person 
to know. 

In an effort to continue Ron’s tireless 
work to inspire the next generation, the 
Parise family has set up a scholarship 
fund in Ron’s honor. The scholarship is 
for students pursuing technical degrees 
at Youngstown State University, where 
Ron received his Bachelor of Science 
degree. Those interested are welcome 
to send donations to the Dr. Ronald A. 
Parise Scholarship Fund, Youngstown 


State University, One University Plaza, 


Youngstown, OH 44555. 
— Bill Pasternak, WAGITF, 
ARNewsline 


Yell "STOP THE PRESSES!" 
‘Any interesting Ham news in 


your neck of the woods? 
Well, c'mon, "Scoop", send it 
in to WorldRadio! 
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‘%)) EDITOR’S LOG : . 


lease join us in giving our newest 
Lifetime Subscribers a firecracker ’ 


of a welcome: 


e James H. Dietz, KB3KLA 
Phoenixville, PA 

e Eric W. Engler, KC8YB 
Norcross, GA 

e Paul V. Montefusco, AD7GN 
Tacoma, WA 

e Dick McKay, K6VGP 
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 

¢ Wesley Wilkinson, W7WES 
West Jordan, UT 

e Murray A. Scott, KE8UM 
Troy, MI 

¢ Doug Loughmiller, WSBL 
McKinney, TX 


Another Dayton Hamvention is in 
the history books. This one will be 
remembered as having some of the nicest 
weather in a long time. It rained like 
crazy Thursday night, but aside from a 
few sprinkles, the rest of the weekend 
was very pleasant. 


The only problem was with the hotel 


room. I was happy because I found a new 
hotel only six miles from Hara Arena: 
just a 10-minute commute. I had*made 
reservations months ago and prepaid 
with a credit card so they would hold 
the room past 6 pm if necessary. I even 
phoned them before leaving home to be 
sure everything was fine. 

Confident of having a room, we first 
went to the arena to unload the boxes of 
samples and materials I had packed for the 
FISTS booth. As Dayton tradition would 
have it, the rain is pouring. The security 
people wouldn’t let me back my car up 
to the door, so Irene, WO8E, and I made 
multiple quarter-mile treks to and from 
the parking space to the booth with a hand 
cart in the rain (as did the other small- 
business vendors). Hamvention people, 
if you are reading, please work out some 
arrangement so people with cars can back 
their vehicles up to the door to unload! 

When we got to the booth, the curtain 
rod behind the booth had collapsed, 
but the maintenance worker did a very 
efficient job of replacing it. While he 
was fixing it,.we had time to find a table 
and chairs. Other vendors who had 


gotten there before us had taken ours. - 
However, we weren’t in a hurry since 
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we had a prepaid room only 10 minutes 


from the arena. 


After setting up, we drove to the hotel, 
only to find “unexpected construction” 
making our room unavailable. No matter — 
that I was prepaid, had a confirmation 
number and they had my cell phone 
number and could have called to let. . 
me know. They said they arranged for 
a room at another hotel 20 miles from 
this one. Not only would they honor the 
same rate, but also knock off 99 cents 
for our inconvenience. Gee, thanks. And 
they informed me that the rate I had 
confirmed was only good for Thursday, 
rates went up $25 on weekends. 

It is still pouring rain and getting 
dark, I’m soaked as a drowned rat and 
exhausted from unloading and unpack- 
ing boxes. They had me over a barrel 
since we all knew the hotels in the area 
were booked up. I took their “generous” 
offer, and headed south to Miamisburg to 
find the replacement hotel. The only res-. 
taurant in the area was a pizza place, so 
after drying off and having some pizza 
for supper, we were able to relax and 
hope that the rest of the weekend would 
be better — which it was. The WorldRa-- 
dio and FISTS booths were always busy 
and we had a wonderful time. : 

It is so good to see all the WorldRadio 
Lifetime Supporters and Subscribers 
who stopped by to say hello. It is nice to 
put a face to a callsign. I hope you got a 
chance to talk to some of our columnists; 
most of them were attending at least part 
of the weekend. 

Did you know that if your WorldRadio 
arrives in a less than readable condition, 
you can quickly and painlessly request a 
replacement issue? Simply go to http:// 
www.wr6wr.com and click on “contact” 
tab at the top of the page. Then click 

n “subscription feedback.” That will 
bring up a form where you can request 
a replacement issue for a damaged or 
missing issue, make a change of address, 
or report a problem. | 

_— Please keep in touch, through our 
web page http://www.wr6wr.com, e-mail 
me at nancy@tir.com, via editor@ 
wr6wr.com, or mail directly to me at 
Nancy, WZ8C, P.O. Box 807, Hadley, 
MI 48440. Mail sent to WR HQ at 2120 
28th St, Sacramento, CA 95818 will be 
forwarded to me. ® 
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2008 Swan Island DXpedition — HO8R __ 


The HQS8R team at the SSB camp with flags of the USA, Honduras, and the _ 
Nippon DX Club. Left to right: Ray, Boyd, Ted, Jim, Javier, Bill, Dan, David, 
Jorge, Ramon, Vinicio, Antonio, Pedro, Oscar. 


Bill Dzurilla, NZ5N 


group of 13 Honduran and 
American Hams activated Swan 
Island as HQ8R from 17-20 
March, with over 8,000 QSOs on all 
bands from 160 to 2 Meters. Despite 
some equipment and logistical problems, 
the DXpedition was overall successful. 

The Swan Islands were a separate 
DXCC entity until the 1970s, when the 
United States ceded the islands to Hon- 
duras. Although the islands are 144 nau- 
tical miles off the coast of the Honduran 
mainland, HQ8R was in Honduras for 
DXCC purposes. Nevertheless, HQ8R 
was a valued “new one” for grid square 
and IOTA seekers. 

The DXpedition was possible thanks 
to the cooperation of the Honduran 
Navy, which maintains a small garrison 
on Big Swan Island. There is no new con- 
struction anywhere on the eight square 
km islands. The sailors live in an old 
barracks left over from the days when the 
USA ran a weather station and the CIA’s 
“Radio Americas,” which broadcast to 


Cuba. The barracks and other remain-_ 


ing buildings were severely damaged 
when Hurricane Mitch passed through in 
1998, and they have never been repaired. 
Thus, the sailors have a rough life, with 
large holes in the roof and walls and just 
one generator. Of course, this is offset 
to some extent by the ability to swim 
and snorkel from the island’s beautiful, 
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unspoiled tropical beaches. . 


Under the leadership of Pedro, 
HR2PAC, our team left San Pedro Sula 
on Friday morning, 14 March, with four 
truckloads of equipment and supplies. 
We met in La Ceiba with Ray, WQ7R, 
and Oscar, HR9OGS, who live on the 
island of Roatan and came to the main- 
land on a ferry. Our entourage arrived 
at the Puerto Castilla Naval Base by 
mid-afternoon. The plan was to load 
everything to the boat before dark and 
then leave for Big Swan at dawn on 
Saturday morning. Our vessel was the 
Honduran Navy’s Freedom, a 90-foot 
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former fishing boat that had been seized 
from drug runners. 

Upon arrival at the base, we were 
informed that there was a mechanical 
problem with the Freedom and our 
departure would be delayed for a day. So 
we set up an HF vertical at the base and 
made a lot of contacts all day Saturday 
as HR2RCH/HR3. I had a dual band HT 
and an Arrow antenna and was able to 
attract a pile-up on the satellites, AO-51 
and AO-27. A few of us drove to the 


Javier operating barefoot when 
generator problems made it 
impossible to use the amplifier. Even 
the 100-watt signal attracted a pileup. 
Behind Javier: Pedro, Jim (sitting), 
Dan. 


nearby town of Trujillo and enjoyed the 
local attractions and the nice beach. 
Early Sunday morning, we boarded 
the Freedom and started what was sup- 
posed to be a 20-23 hour voyage to Big 
Swan. Dan, HR2DMR, climbed up the 
mast and strung up two dipoles, and 
we began the HR2RCH/MM maritime 
mobile operation. Band conditions were 
incredible, with 59+ signals coming in 
from Indonesia, Japan, Europe and other 


Ne 


distant points. 

Unfortunately, the voyage turned out 
to be far more difficult and uncomfort- 
able than expected. A strong head wind 
slowed us and the trip lasted a full 30 
hours, and large waves turned our stom- 
achs into knots. I had hoped to work the 
satellites from the deck of the boat, but 
the sea was too rough. The HF station 
was inside on the bridge, but even it was 
inactive for several hours, as everyone 
opted just to hunker down. We did not 
have cabins or even chairs to sit in, so 
most of us just laid down on the hard 
metal deck. 

After the tough boat ride, we were 


delighted to set foot on Big Swan Island 
on Monday afternoon. There was an 
AO-27 satellite pass shortly after we 
got off the boat, and I was fortunate to 
make the first HQ8R contacts. Shortly 
thereafter, the first of two HF SSB sta- 
tions hit the air, and Dan, Pedro, and 
Antonio HR2DX, almost immediately 
had to work split to handle the pile-ups. 
They chose an inland location, near the 
barracks, to set up the station, and it 
worked very: well. Re 

In contrast, both the CW team, which 
included Ray and Oscar along with 
Ted K9IMM, and Jim, W9GL, and 
the VHF/EME team, which was Boyd, 
HR9BFS, (who wisely passed on the 


The CW and VHF members of the HQ8R team (light colored shirts) with 


the Honduran Navy garrison (dark shirts). Left to right: Ted (standing), Ray 
(kneeling), Bill (lying down), Jim (kneeling). 


Freedom and came to Swan Island on a 
chartered plane) and me,opted to set up 
just off the beach on the west side of the 
island near the dock. Our thinking was 
that the beachfront location gave us an 
unobstructed path to the moon all the 
way to the horizon, which would maxi- 
mum the short EME window: to Japan 
and the Pacific. However, although the 
CW team managed fine from this loca- 


tion, the 30-mile-per-hour wind and 


blowing sand severely disrupted our 


ability to keep the equipment clean and 
the antennas pointed at the moon. The 
location for ideal was OSCAR satel- 
lite operations, as I could walk to the 
end of the short dock and have a clear 
horizon-to-horizon view of the birds on 
all westward passes. 

By Tuesday, spirits were high at both 
the SSB and CW camps, with great suc- 
cess on 160, 40, 30, 20, and 17 Meters. 
Later in the week, 12 Meters came 
alive. For some reason, we did not have 
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B-1/5 5kw 1:1 Balun 
B-1/C 25kw 1:1 Balun 


40M-6M 
160M-6M 


Our products & 
services 


We make full-size high- 
power DISCONE ANTENNAS 
down to 7 MHz 


$44.95 
$59.95 
$99.95 
$229.50 


We design circuit boards, stuff & mechanical assembly. 


$$  Visa/MC $$ 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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much success on 80 Meters, and 10 
Meter activity was largely limited to 
Central and South America, with only 
a handful of stateside contacts. We had 
two Kenwood TS-570D transceivers, a 
Yaesu FT-1000, Ameritron and Heathkit 
amplifiers, tri-band beams, a Cushcraft 
vertical, and several dipoles. 

The QSO count rose quickly despite a 
series of equipment problems. We were 
able to keep in touch with our worried 
families much of the time via satellite 
internet and our laptops, but-often we 
lost the connection. There were major 
problems with the planned HF digital 
operation. All five of the generators 
failed at one time or another, and at 
one point the SSB camp was forced to 
shut down its second station and operate 
barefoot when only a 1,000-watt Honda 
generator was working. The ampli- 
fiers also required repairs. But the HF 
pileups continued, even when we were 
running barefoot. 

Other operators on the team were 
Javier, HR2J; Ramon, HR7REA; 
Vinicio, HR2MD; Jorge, HR2AW; 
and David, HR4DAC. Vini and Jorge 
are medical doctors; and it was a real 
comfort to have them along with their 
medical kits. Except for seasickness 
on the Freedom, no one on our team 
had any significant medical problems 
during the trip, although one of the 
Honduran naval officers required 
stitches after getting a cut on his face 
from an errant line. 

_ While the HF SSB and CW groups 
overcame all adversity, and the satellite 
operation was a big success, sadly the 
6- and 2-Meter EME effort was unsuc- 
cessful, despite long and hard effort 
by Boyd and me. We got the 2-Meter 
station set up quickly on Monday with 
a single 2M9SSB and a 350-watt amp. 


HamTestOnline 
Web-based training for the 
ham radio exams 
> Quick, easy way to learn. 
> 100% guaranteed — you pass the 
exam or get your money back. 
> Better than random practice tests. 
> Provides additional information. 
> Presents concepts in logical order. 
> Tracks your progress on each question. 
> Focuses on your weak areas with 
“intelligent repetition”. 
> Better than books — question drill 
keeps you engaged. 
www.hamtestonline.com 
_123 Wyman Rd., Abine MA 02357 
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Boyd and the 6M EME antenna. 


Almost immediately we worked WSUN 
via EME, but Dave would be our first 
and last 2-Meter QSO on the island. The 
SWR would often jump from 1:1 to over 
3:1, which caused the amplifier to trip. 
We tried barefoot with Boyd’s TS-2000, 
but no one else heard us and we heard no 
one. We never did figure out what went 


- wrong, best guess is that the high wind 


was shaking the antenna too much. 

On 6 Meters, we had a 35' long 7-ele- 
ment Yagi and a brand new ACOM 
1,000-kilowatt amp. We had solid copy 


off the moon on several stations, but | 
no one heard us, and we have no idea - 
why. We did manage meteor scatter 
QSOs on 50 MHz with NSSIX and 
KE4WBO, but that was it. The 6- and 
2-Meter situation was particularly 
embarrassing for me, as I had posted 
several times on the reflectors about 
the EME aspect of the expedition, and 
many people were left disappointed. 

We had to leave the island a day. 
early due to reports of an approaching 
storm and some logistical problems. We 
dreaded getting on that boat again, but 
the return trip was much smoother. 

There was a big Welcome Home party 
at Antonio’s house on our return, and the 
food was great. I left for home the fol- 
lowing day, but Ted and Jim stayed for 
a couple of extra days to see the Mayan 
ruins and to help Javier put up his new 
SteppIR Yagi. a 

Although it was expected that this 
would be the last DXpedition to the 
Swan Islands, already some of the group | 
are thinking about making another 
attempt in a year or two. We want to 
learn from our mistakes and do it right. 
next time. It’s a beautiful location with 
terrific propagation, the Honduran 
Hams are a great bunch who know 
how to have fun, and when the sunspot — 
count gets higher we will be able to give 
out this rare island to even more Hams" 
around the world. : 


Amateur Radio Call Signs 


The following shows the last call sign in each group to be assigned for each VE Region under the sequential call sign 
system as of 12 May 2008. For more information about the sequential call sign system, see Fact Sheet PR5S000 #206-S 
dated August 1996 or contact the Federal Communications Commission, Consumer Assistance Branch, 1270 Fairfield 
Road., Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245; toll free 888/2255322, or see the website: hitp://wireless.fcc.gov/uls. 


District Group C/ 
Technician 

0 KD@EAC 
1 KB1QMI 
2 KC2TJS 

3 KB3REQ 
4 KJ4DZX 
5 KES5UMY 
6 KI6QHT 
7 KE7TYA 
8 KD8INL 
9 KCONQJ 
N. Marianas KH@OTY 
Guam : NH2FY 
Hawaii WH7PB 
American Samoa KH8DS 
Alaska KL2LK 
Virgin Islands NP20M 
Puerto Rico WP4NXC 


++ All calls in this group have been assigned 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Group B/ Group A/ 
General Extra 
++ AC@LE 
++ ABITY 
++ AB2ZC 
++ AB3HS 
++ AJ4HU 
oo AESHF 
++  AF6JH 
++ AD7UB 
++ AC8BL 
++ AB9RH 
++ ++ 
++ AH2DT 
++ AH6SQ 
++ AH8Y 
++ AL2Z 
++ KP2CU 
++ iit 


Very Important Notice!! 


If you received this copy of WorldRadio and youre not a regular 
subscriber, this was your free sample copy. We sent it to you so you 
could see all the news, features and columns in WorldRadio. | 

You are cordially fivited to join in with all the other active Amateur 
. Radio operators by subscribing. 3 


WorldRadio is 
two-way communica- 
tion. Send in your 
news, information 
and letters. 


Your comments and 


suggestions are most 
welcome. 


Amateur Radio is a 
very rewarding 
activity and 
WorldRadio hopes 
to reflect that. 
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Thank you! 
a 


naneOSS 


Bob Wilson, N6TV. Contest forum. 


Armond Noble, NsoWR 


t’s the DX Gala of the year. This 

was the 59th annual International 

DX Convention and was held in 
Visalia, CA, 25-27 April 2008, with 
nearly 1,000 in attendance. 

The event kicked off Friday night 
with the annual dinners for the IOTA 
group, Top-Band operators and the 
Contesters. 

At the latter, Wayne Burdick, N6KR, 
(co-founder of Elecraft) related how 


burning the midnight oil working on 


the K3 really helped the pizza shop 
across the street from the Elecraft 
facility, 

He told how Contesters and DXers 
made up the 24 field testers who spent 
a year of effort. 

Burdick emphasized that Elecraft 
listens to the rig owners. About 70% 
of them build the rig from kits and the 
other 30% order them totally built. 

With pride of design Burdick went 

into the 200 Hz crystal filters at the 1st 
IF, low-noise synthesizer, and controls 
that put you exactly on frequency for 
CW, PSK31, RTTY. 
_ And there’s a DC output plug to 
power an amp on Field Day. With the 
dual function knobs there are LEDs 
telling which function is in use. K3s 
were the rigs used on the record-break- 
ing (183,000 QSOs) Ducie Island effort 
which ran two positions on the same 
band at once with no interference. 

Saturday morning Sharon Spring, 
K6IRD, President of the Southern 
California DX Club (this year’s host) 
introduced the many DX visitors from 
all corners of the globe. 


Sharon Spring, K6IRD, President, 
Southern California DX Club. 


The DX Forum covered myriad 
topics. Remote base stations, Log- 
book of the World, Swains Island, 
IARU rules, criteria for entities and 
more drew the attention of the packed 
auditorium. There were arguments pro 
and con about recognizing Kosovo for 
DXCC. It was stated that the Russians 
and the Serbians were not happy about 
the independence (recognized by the 
U.S. but not the U.N.). And a thought 
was stated that the ARRL should not 


_be bound by politics. 


During the Q&A session, Frank Clem- 
ent, W6KPC, (regarding the eQSLing 
and everything on data) said that we 
would lose something with no beautiful 
QSL cards being exchanged any more. 

The Contest Forum featured Bob 


TOROID CORES 


Ferrite and iron powder cores. Free 
catalog and RFI Tip Sheet. Our RFI kit gets 
RFI out of TV's, telephones, stereos, etc. 


Model RFI-4 ..............0... $25.00 
+ $8 S&H U.S./canada. Tax in Calif. | 
Use MASTERCARD or VISA | 


= PALOMAR 
BOX 462222, ESCONDIDO, CA 92046 
TEL: 760-747-3343 FAX: 760-747-3346 
e-mail: info@Palomar-Engineers.com 
www.Palomar-Engineers.com 


Wayne Burdick, N6KR, contest 
dinner. 


DX Conve 


Wayne Mills, N7NG. 


Wilson, N6TV, and Software Defined 
radios. He showed how you can scan 
a band with your eyes instead of your 
ears. The “waterfall” finds holes in 
the pile-up where people aren’t call- 
ing. His presentation covered various 
pieces of equipment, code readers and 
a remote receiver in the Netherlands. 
(Rules prohibit use in a contest but you 
can hear how your signal is doing,) Go 
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Gene Zimmerman, W3ZZ. 


ition 2008 


to N6TV on ORZ.com and you can link 
to his entire show. 

Gene’ Zimmerman, W3ZZ, men- 
tioned that the Sherwood Engineers 
website ranks all the receivers and 
he related using the “Skimmer” in a 
CW contest. 

The DX Convention is a wide- 
ranging event. You can have your QSL 
cards checked for various awards. Jim 
Brown, K9YC, BSEE, had a seminar 
on how to build high power coax 
chokes to kill local noise. _ 

Mike Mraz, N6MZ, showed what it 


Getting the scoop at the forum. 


Ward Silver, NOAX. 


was like at Scarborough Reef. 

Terry Hahn, W7KW, presented new 
ideas on remotely controlling your 
Ham station. 

Bob Grimmick, N6OX, gave a 
program on operating from Guinea 
Bissau, J5C. 

Ned Stearns, AA7A, told about 
DXing from the west coast of Africa. 

Lee Barrett, K7 NM, MSEE, related 
using Dual V-beams at VP2M. 


VK9WWI (rather barren). 


George Wallner, AA7JV. 


Rick Karlquist, N6RK, MSEE, 
presented Low-Band receiving loops. 
Design optimization and single-opera- 
tor, two radios on the same band. 

George Wallner, AA7JV, in sharp 
contrast to massive operations, pre- 
sented a “two-man, self-financed, 
bring your own rig” DXpedition to 
Willis Islets, VKOWWI located 500 
km from Australia. During two weeks 
they saw no ships or other people. The 
other operator was Tamas Pekarik, 
HA7TRY. They were there for 10 days 
making 10,834 contacts. 

They had an inverted-L for 160M 
and a vertical for 80-10, The rig was 
an ICOM 746-Pro and an SG 500W 
amplifier. Power came from 12V car 
batteries and a 1.5kW generator. 


> > FELEWAVE, INC» 


Strnbier Carnannmanins Maemo sie $927 
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IM Suppression « Receiver Multicouplers 
Preselectors « Duplexers 
RF Loads & Terminations « Isolators 

Wireless System Engineering 


aN 


> Order Today! 800-331-3396 < 


660 Giguere Court * San Jose, CA 95133 


Email: sales@telewave.com 
http://www.telewave.com 


CMAS Contract # 3-06-58-0122B 
GSA Schedule # GS-35F-0248J 
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Sy 


.Enjoying the Saturday night banquet. 


The first night they made 400 Qs on 
160 about evenly divided among JA, 
U.S. and EU. 

The problems on 160 were the noises 
from thunderstorms and the Chinese 
over-the-horizon radar. 

He said the Beverage antennas were 
essential and conditions every night 
were different. Coiling the generator 
cable acted as a choke against the 
generator noise, On 160M they made 
1,211 Q, on 80 it was 1,556 and 1,478 
on 40. 

On 30M 1,139, 20 1,174 and on 17 
1,767. 15M had 703 and 221 on 12M. 

His 160M advice: Send your call two 
or three times. Send at 15 to 25 wpm, 
not slower. Listen for the timing of the 
DX operator, tail-gating works, Don’t 
call if you can’t hear the DX. 

Eric Rosenberg, W3DQ, his talk 
titled: “Getting the most out of a dif- 
ficult location” told of his sad plight 
of having two, 5OkW AM broadcast 
stations nearby, one on 1500 kHz. 
Friends tell him of stations on 160M 
calling him that he just can’t hear. 
He mentioned filters made by Jim 
Poll, WBS5WPA, and Doug Williams, 
AB@SA, that he was using. Rosenberg 
gave details of installing wire antennas 
and the unpleasantness of neighbors on 
one side of him. 

The Saturday night banquet featured 
Eric Scace, K3NA, Ducie Island, in a 
humorous talk. 

His operating shifts were eight hours 
each separated by four hours during 
which other DXpedition chores had to 
be performed. 

They had four Beverages giving 
them eight receive quadrants. A 
Titanex vertical was used on 160 and 
a 4-square on 80M. On 20 to 10, 2L 
vertical Yagis were used. 


Eric Rossenberg, W3DQ. 


bi 


Dick Norton, N6AA. 


It was no picnic, fresh water had 
to be brought from the ship as well 


K-Y Filter Company 
3010 Grinnel Place, Davis, CA 95616 
(530) 757-6873 


K-Y mo 
filters are truly superior! 


Please visit us at: 
http://www.ky-filters.com/am.htm 


a 


Eric Scace, K3NA. Ducie Island. 


oe 


The DX Store. 


as food, fuel for the generator and 
laundry. 

They spent 20 days on the island 
and 16 days on the air. VP9DX made 
184,000 QSOs, the most ever by a 


_DXpedition. 


There were 38,600 unique calls 
worked. The logs were uploaded to a 
satellite so stations could see their con- 
tacts, thus less “insurance” contacts. 
The QSL will be a 36-page booklet! 

Sunday morning breakfast featured 
Neville Cheadle, G3NUG , of Spratly 
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SteppIR Antenna Systems. me 


4 


Comoros, Rodrigues fame. 

His talk was “137,000 QSOs with No 
Sunspots” about St. Brandon, 3B7C, 
(250 miles NE of Mauritius). 

The island is 1 km across. The effort 
involved 20 people and seven tons of 
gear, 12 stations, six with amps. 

Antennas were an 85-foot vertical 
on 160, two phased-verticals on 80, a 
4-square on 40 and mono-band Yagis 
on 30-10M. There were Beverages for 
JA and NA, 

The team members (including a 
doctor) paid their own traveling costs 


John Bancroft, K6AM. 


and pitched in for other expenses. 
. During the 18 days of operation the 
stations were on the air (in four-hour 


He 


See page o 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


Neville Cheadle, G3NUG. St. 
Brandon DXpedition. 


shifts) 24/7. Special filters allowed 
SSB and CW simultaneously. 

Contacts were 57% CW, 38% SSB 
and 5% digital with 33,760 unique calls " 
worked. (5.4% dupes). 

Hardships: Ticks and strong winds. 
He praised the Team Spirit and how 
well all got along and the friendships 
made. 

The DX Convention was over. And 
as everyone departed, in the parking 
lots one could hear many calls of “See 
you next year,” which will be 17-19 
April 2009. It will be the 60th such 
event with the Northern California DX 
Club running the show. ® 


4:1 BALUN KITS 


Coax to Ladder Line 
1.8-30 MHz Toroid core, teflon 
wire, connector, instructions. Use 
as is or with your enclosure. 


BA-4-250 Kit....ccccccccccscecees 22200 
(250 watts) 


BA-4-1 500 Kit.....cccccccccecees 32050 
(1500 watts) 


SES +$8 S&H (for total order) 


Tax in Calif. ¢ 
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MEFJ Pocket size 


Morse Code Reader™ 


Hold near your receiver -- it instantly displays CW in English! 
Automatic Speed Tracking ... Instant Replay... 32 Character LCD... 
High-Performance Modem... Computer Interface... Battery Saver... 


Is your CW rusty? MFJ-461 
Relax and place this S$ 8 995 
tiny pocket size MF J 


Morse Code Reader near 
your receiver’s speaker. . 

Then watch CW turn into solid text 
messages as they scroll across an 
easy-to-read LCD display. 

No cables to hook-up, no computer, 
no interface, nothing else needed! 

Use it as a backup in case you mis- 
copy a few characters - - it makes 
working high speed CW a breeze - - 
even if you’re rusty. 

_ Practice by copying along with the 
MFJ-461. It’ll help you learn the 
code and increase your speed as you 
instantly see if you’re right or wrong. 

Eavesdrop on interesting Morse 
code QSOs from hams all over the 
world. It’s a universal language 
that’s understood the world over. 

Automatic Speed Tracking 

MFJ AutoTrak™ automatically locks 
on, tracks and displays CW speed up to 
99 Words-Per-Minute. 

Simply place your MFJ-461 close to 
your receiver speaker until the lock 
LED flashes in time with the CW. 

Four Display Modes 

1. Bottom line scrolls and fills with 
text, then that entire line is displayed 
on top line until bottom line refills -- 
makes reading text extra easy! 
Automatically displays speed in WPM. 

2. Same as 1, without speed display 
-- gives you maximum text display. 

3. Top line scrolls, bottom line dis- 
plays speed in Words-Per-Minute. 

4. Both top and bottom lines scroll. 

Two-line LCD display has 32 large 
1/4 inch high-contrast characters. 


MF J Instant Replay 

The last 140 characters can be © 
instantly replayed. This lets you re-read 
or check your copy if you’re copying 
along side the MFJ-461. 

High Performance Modem 

Consistently get solid copy from 
MFJ’s high performance PLL (phase- 
lock loop) modem. Digs out weak sig- 
nals. Even ttacks slightly drifting signals. 

Of course, nothing can clean up and 
copy. a sloppy fist, especially weak sig- 
nals with lots of QRM/QRN. 

. Computer Interface 

The MFJ-461’s serial port lets you 
display CW text full screen on a bright 
computer monitor -- just use your com- 
puter serial port and terminal program. 

More Features 

When it’s too noisy for its micro- 
phone pickup, you can connect the 
MFJ-461 to your receiver with a cable. 

Battery saving feature puts MFJ-461 


MEF J Pocket Morse Tutor MFJ Code Oscillator MFJ Pocket CW Keyer 
Learn MFJ-557 
pues code Deluxe Code 
anywhere j : Practice 
with this . = MET toes Oscillator has a Built-in 
tiny MFJ Pocket 95 39 Morse key and ; Iambic 
sized Morse Code ‘89 oscillator unit Paddle. Thumbwheel speed 


Tutor™! Practice 

copying letters, numbers, 
prosigns, punctuations or 
any combination or words 
or QSOs. Follows 
ARRL/VEC format. Start at 
zero code speed and end up 
as a high speed CW Pro! 
LCD, built-in speaker. 


mounted together on a 
heavy steel base -- stays put 
on your table! Portable. 9- 
Volt battery or 110 VAC 
with MFJ-1312D, $15.95. 
Earphone jack, tone and 
volume controls, speaker. 
Adjustable key. Sturdy. 
8'/2x2'/4x37/s inches. 


control. Adjustable weight. 
Adjustable sidetone with 
speaker. Iambic modes A 
or B. Fully automatic or 
semi-auto “bug” mode. 
Reversable paddle. Tune 
mode. RF-proof. Battery 
Saver. Tiny 2'/4Wx3'/4H 
x1D inches. 


to sleep during periods of inactivity. It 
wakes up and decodes when it hears CW. 
Uses 9 Volt battery (not included). 
| True Pocket Size 
Fits in your shirt pocket with room 
to. spare - smaller than a pack of ciga- © 
rettes. Tiny 2'/sx3'/«x1 in. 5'/. ounces. 
No Instruction Manual needed! 
Super easy-to-use! Just turn it on -- 
it starts copying instantly! 
Accessories 
MFJ-26B, $9.95. Soft leather pro- 
tective pouch. Clear plastic overlay for 
display, push button opening, strong, 
pocket/belt clip secures MFJ-461. 
MFJ-5161, $16.95. MFJ-461 to 
computer seriakport cable (DB-9). 
MFJ-5162, $7.95. Receiver cable 
connects MFJ-461_to your radio’s 
external speaker 3.5 mm jack. 
MFJ-5163, $10.95. Cable lets you 
use external speaker when MFJ-461 is 
plugged into radio speaker jack. 3.5 mm. 


MFJ miniature Travel lambic Paddle | 
MFJ-561, $24.95. 13/sWx13/4Dx°/sH in. 
Formed phosphorous bronze spring pad- 


dle, stainless steel base. 4 ft. cord, 3.5 mm plug. 


Free MFJ Catalog 


and Nearest Dealer . . . 800-647-1800 
http://www. mfjenterprises.com 


¢ 1 Year No Matter What™ warranty ¢ 30 day money 
back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 


ME 


FAX:( 662)323-6551 8-4:30 CST, Mon.-Fri. Add shipping. 


Prices an Go) cations subject to change. (c) 2008 MFI Enterprises, Inc, 


MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC. 
300 Industrial Pk Rd. Starkville, 
MS 39759 PH: (662) 323-5869 
Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 


MFJ... the world leader in ham radio accessories! 


MFJ 


World's largest HF. 
SWR/Wattmeter has giant 6% inch meter! 
This one you can SEE! Extra-long 
scales gives you highly accurate SWR and 
power measurements. Huge numbers 
makes reading easy across your shack. 
Like your analog watch, one glance at 
the meter needle gives you fast 
and accurate readings without 
actually examining the scale. 
MFJ's exclusive TrueActive™ peak 
reading circuit captures true peak or aver- 
age forward and reflected power readings. 


MFJ. Weather-Proof Antenna Feedthrough Panel 


_ ; MFJ-868 ae Has Picadas Watt 

Si ranges for accurate QRP or 

1 49 QRO operation. 

Exclusive ME Wattmeter Power 
Saver™ circuit turns on meter only when 
RF power is being measured. 

Covers 1.8-30 MHz. Use 9 volt battery 
or 12 VDC or 110 VAC with MFJ-1312D, 
$15.95. 7Wx5'/2Hx5D in. SO-239 connectors. 


giant SWR/Wattmeter 


\ Bring three coax-fed HF/VHF/UHF antennas, balanced line, oo wire and ground into your 


se hamshack without drilling through walls... \4¢3-4602 *69®* 


MEFJ’s Weather-proof Antenna 
Feedthrough Panel mounts in your window 
sill. Lets you feed three coax-fed antennas, 
balanced line, random wire and ground with- 
out drilling through walls. 

Simply place in window sill and close 
window. One cut customizes it for any win- 
dow up to 48 inches. Use horizontally or 
vertically. High-quality pressure-treated 
wood with excellent 3/4 inch thick insulat- 
ing properties is painted with heavy coat of 
white outdoor enamel paint. Edges sealed by 
weather-stripping. Seals and insulates 


Low profile 14 ft. 


You can hardly see this mini 14 foot 
rotatable dipole from across the street! 

Tiny 7-foot turning radius fits the smallest 
roof — perfect for houses, apartments/condos. 

The low-profile MFJ-1775 is not much 
bigger than a TV antenna and nicely blends 
into the sky. It’s easily turned by a light- 
weight TV rotator. 

It’s no Wimp! Its directivity reduces QRM/ 


Compact SWR/Wattmeter 
Mees Compact SWR/ . 


*5Q* Di 3 inch lighted Cross- 
Needle Meter, easily | 
eke from across shack. 
Read forward/reflected power, 
SWR simultaneously. 3'/4Wx3'/4Hx3'/4D in. 
MFJ-822 for 1.8-200 MHz, 30/300 Watts, 
MFJ-842 for 140-525 MHz, 15/150 Watts. 


2-Position Remote Ant. Switch 


MFJ-4712 Switch any two 
$792 antennas remotely! 
Single coax feeds two 
antennas, DC power, con- 
trol signals -- no extra 
cable needed. Use 1.8-150 
MHz antennas. 1500 Watts. 50-75 Ohms. 4W 
x2°/sHx1'/2D in. fully enclosed, weather pro- 
tected outside switch box has stainless steel 


y5 Wattmeter has huge 


MFJ-1800 
$2995 


no connection into fast, solid connection. 
Highly directional -- minimizes interference. 
N-female connector. Tripod screw-mount. 
Wall/desk/shelf mounts. Use vertically or 
horizontally. 18Wx2?/sHx 1'/sD in. 2.9 oz. 


against all weather conditions. Gives years 
of trouble-free service. */sDx3'/2Hx48W in. 
Inside/outside stainless steel plates bond all 
coax shields to ground. Stainless steel ground 
post brings outside ground connection inside. 
Three Jeflon® SO-239 coax connectors, 
ceramic balanced line/randomwire feedthru 
insulators. 


6-Band Rotatable mini-Dipole for 40,20,15,10,6,2 M 


Sak turning radius... 1.5 kW... Decay focuses snl, polices ORMhoise.. ii 

 - Assembles in an afternoon. Adjusting one 
band has little effect on other bands. 
MFJ-1775W, $249.95. WARC band ver- 
sion for 12, 17, 30, 60 Meters only. 


noise and lets you focus 
our signal in the direction 
at you want -- so you 
an work some real DX. 
_ Operate 6 bands -- 40 
20, 15, 10, 6 and 2 meters 
‘Run full 1500 Watts 
_SSB/CW on all HF bands! 
| Its entire length radi- 

ates. Each HF band uses a separate, highly 
efficient end-loading coil wound on fiber- 
glass forms with Teflon™ wire with capaci- 
tance hats at each end (no lossy traps). 6 
and 2 meters are full-length halfwave 
dipoles. 

Built-to-last -- incredibly strong solid 
rod fiberglass center insulator and 6063 T- 
aircraft strength aluminum tubing radiator. 


16-Element 2.4 GHz WiFi Yagi 


Glazed Ceramic Insulators 


» MFJ-16C06, $4.56, package of 6 
sa authentic glazed ceramic antenna in- 
sulators. Extra-strong -- long antennas 
will not break, will not arc over or 
melt under full legal power. Extra-long 
ridges prevent high-voltage breakdown. 
Smooth wire holes prevent wire damage. 


Dealer/Catalog/Manuals 


Visit: http://www.mfjenterprises.com 
or call toll-free 800-647-1800 


¢ | Year No Matter What™ warranty * 30 day money 
back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 


MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC. 
300 Industrial Pk Rd, Starkville, 
MS 39759 PH: 662) 323-5869 
Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 


FAX:(662)323-6551 8-4:30 CST, Mon.-Fri. Add shipping. 


Prices and specifications subject to change. (c) 2008 MFJ Enterprises, Inc. 


16-element WiFi Yagi antenna 
greatly extends range of 2.4 GHz, 
802.11b/g WiFi signals. Turns slow/ 


Ae MFJ-5606SR, $24.95. Cable 

connects MFJ-1800/WiFi antennas 
to computer. Reverse-SMA male to N- 
male, 6 ft. RG-174. 


MFJ-5606TR, $24.95. Same as 
MFJ-5606SR but Reverse-TNC 
male to N-male. 


bracket for 1"/: in. mast. 3 Teflon® SO-239s. MF J... the World Leader in Ham Radio Accessories! 


The Correct Way? 


Why wouldn’t the correct 
way to construct a series of 
operator examinations be to 
start with the core rationale 
for the amateur service, define the 
essential knowledge base, and then 


build graduated exams following from 


those essentials? 

A. Section 97.503 says that a writ- 
ten examination must be such as to 
prove that the examinee possesses the 
operational and technical qualifications 
required to perform properly the duties 
of an amateur service licensee. Each 
written examination must be comprised 
of a question set as follows: 

(a) Element 2: 35 questions concerning 
the privileges of a Technician Class oper- 
ator license. The minimum passing score 
is 26 questions answered correctly. 

(b) Element 3: 35 questions concerning 
the privileges of a General Class opera- 
tor license. The minimum passing score 
is 26 questions answered correctly. 

(c) Element 4: 50 questions concern- 
ing the privileges of an Amateur Extra 
Class operator license. The minimum 
passing score is 37 questions answered 
correctly. 

BTW: The rationale for our amateur 
service is codified in Section 97.3(a) 
(4): A radiocommunication service for 
the purpose of self-training, intercom- 
munication and technical investigations 
carried out by amateurs, that is, duly 
authorized persons interested in radio 
technique solely with a personal aim and 
without pecuniary interest. 

Q. The VECs have dropped the 
ball with respect to the questions in 
the pools. While creating some new 
Amateur Extra Class question sets, I 
noticed that nothing in those questions 
was unique to Amateur Extra Class. 
Most of the questions were more 
appropriate for the General Class 
pool and perhaps the Technician Class 
pool. HW? 

W3BE-O-GRAM: The VECs should 
read and heed our rules, particularly 
Subpart 97F — Qualifying Examining 
Systems. Then they should implement a 
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process for satisfying fully the require- 
ments codified therein. 

Q. There are unnecessary ques- 
tions in Elements 2 and 3 for which 
reference materials are readily avail- 
able. The overall impression is one 
of a cobbled-together collection of 
random questions that may or may 
not test for essential knowledge and 
skills. Why is there so much overlap 
between the Elements, while other 
core concepts (resonance) are pretty 
much ignored? . 

A. The VECs are challenged indeed 
by our license structure wherein the 
privileges of three classes of operator 
privileges are largely identical. 

W3BE-O-GRAM: The VECs should 
come together with a common under- 
standing on the purpose for each class 
of operator license. Next, after making 
their privilege usage predictions for each 


‘class, they should design carefully each 


pool syllabus to verify that a successful 
examinee has (1) a working understand- 
ing of all FCC rules commensurate with 
their predictions; (2) a basic knowledge 
of the technology sufficient to make 
those rules meaningful; and (3) a reason- 
able comprehension of the most-widely 
accepted good practices employed by 
our amateur service community. Only 
then should they solicit questions from 
true no-conflict-of-interest volunteer 
examiners, mounting a concerted effort 
to engage the support of our most quali- 
fied experts in the various fields. 

Q. Although technology and regula- 


tions do change, there is really no con-’ 


vincing reason that solid well-written 
questions on basic concepts need to 
be constantly morphing. How does it 
make sense to change the pools just 
“because it is time?” 
W3BE-O-GRAM: Such would make 
perfect sense were you in the training 
materials business and your marketing 
plan was to influence the pool prepara- 
tion such that your products were made 
obsolete frequently to a preset schedule. 


To preclude that possibility was the 


very reason for my BE Informed No. 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


10 SUGGESTED DRAFT CHARTER 
SENT BY W3BE TO ALL VECS 02 
July 2006. It is designed to remove from 
the management and policy side of the 
VECs’ question pool preparation every 
person having a conflict of interest. 

It seems, frankly, the VECs underplay 
their fundamental responsibility to our 
radio service and to the VEs whose 
efforts in administering: and preparing 
the examinations they exist to coordi- 
nate. They seem to have chosen to acqui- » 
esce to the publishers, distributors and 
others who benefit monetarily from fre- 
quent revamping and making the pools 
obsolete. They establish and hold to their 
publication-friendly pool revision cycle 
although it unnecessarily disrupts the 
examinees, instructors and VEs. 

It was my 1983 assignment to assem- 
ble some 2,000 questions into the first 
sets of question pools. Three years later, 
they were turned over to the VECs for 
maintenance, per Section 97.523. The 
VECs haven’t been very open with us; 
their solicitation of questions for their 
pools from our VEs has been excep- 
tionally half-hearted. They have barely 
tapped the vast resource of experts 
within our community. . 

While I was a member of the VECs’ 
committee (1999-2003), surprisingly, 
the pool preparation process was very, 
very secretive. I came under fire continu- 
ously for seeking input from experienced 
instructors and independent experts on 
the various topics. 

Q. I’ve been teaching all levels of 
Ham licensing classes and I’ve noticed 
some of the inconsistencies you point 
out. I hate to teach something that 
is confusing or wrong, so I find it 
necessary to point out to the students 
that “this is the question you might 
get, and this is the answer as given, 
but...” HW? 

A. An example of that is G1B12: 
Who or what determines “good engi- 
neering and good amateur practice” 
that apply to operation of an amateur . 


. Station in all respects not covered by 


the Part 97 rules? 


A. The FCC 

B. The Control Operator 

C. The IEEE 

D. The ITU 

The VECs’ answer “A” is not at all 
supported by their citation, Section 

—97.101(a). It says: “In all respects not 

specifically covered by FCC Rules each 
amateur station must be operated in 
accordance with good engineering and 
good amateur practice.” It looks like 
an attempt to pass the buck to the FCC 
rather than to seize the opportunity to 
address the issue head on. 

Q. The way I teach G1B12 is, “In 


a dispute over what constitutes good | 


engineering and practice, the FCC 
may choose to be the final arbiter.” 
However, that is not really what the 
VECs’ answer says. The implication 
of their broad and simplistic answer is 
that the FCC does actually set design 
standards and operating practices. 
Want to bet that no one has told the 
FCC about what they want us to teach 
our students as to what to expect 
from it? 

A. Nope. ° 

W3BE-O-GRAM: Our amateur ser- 
vice community wouldn’t appreciate 
such high-handed intervention into 
our hobby. 

Q. All this dumbing down is kill- 
ing our American way of life. No one 
expects to work for anything anymore, 
just start at the top and expect the 
rewards. Why does the FCC make 
every Ham license like a no class 
crackerjack prize? 

W3BE-O-GRAM: The only thing that 
- we can blame upon the FCC is for giving 
us exactly that for which we asked. The 
legitimacy of our hobby is now is in 
the hands of our amateur service com- 
munity. That defective-question riddled 
Element 2 drive-through quickie exami- 
nation, regrettably, makes a mockery 
of our qualification system. It belittles 
our instructors, our VEs and our truly 
’ qualified Hams. 

Q. In the new Amateur Extra Ele- 
ment 4 pool is this question: E1C05 
(A) [97.109] “When may an automati- 
cally controlled station originate third 
party communications?” 

A. Never 

B. Only when transmitting an 
RTTY or data emission 


C. When specifically 
agreed upon by the 
sending and receiving 
stations 

D. When approved 
by the National Tele- 
communication and 
Information Admin- 
istration 

The way I read the 
rules, only a “human” 
can originate third 
party messages. How- 
ever, when using Win- 
link, a non-ham can 
effectively originate a 
message (via e-mail), 
that subsequently 
gets entered into 
the Amateur Radio 
system without being 
reviewed or even seen 
by a licensed opera- 
tor. I am assuming 
that such an operation 
would be a rules viola- 
tion, but can we hear your thoughts? 

A. E1COS5 is apparently intended to 
verify that the examinee is knowledge- 
able of our third party obligation under 
Section 97.109(e): “No station may be 
automatically controlled while transmit- 
ting third party communications, except 
a station transmitting a RTTY or data 
emission. All messages that are retrans- 
mitted must originate at a station that is 
being locally or remotely controlled.” 

W3BE-O-GRAM: Every examinee 
should know the correct answer to that 
question before receiving an operator 
license grant of any class. This safe- 
guard assures that third party messages 


ANTIQUE RADIO CLASSIFIED 


Antique Radio’s Largest-Circulation 


Monthly Magazine 
Articles - Classifieds « Ads for Parts & Services 
Also: Early TV, Ham Equip., Books, 
Telegraph, 40's & 50’s Radios & more... 
Free 20-word ad each month. Don’t miss ¢ out! 

(Vee) “1-Year: $45 ($60 by 1st Class) 

See 6-Month Trial - $24. Foreign - Write. & 
A.R.C., P.O. Box 802-N14, Carlisle, MA 01741 
Phone: (866) 371-0512; Fax: (978) 371-7129 

www.antiqueradio.com 


Larry McCalvy, WA9JMO. 


are screened by the control operator 
at the originating station before being 
allowed into our systems. A un-monitor- 
able communication system practically 
invites abuse by those persons having 
a need for free unchecked stealth com- 
munications. See my BE Informed 
No. 24 WE ARE REGULATABLE, 
AREN’T WE? 


Appreciation 

Our R&R SuperHam-of-the-Month 
is Larry McCalvy, WA9JMO, QCWA 
Director known for his fine arranging of 
our Caribbean and Alaska cruises. 

Thank you, Larry. Everyone had a 
fantastic time. Also, thanks for the great 
photos from our Convention in Denver. 

Read the rules — Heed the rules at 
www.gpoaccess.goviecfr/ and click on 
[Title 47], then on [Part 97]. Also visit 
http://wireless.fcc.gov/ and click on 
[amateur]” 

Enforcement reports are at http:// 
www.fcc.gov/eb/AmateurActions/wel- 
come.html. 

— BE Informed! Have a question 
about the amateur service rules? Visit 
http://w3be.home.att.net/; or e-mail 
john@johnston.net. 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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DX WORLD =meemesanesuenmem eco eer ra 
City Lots, CC&Rs, DXing and You 


Kelly Jones, "NOVD 


years from the college dorms with a #28 
gauge wire strung from the 11th floor out 
to some trees. Talk about RF everywhere! 
But it was fun and I learned a lot from 
those experiences. 

It has been over a year since the BS7H 
DXpedition to Scarborough Reef. Yet I 
still hear guys, many of them.self-claimed 
“small pistols,” discussing how they 
were not able to hear the operation or 
get through the pile-ups. So this month I 
thought it would be interesting to pose a 
question about working DX from small 
city lots or similar “HF challenged” loca- 


responses I received. 
“Steve Hawkins, NG@G, of Boone, 


a chain link fence as a ground alternative 
to radials. I’ve used this method before 
and as he explains, for whatever reason, 
these things really work! 

“T live in Boone, Iowa, on an in-town 
lot. At the moment I have an old R-7000 


or those of you who know me, 

you know that for the most part, 

I consider myself somewhat of a 
small pistol. Yes, I do have a small 40' (38' 
if you’re counting closely) tower attached 
to the side of the house. And yes, I do 
have a small 3-element beam for HF on 
that tower. For years, however, verticals 
and wire antennas were my means of 
squirting signals into the ether. Much of 
my DXing was done from city-sized lots 
where neighbors were stacked right next 
to each other. I even managed a couple of 


= 


inverted “L” for 80M. The 80M L is too 
short (about 28 feet) and too low, and 
uses about 200 feet of chainlink fence 
for radials, but I have worked half the 
Pacific with it. It works so well that I am 
afraid to make any changes, and I’m cur- 
rently building one just like it for 160M. 
I am going to use chimney straps to hold 
a wooden vertical pole to the top of my 
chimney and run the wire up to the top 


Awesome Audio Demonstration! 
WWWW2iHY.cCOoOM 


Your Transmit Audio is Outstanding! 


@ W2iHY 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate brings 
nal audio processing technology to your shack... affordably! 


8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate provides three powerful audio- 
ment tools for your microphones and radios. Fine-tune et microphone with 
Equalization. Customize your audio for that rich, full broadcast sound or 
, pileup busting contest and dx audio. Change from one audio ‘ ‘personality” 
instantly with smooth-action slide pots. The highly effective Noise Gate 
es background noises picked up by your microphone. Increases signal clarity 
nce. 


| Microphone and Radio matching capabilities let you interface practically 
ophone with any radio! Comprehensive impedance matching and signal 
trols for input and output, 8-pin, XLR and RCA microphone jacks. 
ne monitor. Extensive RFI protection. 


8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate $259.99 
phone Cable (specify radio make & model) $30.00 
ual Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate $154.99 (Kit $119.99) et 
.00 Three year parts gored eV ue? 
warranty. oe oi cox ve 
a 


“Toll Free 877-139-2449 
845-889-4253 
W2IHY Technologies 
19 Vanessa Lane » Staatsburg, NY 12 
E-mail: Julius@W21HY.COM | 
WANA WI2ZIKY.COM 


tions. I was surprised by the number of 


Iowa, resonated with me about his use of 


for 10-40, and an ugly homemade 


W7AQ 


vertical. 


of the pole, then horizontally to the back 
end of the garage.” 

“1 don’t have an amp and run 100 
watts. I don't have any problems with the 
neighbors and oddly never have, even in 
a previous house in California on a very 
tiny lot where I had a short 35' crankup 
and a small beam. I currently have 245 
worked and am getting ready to send in 
a small batch of cards the will Orne: me 
to.228 confirmed.” : 

“My most prized catch is a tough call. 
I think maybe Ogasawara JD1, from . 
Boone on 80M through a huge pileup, 
using my ugly 80M antenna, chain link 
fence and 100W.” 

“Although after working outside in the 
dark between 0200 and 0430 local, in the 


snow, at -12F trying and failing to get a 


wire to work on 160M, then giving up and 
in desperation calling and working Ducie 
on 160M, using my ugly 80M L, and two 
tuners in series, ranks right up there.” 
“Another big challenge facing DXers 
today are covenants, conditions & restric- 
tions — or better known as CC&Rs (a 
four-letter word in my book). I had the 
personal “pleasure” of running into these 
a few years ago. Interestingly, in my case 
it wasn’t the home owners association that 
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was the problem (although they raised the 
issue), but instead it was county regula- 
tions. After a few meetings with county 
officials, we came to an amicable agree- 


ment, but not all DXers are as fortunate. - 


Dave Yarns, W7AQK, has been climb- 
ing the DXCC ladder under the CC&R 
radar. He explains: “I live in a develop- 
ment which has good sized lots, but not 
“acreages.” It’s also CC&R restricted, so 
beams and high wires and out. Neverthe- 
less, I’ve been able to “sneak by” without 
lots of complaining by using a single, 
multiband ' vertical. Neighbors who have 
inquired about it so far have seemed 
accommodating since I tell them I really 
couldn’t even practice Ham Radio without 
some sort of antenna. My vertical doesn’t 
create any more of an eyesore (if as much) 
as the nearby telephone poles, so most 
seem satisfied. 

“My antenna is a Cushcraft R8 (I pre- 
viously used an R7, which worked pretty 
much equally well). I chose this antenna 
because it is a half-wave design (so no 
radials required), and it is fairly unobtru- 
sive. Mine is elevated about 15 feet above 
the ground, so it goes from my roofline 
up. It’s intended only for 40 through 
6 Meters, so I don’t have too much oppor- 


tunity to work anything lower. 

“T run 100 watts or less, and quite often 
I am QRP at 5 watts or less. Notwith- 
standing these limitations, I’ve worked 
140 countries or so QRP, and quite a few 
more running 100 watts. Most of this is, 
on CW, which substantially favors lower 
power operation. 
~ “It’s hard to say what my ‘prized’ DX 
contact is, but I can tell you what was 
the most surprising. During the recent 
VP6DX DXpedition, I worked them on 
20 band slots, including 80 and 160 Meter 
SSB and CW! That’s with 100 watts and 
the R8, which isn’t supposed to do 80 or 
160! That’s as many band slots as anyone 
achieved. I have to give credit though, 
to the ‘good ears’ at VP6DX. Then, I 
did pretty much the same thing with the 
recent TXS5C DXpedition. I worked them 
on 19 band slots, including 80 (CW and 
SSB) and 160 (CW — no SSB activity 
by them on this band). I missed out on 17 
through 10 RTTY, but they only made a 
very limited number of contacts on those 
bands in that mode — mostly last minute 
stuff. The most anyone did was 23 band 


‘s THE DREAM BEAM 36 


@ 40/30M Yagi, 60% of a full 
sized element, but virtually 
equals the performance of . 
an identical full sized 
antenna 


@ 80M fully tunable dipole 
option is available. Adds no - 
wind load and has nearly full 
sized performance 


@ The Dream Beam series will 
offer antennas for both 
space limited Hams as well 
as the “Big Guns” who have 
the space and want the very 
best. 


Weight | 160 Ibs 
Wind Load] 17.5 sq ft 
Turning Radius | 26 ft 
Introductory Price | $4295.00 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com WorldRadio, July 2008 19 


trom 


MILUWATTS 


KILOWATTS: 


Nore Watts per Dollar 


Wattmete 
TMOS & GASF 


Doorknob Capacit 
Electrolytic Capa 
Variable Capacito 
RF Power Module 
‘Tubes & Socke 


HV Rectifiers 


slots, and that included some or all of 
those RTTY slots I missed. So, the big 
surprise was being able to work these 
DXpeditions on 80 and 160. My antenna 
tuner gets most of the credit! 

“T love to chase DX, but I do it strictly 
for the fun of it. ’m not worried if they 
QSL or not. I’m also interested in work- 
ing DX using QRP if possible. I usually 
try at 5 watts first, and then go ‘QRO’ 
if it just seems to overwhelming to bust 
through the pile-up. But QRO to me is 
100 watts, and if I can hear them, that's 
usually enough.” 

“Working a “Top 10 Most Wanted” is 
always a challenge — especially when 
youre “hardware challenged.” When I 
moved to Colorado in 2000, all I was 
able to put up for the first year was my 
trusty Butternut, HF6V. As fate would 
have it, Chuck Brady (N4BWQ — now 
SK) showed up on Bouvet Island a 
couple of months after my move. I 
remember listening every opportunity 
I had hoping to work Chuck as it would 
be an all-time new one. However, with 
just a vertical and 100w I didn’t hold 
out much hope. 

‘Gary Danaher, AB5RM, seemed to 
be in nearly the same situation. He says 
“T live in suburban Dallas on a 7,200 


Amazing 
High Performance! 


e Very Sensitive, Dual Conversion - 


° Bass, Treble, RF Gain Controls 

e AM/SW 520kHz-30MHz, FM 

e 50 Memories, Wide/Narrow Switch 

¢ Built-in Twin Coil Ferrite” Antenna 

e External Antenna Jacks, AM-IF Out 

¢ Built-in Battery Charger 

e 12" Wide with Fold-Down Handle 
$149% 


CCRANE 


Free Catalog 


800-522-8863 - Ccrane.com 
1001 Main Street, Fortuna, CA 95540 


square foot lot. I have used a Butternut 


but for the last ten years a Gap Chal- — 


lenger. 80 Meters is terrible so I have to 
pick them when I can. During my time 
here I have used a Kewnwood TS530SP, 
TS570D, and currently an Icom 756 
Pro III. For an extra ‘uumph,’ I use an 
Ameritron AL80A. I only need North 
Korea, South Sandwich, Scarborough, 
Lakshadweep, and have worked an 
uncountable Yemen. That’s it. 

“My story goes back to Chuck Brady 
on Bouvet Island. I had a one-hour 
window each evening where I could 
hear him and before he had to go to 
work. I called every night — called 
HARD. One night I’m calling and he 
goes QRT for work. Several of us stick 
around and just chat about how long we 
have been trying to get him. Suddenly 
someone says he is calling me. The 


' band goes quiet and there he is, calling 


me and giving me a report. I reported 
back, stunned. Everyone gives me an 
electronic high five and in a few min- 
utes the phone rings from some Ham 
in Massachusetts to congratulate me. I 
guess Chuck had taken pity on me, but 
it was my only contact with Bouvet. We 
all miss Chuck. I especially miss him . 
for what he gave me.” 
“It is stories like these that I hope 


‘encourage even the smallest “pistols” 


to get in the pile-ups and call. You may 
not be the first to get through, but with 
a little effort (and maybe some sweat) 


_ you can get into the log. Oh, the 3Y/B 


I mentioned earlier? It’s still not in 
my log! 


2S8T — Marion Island 


Speaking of Bouvet, Petrus Kritz- 
inger (ZS6GCM), who was recently 
on the island as 3Y@E, is at it again 
putting another Top Ten DXCC 
entity on the air. Petrus arrived on 
Marion Island (AF-021) 31 March 
and is expected to stay for one year. 
Keep in mind he is relatively new to 
HF but is expected to be operating | 
SSB/CW/RTTY on 160-10 as ZS8T. 
His equipment includes an ICOM 
IC-7000, AL80 amplifier, a 5-band 
Spiderbeam and a SteppIR vertical. 
For more information on this opera- 
tion, be sure to check out the website 
at at: http://zs8t.net. - 
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w/BNC Connector Lar RR MET 
¢ Lithium lon Battery 55' Freestanding 
¢ 2” Color TFT Display Crank-Up 
° Audio/Video Output Handles 18 sq. ft: John, NSEHP Mgr, 
¢ Four Way Action Joystick - @50 mph denver@hamradio. com 
No guying required 


¢ PC Programmable w/Optional 
Cable & Software 


“cell bands blocked 
*816-901.995 MHz blocked; unblocked versions 


Extra-strength const. 
Can add raising and 
motor drive acces. 


available to FCC approved users. FM video range : = 
forthe IC-R3 is 900-1300 MHz & 2250-2450 MHz to EIA lone dead oy ae ay 
Shown with Other Models noe : 
ere teen Optional at Great Prices! 
Rotor Base 
Call For Latest 


Pricing! 800) 444-7927 


Mark, KJ4VO, Mar. 4 
Doraville, 1 mi. no. of oe 


we 263-0700 


Detailed illuminated map shows time, time zone, 
sun position and day of the week at a glance for 
any place in the world.Continuously moving — 
areas of day and night change as you watch. 

¢ Mounts easily on wall. Size: 34 1/2" x 22 1/2", 


Reg $1595. SALE $1299.95 


woodbridge@hamradia com 
SALEM, NH 


All US Towers shipped by truck; 
freight charges additional 


CSE A A NT aE YE 


New 75/80 Meter 
Privileges in Japan 

The JARL announced that as of 28 
April, Japanese radio amateur opera- 
tors will receive more band privileges 
on the 80/75 Meters band. JA operators 
are now allowed to operate on the fol- 
lowing frequencies (*new): 3500-3575 
kHz (CW only), 3520-3525 kHz (Digital 
Mode and CW), 3525-3575 kHz (Phone 
and CW), 3599-3612 kHz (* CW and 
Phone), 3680-3687 kHz (* CW and 
Phone), 3702-3716 kHz (* CW and 
Phone), 3745-3770 kHz (CW and Phone) 
(* 3745-3747 kHz and 3754-3770 kHz) 
and 3791-3805 kHz (CW and Phone). 
Japanese band plans are available at: 
http://www.jarl.or.jp/English/6_Band_ 
Plan/JAbandplan.pdf. 


Market Reef DXpedition 


Six operators will activate semi-rare 
Market Reef between 11-14 July, which 


will include a Multi-Single entry inthe . 


IARU HF World Championship (12-13 
July). The group will have three stations 
- on the air on 160-6 Meters. Opera- 
tors mentioned are: Olaf/SMOCKV, 
-Seppo/OHIVR, Markus/ OH3RM, 
Bob/W6RGG, Vicky/AE9Y L and Carl/ 
K9LA. All operators will sign OJ@/ 
homecall before and after the IARU 
Contest, except for OHIVR who will 
use OJOVR. QSL all OJ@/homecalls 
via operators’ home callsigns and 
OJO@VR via OHIVR. A special callsign 
for the contest has been applied for 


HYBRID- ann sed fille 


MQ-24SR - 


MINI 
HF BEAM 


MQ-1 Four-Band Antenna 
6,10,15,20 Meters, Two element 
MQ-24SR Four-Band Antenna 
6,10,15,20 Meters, Enhanced reflector 


MQ-34SR Four-Band Antenna 
6,10,15,20 Meters, Three element, E/Ref. 


MQ-26 Six-Band Antenna 
6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Two element 
MQ-26SR Six-Band Antenna 
6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Enhanced Refl. 
MQ-36SR Six-Band Antenna 
6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Three © 
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and is not yet known. The Market Reef 
lighthouse has the following reference 
numbers: ARLHS MAR-001, TWLHD 
WLH OJ@-001, WLOTA LH- 0542 and 
Admiralty C4472. 


Interesting Logs on 
Logbook of the World 
Alan, G4NXG, received 7O8AA 

credit (for a 1990 QSO) on “Logbook of 
The World” (Lol W). Paul, F6EX V, has 
also added the following rare and inter- 
esting DXpeditions to the Lo!'W: 4U9U 
(Burundi — 1994), 9X5DX (Rwanda 
— 1993/94), 9Q5EXV (Dem. Rep. of 
the Congo — 1994/95), MUM@EXV 
(Guernsey — 2006), TOSFJ (St. Barts 
— 2008), WH8/F6EXV (American 
Samoa — 2005), ZAIZXV (New Zea- 
land — 1991) and F6EXV. 


Oceania Adventure 
DXpedition Announced 


Four operators will be active from 
Christmas Island (OC-002) during July 


_ for ten days. Activity will be on 160-10 


Meters and possibly 6 Meters. They 
plan to have three stations active (one 
with high power, two barefoot). Opera- 
tors, with modes of operation and their 
callsigns are as follows: 
Manuel/CT1BW W (CW/SSB/RTTY/ 
PSK31/SSTV) — VK9XWW 
Juan/EA3GHZ (CW/SSB) — 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


The DX Store 


Amateur Radio Equipment for DXers! 


Whether you’re operating from 
halfway around the world or just 
up the hall from your living room, 
you want equipment you can 
count on to perform... You want 


sales@dxstore.com 
www.dxstore.com 


10301 Maybrook Ave. Whittier, CA 90603 


VK9XHZ 
Juan/EA45EOR (SSB/RTTY/PSK31/ 
SSTV) — VK9XOR 
~ Claudina/ECSBME (YL — SSB 
only) — VK9XME 


Pilot stations are: Africa — ZSI1AU, 


Asia — JA8BMK, Europe — EA4TD, 


Ocenia — ZL2AL and VK2CZ, and 
North America — K4SV. QSL via 
EA4URE, or via the operator’s home 
callsign. The offical website is: http:// | 
www.dxciting.com/vk9x/. 


Sunspots for Sale? 

Finally, I just have to pass this along. 
This website was recently mentioned on 
one of the DX reflectors I’m subscribed 
to. | wonder if coating your antenna 
with it will help work those rare ones! 
http://www. solarflux.com/Pages/Pro- 
ductinfo.html. 

— That’s it for this month’s column. 


_I look forward to hearing your com- 


ments, complaints or whatever is on 
your mind. Thanks to everyone who 
submitted comments on operating in 
“HF Challenged Locations”, the ARRL 
& OPDX Bulletin for providing addi- 
tional information. If you have any DX 
information you would like announced, 
please send the information at least two 
months in advance to nOvd@dxcentral. 
com. Until next time, see you in pseise' 

— NOVD 


| me QSL MANAGERS (@) 


CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER | CALL MANAGER 
3ZOKK SP3FUK HB2@@8A HB9OSVT LZ@8KM LZIPJ OE2@@8R OE9SEI RPIL RZ1AWO RP9J RV9JD 
3Z@TGP SP9PDG HB2@@8GE MJ@MJH M@MJH OE2@@8REO RPIN RNINU RP9IGS RK9SYY 
4L4WW ~~ EA7TFTR HB9IBG MS@DGR OES5REO RPIVIC RVIAC | RP9OMP RZ9OJ 
4Z6OTL 4Z4TL HB2@@8HQ MM@DFV OE2@@8RI OESRI RP3ABT RA3BT | RP9X UA9XC 
SB4AHI RX3RC | - HB9SVT MX@IRN — G4IRN OE2@@8SMC RP3D RA3FO SS@IPY S$51RU 
“5CS5W EASXX HB2@@8J HB9EKB MX@NRC  M3UNN OEISMC RP3DJY UA3DJY SI9SAM SM3CVM 
SX7EN DC7NF HB2@@8MM_ - | NP3CW EB7DX OE2@@8SSU RP3EOD RU3EJ SJIOWL LA4EKA 
SZ4ES. —s KK IRV HB9ODTE OA4BHY/3 DL2JIRM OE1SSU RP3EPS RZ3EC SN@DO SQ2CFL 
6L@OX  HLO@NHQ HB2@@80K ODSPL HB9CRV OE2@@8TAV RP3GKK RN3GM | SN@TGP SP8ZKX 
6LO@VH DSS5QLJ HB9OCR OE20@8AAI OE9TAV RP3K UA3QDX SO9Q SP9QMP 
TS5OS SM6EGJ | HB2@@8P HB9DUQ OE7AAI | OE2@@8U OE3GCU RP3LPM RZ3LC SY2G SV2JAO 
9AGCI DE@MST | HB2@@8Q HB9EHJ OE2@@8AVC OE2@@8VIE RP3QWK N2UCK SY2V SV2GJV 
9ATO@LPC 9ATKM HB2@@8S HB9AOF OE1AVC OE4VIE RP3RST RN3RQ SZ8L SV3GKE 
9AT3AA 9A2AA HB2@@8X HB9DLO OE2@@8B OE7SPI OE2@@8wWOQ RP3RTF UA3RQG | TK7C FOIE 
9H3ZQ DF7JP HB2@@8Z HB3YIG OE2@@8BZL OE8WOQ RP3UNN RK3UWA | TM3RCH  F8KHN 
9K2/SP4R SP4GFG HC2SL — EASKB OE2BZL | OE2@@8WPV RP3V RK3VWA UE3DDX/3 RZ3FR 
9M2IDJ JA6IDJ HC8/UR3HR OE2@@8C OE4RGC OE9WPV RP3WKB UE3EDA RZ3EC 
ONTWU = JA8MWU UR3HR OE2@@8CMI OE2@@8WRO RK3WWA | UE4CMS RW4CM 
A4IMX EB7DX HC8/UTSUY » OE7CMI OESWRO RP3YGA RV3YR UE8@MC UA9MC 
A6lI IZ8CLM UTSUY OE2@@8D OE4SWA OE2@@8XQC RP3ZOR RK3ZZM UE8@MD UA9MD 
BY7KP/7 BY7IFJ HC8/UX@HX OE2@@8DXA OEIWHC RP4H RW4HB UE9RDA 
CQ4IPY CTIBWW UX@HX OE3DXA | OE2@@8Z OE7XWI- RP4HRT RZ4HXM RK9IQWW 
CWIGM CX2ABC HC8/UZ1HZ OE2@@8E OE7XKJ OH2DZ/P UAIANA RP4M UA4LU VC2VQ VE2CQ 
DA@SAR~ DK8VR UZI1HZ OE2@@8FMH OL19@8D OKIKT RP4P RA4PO VE7NARA 
DMI52ZYA DJ7AL HFI6PZK SP9PNB OE7FMH | OL55@KJ. OK2KR RP4PR RW4PL ' + VE7FCO 
E73MMM HF30KVW OE2@@8GOA OL6®@@VB OK2JS RP4W RK4WWEF | W3S KA3UNQ 
E73TW or K2PF SPS5SKVW OEIGOA | PYI@@JA PY2PA RP63DWM RN3BR | W8H W8KJ 
’ EDIPVB. EAIURS HG18481 HA3HK OE2G@@G8GQA R245GS RL3AB RP63P R3AWA YB4IPY IGYKN 
EEITR EA1LYG HI3K KB2MS OEIGQA | RPIA RZIAWF RP63X UA9XC YIOWV NISDX 
EG4DCM  EA4CT HP#/JA6REX OE2@@8I OE7XCI | RPIADB RZIAXL RP6A RA6AU YM@TA TAIED 
EM4@EKR UT4EK JA6REX OE2@@8ICI OESICI RP1ICC RV1ICC RP6Y RA6YJ YPOW YOOWF 
E0631 UR6IM HS@AC HS@ZFZ OE2@@8JTB RPICKK RX1CQ RP6Y W, UA6YW | ZD8N G3ZVW 
EO63JM K2PF HZIMD — EA7FTR OE1JTB | RPIK RV1AQ RP9A UA9APA ZF2GU DL7VOG 
E0O63JS UU9CW IF9A IT9ATF OE20@@8KLW 
EO63MF UR@MM II@ALE IW@EFA OEIKLW 
EO63X UT3XX Il4SM I4PZP OE2@@8K YG 
EP4SP OK1DOT IQ80M IZ8EDJ OE6KYG 
EV5C EW3AA | IR3IPY  IZ3DBA | OE2Q@8L OESFSL | QSLMANAGER ADDRESSES 
EW6GF DL8KAC IR8DX IK8VRH OE2@@8MBB Fic nina : 
GBOGFH M@CNP IR&PS I8ACB OEIMBB Seiad yee Scant ae JICA-ZI Project, P.O. Box 910062, 
GB2BST M@XIG TYQIMD IKOWGF OE2@@8MDF DE@MST Manfred Stippschild, Sylvensteinstr. 9, D-83661 Lenggries, 
GB4MDI GW@ANA | IY@ORP IZ@BTV OE6MDF Germany ; 
GB6MD GM4FDM TY@TC IOKHP OE20@80HO FOIE P.O. Box 211, 85330 Noirmoutier en l’ile, France 
- GB8GM M@DOL | IYISP_ IISAF OESOHO | JDIBMM Masafumi Ishihara, 2-305 Loran, 2-5-35 Miyazaki, Chuo-ku, 
GS3PYE/P G4HUN IYITTM ~=IWIRIK OE2@@80HO Chiba 260-0806, Japan 
GS4MWS/p TY5PIS IZSDMC OESOHO | OM2SA _ Juraj Sipos, P.O. Box 29, 94603 Kolarovo, Slovak Republic 
2E®DOD JT1PA DJSPA OE2@@8P OE8SPW | SV2ASP = Monk Apollo, Docheiariou Monastery, 63087 Mount Athos, 
HA8@MRASZ JTISNY IGSNY OE2@@8PKV Greece 
HAIDAE KH@TH JLIUTS OE9PKV TAILED Metin Korkmaz, P.O.Box 27, Tekirdag 59100, Turkey 


BALUN KITS RFI Filters 


Acro- Bat 


_ Safeguard your hi-power ‘operations 


Hi-Q Gommion-mode Filters (OMF}. 

Trusted by many hams wand-wide 

since 1988 Broad-band{1.8-250MHz) 

att SOdB for 1.8-70MHz operations, 

» HF +6m Rigs and Arnps. 250w: 
$104.95 Skw $144.95 . RF inquiry 


Low pass Filter (LPF}: Fabricated 
frorn 2 internal Al cie-casts for 

i sharp and exceptional attenuation, 
 120dB ait, kw kay down. Double 

i shielding structure. HF(DC-30MHz} 
: $182.98 HF +hrn(DC-S4MHz}: 

: $169.95 SAGAMIENG MFG 


Ferrite Cores: 31 Material: Anew 
material designed specifically for RFI 
suppression applications covering vary 
broad frequency range of 1-1,000 
MHz. Fitting cable diameter 0.5": $4.45 


1:1 Current Balun Kits. Beads slip over the 
cable, shrink tubing holds them in place. Full 
legal power. 3.5-1000 MHz. Use two for 160M. 
BA-8 fits 1/2" coax.........516.50 

BA-58 fits 1/4" coax.........$8.50 

WSs +58 S&H (for total order) Tax in Calif. 


& PALOMAR’ 


BOX 462222, ESCONDIDO, CA 92046 
TEL: 760-747-3343 FAX: 760-747-3346 
email: info@Palomar-Engineers.com 
www.Palomar-Engineers.com 


The ravehiionany n new WTEN-TEC 
antenna hanger. Unbreakable. 
Not affected by UV. Ladder line 
or coax fed antennas. $9.95! 
www.tentec.com (800) 833-7373 


i 4.0° $1595 Fair-Rite 


j 
i www.RFohoke,com info: {845} 255-0521 OLYMPIX 
i 245 Main St. New Patz, NY $2564 
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‘ky) EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS | | 


Checklists, Common 
Sense and Experience 


I had not heard from for many years. 
He’s busy traversing the world 
making it safer for all of us and trying 


| Fe a great e-mail from a fellow 


to enjoy Amateur Radio in the process. - 


He reinforced a reality check I’d been 
pondering for several months but had 
been unable to fully articulate. 
Basically he asked the question: 
“Why do we spend so much time pre- 
paring” for events that will most likely 
NOT affect us or for events that have 
a 99% probability of not happening 
in our lifetime? Here’s a sampling of 
some of his letter: “I’ve... populated a 
host of suitcases and duffle bags and 
backpacks and tool boxes and on and 
on. I’ve hosted table-top exercises.” 
And then he goes on to say: “The 
chances that you or I or anyone else 
being involved in a real emergency is 
quite small... Indeed, you may be able 
to count on one hand the number of 
chances in your whole life to witness 
or happen upon a vehicle accident.” 
He continues: “It is likely that the food 
and water in your kit or your house or 
your car will rot. Emergency prepared- 
ness must be time and money you are 
willing to give up. Like insurance, you 
spend it and hope it will never be used. 
There is a high likelihood that if you do 
find yourself in the middle of an emer- 
gency, you will not be anywhere near 
the supplies and equipment you need. 


Batteries will be dead. The water packets 


www.thesignman.com 
1-888-426-8241 


BADGES - CAPS - LICENSE PLATES & FRAMES 


The SignMan of Baton Rouge 
rick@thesignman.com 
P.O. Box 84107 
Baton Rouge, LA 70884-4107 
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ST1V93G - SSHDLVd 


COLOR BADGES, DESKSTANDS, KEYCHAINS, MUGS 


Specializing in SKYWARN, EM, 
RACES, ARRL, ARES & CD Items 
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Jerry Wellman, W7SAR 


will have sprung a leak and ruined other 


things in your kit. The CMOS battery in 


your ‘emergency’ laptop will be dead.” 

And then he offers this insight: “Any 
plan must include the idea that you are 
able to think outside of your 72-hour kit. 
You [must be] able to take stock of what 
you have on your person, what you have 
in your car, what you have in your pocket 
and make do with whatever it is that you 
have — or don’t have.” 

He echoes what I’ve discovered, that 
having lists and lists and lists of “things” 
are only a “vague. idea of what I need 
and want.” In short, what he’s passing 
along is a focus on COMMON SENSE 
and EXPERIENCE. Some of what he 
wrote struck me initially as an “I give 
up” approach to emergency prepared- 


ness — the idea being there is nothing © 


we can do to prepare, so why bother? I 
had to read and ponder his comments for 
a while (and exchange a message or two) 
before it began to sink in. Preparation 
and readiness is an individual process. 
Along the way we learn and gather expe- 
rience and become “able” to improvise 
and not panic. 

The ideal “emergency” response is 
a collection of individuals with skills 
to improvise and think and not rely on 
checklists or “kits” that probably won’t 
be at hand anyway. He also mentioned 
checklists and I chuckled. Among the 
“stuff” I pitched this past month include 
a number of “day planners” and PDA 


HANG YOUR NEXT WIRE ANTENNA 
| THE EZ HANG WAY 


Everything you need; the original EZ Hang, the EZ 
Winder, a spare set of bands & 7 extra weights: $99.95 
plus $9.05 (US) S/H. 
EZ Hang, Code W * 2217 Princess Anne St., Ste. 104-1 
Fredericksburg VA 22401 * www.ezhang.com * 540-286-0176 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


devices that all were purchased to “help” 


me stay on task and organized. I had 
several large calendars and notebooks 
containing lists of “things to do.” Our 
company recently updated some soft- 
ware to allow everyone in the building 
to create a calendar (and task list) and 
then merge and/or coordinate this with - 
everyone else in the building. It sounded 
good in theory. After several months the 
only thing that seemed to get done was 
large amounts of time spent on entering 
data (i.e. tasks) and less time getting 
the tasks accomplished. This great idea 
was preventing people from just talking 
in groups or pitching in and getting a 
job done. We were being scheduled and 
managed to death — and the projects 
were not getting done faster or better! 

I don’t advocate abandoning check- 
lists or calendars or methods of taking 


notes to keep one on track. When I’m 


preparing to attend Scout camp I keep 
a running list of things I need to pack 
and bring. The list begins with my own 
anticipated needs based on experience 
from PAST events and lessons learned. 
I also know I cannot’ take everything 
(if I need everything I should just stay 
home). Once the event is done the — 
checklist gets pitched. 

Two examples. During a recent SAR 
training exercise a very paper-oriented 
Army colonel was quite upset that the 
EOC did not have a complete and com- © 
prehensive checklist of actions. Chal- 
lenged to create one he found it wasn’t — 
possible to list every anticipated action 
for a scenario that changed. If you do the 
same things every time you go, a check- 
list is possible. When you're dealing with 
fluid events (which is much of what an 
emergency embodies) you can have a 
basic framework but not a checklist that 
covers every contingency, 

Last night a wonderful fellow came 
over to ask for help with his radio. He 
said the radio would not receive and he 
could not get it to work (it was nearly 
new and had no mechanical or electrical 


problems). When I asked him to show me 
the problem, he pulled out a notebook 
with a step-by-step list of how to get 
the radio tuned to a particular repeater. 
There were two problems. First, he did 
not understand how a repeater worked 
(different transmit and receive frequen- 
cies) so he could not look at the display 
and see that it was not transmitting on 
the proper frequency. Second, he did 
not understand that one button could do 
multiple functions based on whether the 
_ radio was in memory, VFO, program 
or scan mode. This little radio had him 
completely confused — despite the 
checklist — and his answer was to press 
buttons and twist knobs until something 
familiar was in the display (which wasn’t 
very often based on random events he 
was trying). 

In both cases (the SAR exercise and 
the radio) the individuals felt compelled 
to retreat to the safety of a checklist. 
The individual at the SAR event had 
been “taught” in a safe administrative 
setting where events could be scripted 
because the tasks were the same (he was 
in military maintenance). The second 
individual was not first taught some radio 
basics and could not properly interpret 
what he was seeing on the radio display. 
Both were victims of a checklist that 
could not solve the problem at hand. 
Once the fellow understood the radio 
functions and how a repeater worked, 
THEN the checklist in the manual began 
to make sense (offset, PL, scan rate, 
bandwidth, etc.) and he could program 
the radio properly. 

During the SAR exercise I saw lights 
come on when the individual realized 
that the checklist can be a framework for 
basics (such as keep a log, check for safe 
operations, plot leads on a tactical map, 

‘alert proper authorities, etc.) but not a 
step-by-step action plan to find the miss- 
ing person. Back to my initial thoughts. 
Should we prepare for emergencies? 
Should we have checklists of gear? If my 
food and supplies are not going to be in 
the right place at the right why should I 
have them? If my batteries are going to 
be dead, why bother? 

Much of the time, I feel, it is the 
process that is important. I actually 
do hope that the material I have in my 
emergency boxes will be of value and 
will be where I can use it if I need it. 


Much of the material I have I use when 
I respond to an event and having it 
packaged and ready is important. Most 
of the time I will not need to eat those 


- MREs I have in my bail-out bag. Two or 


three times I was hungry and the store 
was closed in a remote area of Utah 
and those MREs tasted pretty good and 
I was glad I’d prepared. A lot of what 


we do is to prepare so we can GO and 


be of service. 

If the disaster strikes where I am, I 
move into the survival mode and hope 
my experience and common sense will 
get me (and my loved ones) through the 
event alive. If I were in a tornado area 
I would prepare accordingly and carry 
supplies in my vehicle appropriate to 
possible events. In Utah we have heat 
and cold and miles of remote highways. 
What I carry depends on the time of 
year and where I’m going and, yes, I 
do feel better having prepared than 


' Just heading out and hoping I am in 


the 99-percentage of safety. Yes, I do 
plan on the one-percent and I feel better 
having prepared. 

Remember there are various cat- 
egories of preparedness. Some of my 
preparedness is for food shortages or 
events that impact where I live (i.e. my 
home and family). Other areas of pre- 
paredness include obtaining skills and 
education in the event of a job change 
or if the company I work for goes out 
of business or implements layoffs in 
difficult economic times. I also have 
some financial preparedness for times 
when the paycheck isn’t able to stretch 
the whole month (unexpected medical 
challenges or vehicle/home repairs). 
And then I have materials I would use 
when I go to help on an event — having 
time to go home and put anal in 
my Car. 

Each of these preparedness ‘ “types” 


| involves planning and each scenario 


differs. As we put time and effort into 
preparedness we do hope we will never 
need the “stuff” we’ve gathered — but 
we sure feel better being prepared than 
hoping nothing will happen to us! 
Until next month, best wishes from 
Salt Lake City! 
. — Jerry Wellman, W7SAR, can be 
reached. by sending mail to: P.O. Box 
11445, Salt Lake City, UT 84147; or by 


sending e-mail to: jw@desnews.com © 


BATTERIES AMERICA 


SW LION ge 7.4 1 600mAn ‘$44, 95 
EMS-217 pesk Rapid-Smart Charger tor BP-217 $49.95 | 
CP-1 a L. DC Power & nea Cord (M8 1C-928 too) S22. 95 4 

VBS IEE SE: EE a 


ICOM IC: NER, f 3 £38 2% z 
BP-210N aw. NIMM batt, 7. 2v 2000mAn S44. BS 3 
CBE-210N Battery Eliminator ji2v motte use) 824.95 | 
OF ACEI FOIE oe TELM HO TOER, JOA DS IC BS ¢ 
BP-200XL swnimiver. 9.6V 1450mAh $59.25 | 


BP-197h 6-cell AA Battery case wie) $29.95 | 
{COM IG WSEAS. FIR: TI, LIK, Cae, TAOS, WEIR: 


BP-173x swisnvaney9.6V 1450mAh $59.95 | 


shat ee &-cell AA Battery case ni-w $25.98 | 
OO 1 GH, RANT, BERK: S5AE, ASRAC RY AC. 2 


iC-8 B-cell AA a bate caer (wt charge sec $24.95 | 
BP-8h aw ni-ca-toricom 8.4V 1400mAh. 839.25 
BP-202h winn-radosn7.2V TO0OmAn 834.95 ; 
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‘ky) FM, VHF, & REPEATERS : 


FCC Refuses Petition For Digital 
Operations Subbands 


he Federal Communications 
T Commission denied a petition 
filed 10 October by Ken D. 
Chafin, W6CPA, and Leon J. Brown, 
KC6JAR, which asked that a repeater 
subband be created in the 145.5 
tol45.8 MHz segment of 2 Meters 
to permit the introduction of digital 
voice repeaters in areas where no 
spectrum exists for them. 
In their petition Chafrn and Brown 
argued that additional spectrum is 
needed for repeater stations because 


some amateur repeater stations have 


begun using certain digital commu- 
nication protocols, and “digital voice 
operation is incompatible with existing 
analog operations. Digital voice users 
are unable to determine if the desired 
frequency is in use by analog users and 
can inadvertently cause harmful interfer- 
ence to those users. The pair also argued 
that coordinating groups have been 
unable to separate analog and digital 
. voice repeater operations to avoid harm- 
ful interference because the available 
repeater spectrum in the 2 Meter band is 
fully occupied by existing analog users 
in most metropolitan areas.” 

The agency concluded that the Peti- 
tion does not present grounds for the 
Commission to propose to amend its 
rules. Repeater stations are authorized 
to transmit on any frequency in the 2 
Meter band except the 144.0 to 144.5 
MHz and 145.5 tol146.0 MHz frequency 
segments. These two segments were 
excluded to minimize the possibility of 
harmful interference to other amateur 
service stations and operating activities, 
especially “weak signal” operations. 
The FCC says that allocating an addi- 
tional three hundred kilohertz of the 2 
Meter band to repeater operation would 
not be consistent with that concern. 

Moreover, to the extent that the 
petition proposes a separate frequency 
segment for use by digital but not 
analog repeater stations, the FCC 
notes that when the Commission has 
previously addressed the issue of 
interference between amateur sta- 
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tions engaging in different operating 
activities, it has declined to revise the 
rules to limit a frequency segment to 
one emission type in order to prevent 
interference to the operating activi- 
ties of other Amateur Radio service 


licensees The Commission noted 


that interference between amateur 
stations is already addressed by Sec- 
tion 97.101(b) and (d) of the Commis- 
sion’s Rules. These require amateur 
licensees to cooperate in selecting 
transmitting channels and in making 
the most effective use of amateur 
frequencies, provide that no amateur 
frequency will be assigned for the 
exclusive use of any station allocated 
to the Amateur Radio Service, and 
prohibit operators from willfully or 


maliciously interfering with or caus-: 


ing interference to any radio com- 
munication or signal. 

The bottom line. The FCC says no 
new repeater subband will be created 
to cater to the desires of digital voice 
operators. Rules that say repeaters, be 
they analog or digital have to stay in 
their own RE back yards and operate 
in a way as to cause no interference 
to other users of bands where repeater 
and non repeater operations both exist. 
It also might be viewed as a kind of 
subliminal warning to coordinators who 
are considering putting digital voice 
repeaters in spectrum outside of estab- 
lished repeater subbands to reconsider 
and not make such a move. 
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So What Does it Mean to 


You and Me? 


Now that the FCC appears to have 
made it clear that its not going to expand 
repeater subbands to placate the needs, 


‘wants and/or desires of proponents of 


digital voice repeaters to give them a 
foothold on spectrum, just how can they 
survive and prosper? And what does it 
mean to you and me? 

The technologic answer is‘very simple 
but the sociological and political impli- 
cations are a lot more far-ranging. If you 
look at who wants to put up digital voice 
repeaters, it’s mainly those who already 
own and operate one or more analog FM 
machines. Some individuals and clubs 
around the country operate analog voice 
repeaters on every band from 6 Meters 
through 1.2 GHz or higher. Others have 
both voice and ATV systems on several 
bands. Each of these repeaters ties up a 
pair of channels on each band, but since 
the latest round of restructuring that 
has siphoned off many former VHF/ 
UHF-only operators to HF, more and 
more repeaters are lying dormant for 
days and even weeks at a time. 

If you fall into the category of mul- 
tiple repeater ownership, you should not 
be going back to the local frequency 
coordinator asking for more frequency 
pairs so you can own yet another 
repeater. Instead, convert one or more of 
the systems you now own from analog 
to digital. 

“Oh wait” you say. “What about my 
users who do not want to go digital? 
What will happen to them?” Well that’s: 
the sociological and political aspect of 
this situation. Chances are that those 
who operate one-band only and if it’s 
the band you plan to take digital will 
be lost. They won’t be giving up the 
hobby but instead will simply move to 
another analog FM repeater. Consider 
it part of the cost of modernization and 
move on. | 

One argument always put forth by 
owner/operators of multiple repeaters is 
that they need to have all of them ready in 
case one fails during an emergency. The 
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truth be known, unless the repeaters are 
each at different sites, in an emergency 
_ Situation the chances are that all repeat- 

’ ers located at a single (Common) repeater 
site will be knocked off the air. So if you 


want to raise this argument, then you had ° 


_ better show that your system on 2 Meters 
is at a different location from your 220 
MHz or 440 MHz repeater and all sites 
had better have some form of emergency 
back-up power. With spectrum being a 
finite resource and there not being very 
much of it left in most urban areas, one 
person or one club owning and operat- 
ing a large number of analog machines 
while trying to grab spectrum for a new 
set of digital machines is more than just 
inappropriate. In my book it’s downright 

- wrong-headed and needs to be stopped 

before it becomes widespread. 

What about the new want-to-be digi- 
tal voice repeater owner? Sorry, but you 
go to the back of the line. The fact that 
you may have the money the buy and 
install the latest and greatest of digital 
voice equipment does not give you any 
special right to jump ahead of someone 
who mat have been waiting patiently for 
years and playing by the rules. 

Lastly, this note to those few coordi- 
nators and coordination councils who 
believe that they can circumvent the 
rules by defining digital voice repeaters 
as something other than a repeater so 
as to place them into spectrum outside 
repeater subbands. I am not an expert 
on communications law, but I do know 
about ducks. And if it waddles like 
a duck and quacks like a duck, the 
chances are that it’s a duck. Likewise 
if you talk with a radio on a repeater 
input and what you have said appears 
on the repeaters output — in analog 
or digital form — then it’s a repeater. 
So stop trying to play like D-Star and 
P25 machines are not repeaters and get 
on with the job of coordinating them 
where they belong. That being within 
the confines of the various designated 
repeater subbands. 

Oh yes, here’s one incentive you 
might not havé yet thought about: If 
some guy puts his repeater outside the 
repeater subband because the coordina- 
tor told him to do so gets a citation or 
fine from the FCC, guess who is going 
to hear from the guy’s lawyer? Keep 
that in mind before you go out and bend 
the rules just to squeeze in a new digital 
voice repeatet or anything else under 


the guise of it “...not being a repeater” 
when we all know that it is. 


Ode to my First Mentor: 
Jommie Rose, WA2MSX 
— Part 1 


No, that’s not a typo. His name 
was Jommie. Well, actually that was 
a nickname that became his business 
name in the latter 1930’s when Saul 
James Rosenthal opened up Rose Radio 
and Photo at 6410 Bay Parkway in my 
hometown of Brooklyn, New York. 

I met Jommie when I was in my 11th 
year and got the “photography bug.” 
Rose Radio and Photo was the closest 
place to buy things to make pictures 
with, so I popped over one afternoon 
on my way home from PS-247. 

The store “smelled” electronic, even 
though I was unaware what that odor 
was at the time. It was musty. Old smell- 
ing. Dank and yet inviting. An odor that 
said “...welcome to the world of resist- 


ers, condensers, transformers and all 


things that can convert the radio waves 
in the air to sound in your room.” The 


“odor” I would soon get to know as the 


“smell of radio.” 

Even though photography was con- 
suming my spare time, I had always been 
interested in things electric. To this day I 
can still remember sitting strapped into a 
high chair playing with my favorite toy: 
A defunct light socket into which I would 
not so delicately shove raw spaghetti or 
elbow macaroni. 

I was only seven when my dad bought 
the family’s first TV set, a 10-inch RCA 
Victor model 630 with 32 tubes plus a 
cathode ray display. In less than a year 
it went nuts, as most early sets did, and 
Sevvie the repairman came over and 
“changed a tube.” My parents were 
content with that explanation but not 
this scribe. Sevvie was a kind man and 
more than willing to do a bit of show- 
and-tell with me regarding a type 6AC7 
being used as a sync separator. By the 
time [ had turned nine, I already knew 
what happened when various tubes in 
our 630 failed, where each was located 
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and how much each one cost. 

But I never told Jommie about my 
electronic interest until one afternoon 
when Jommie was on the phone telling 
a customer which tubes to bring in to 
be tested. After he hung up and mut- 
tered something about it being another 
of those darn 630’s with no picture, I 
blurted out something like: “,..well it’s 
either the 6BG6 or the 6W4. Maybe the 
6SN7 horizontal oscillator but more 
likely the 6BG6 or the 6W4.” 

For a moment Jommie just stared at 
me with this very strange expression 
on his face. He finally asked where I 
had learned this and I explained that 
we owned a 630 set and thanks to the 
guy who fixed it I had learned a lot 
about it. 

“How much do you know about TV” 
Jommie asked? I drew him a one-line 
presentation of signal path from the 
antenna right through to the picture 
tube and loud-speaker, just the’ way 
that Sevvie had shown it to me almost 
a year earlier. 


“What else do you know 
about electricity?” 

“Let’s see. Oh, yes: My dad says it is 
very dangerous and if it’s not inside of 
a wood cabinet it can kill you. Our TV 
man says not to worry as long as you 
are careful, but dad does not believe 
him. He pulls out all the plugs when 
we go away.” 

As I related my story a broad smile 
crossed Jommie’s face. The kind of a 
smile of approval that says — yep — 
this kid wants to learn. And so began 
my unofficial training in things electric 
and electronic. And, oh yes: An invita- 
tion into the “inner sanctum” of Rose 
Radio and Photo, the back room where 
existed not only Jommie’s workbench 
but also a collection of even-then 
antique radios that would be worth a 
king’s ransom today. But to a kid, these 
old radios would be the parts supply 
that all things new and modern would 
be crafted from. 

To be continued.... 

De WAOITF 

— Bill Pasternak, WAGITF, receives 
mail at 28197 Robin Avenue, Saugus, 
CA 91350. His. 24-hour/day voice and 
fax line is 805/296-7180. He can also 
be reached by e-mail to billwa6itf@ 
juno.com or se hs alain fe 
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Meaningful Work vs Make Work 


ne of the members of our 

local radio club (Wingville 

Township Amateur Radio 
Club) recently expressed some con- 
cerns about a trend she has observed 
within the Amateur Radio Emcomm 
community. It is a trend that has been 
documented in articles in Amateur 
Radio journals as well as on-line com- 
mentaries on grz.com and e-ham. She 
suggested that maybe a more detailed 
discussion of this issue (real work vs. 
make work) might be appropriate in 
this column. I decided to take her sug- 
gestion though I clearly realize that my 
comments will not sit well with some 
readers. 

The first point is one I’ve discussed 
before, but I believe it is worth repeat- 
ing.. Amateur Radio is a service, 
not just a “hobby.” One of our basic 
purposes is to provide service to the 
public. Tragically, over time, we have 
seemed to move from that goal of 
serving the public to serving agencies. 
Granted, it can be argued that serving 
agencies does, at least indirectly, serve 
the public as well. I tend to think that 
indirect assistance is minimal. Let me 
briefly discuss a little history. 

Going back as far as the great Alas- 
kan Earthquake of 27 March 1964 
(known as the Good Friday Earth- 
quake) we see that Amateur Radio’s 
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greatest contribution was passing mes- 
sages on behalf of the public, not agen- 
cies. Those in cities near the epicenter 
of the quake (Anchorage and Valdez) 
had no way to communicate their status 
to loved ones and friends outside the 
area. Amateur Radio stepped in and 
provided that service. Yes, Amateur 
Radio also assisted in passing traffic 
on behalf of government entities but 
the primary focus was on citizens. I 
can recalla similar event and a similar 
focus of Amateur Radio at the time of 
the Tehachapi earthquake in Southern 
California in 1952. 

It was not until the late 1970s that 
the focus began to shift from serving 
the public to serving agencies (mostly 
government public safety agencies). 
As I have nofed in the past, service to 
agencies is a good and important thing 
as long as it is needed and as long as 
the public is also served directly. Too 
often and in too many places these days 
the public is left out. One of the most 
pressing needs when the infrastructure 
fails is to provide citizens with a way 
to communicate. Though there are 
some exceptions, government entities 
have multiple modes of communication 
and, most of the time, at least a part of 
government’s communications toolbox 
remains functional. This is especially 
true because of the redundancy and 


target hardening of public safety radio. 
systems made possible by Homeland 
Security Grants totaling billions of 

dollars since 2001. ' 

What seems to be occurring, more 
and more frequently, is that when any 
event occurs it is used as a reason for 
some Emcomm units to immediately 
run to the side of their police, fire and 
EMS agencies — whether needed or 
not — with little if any thought given 
to whether the public may need a 
communications resource more than 
government does. 

I have read many accounts, par- 
ticularly over the past several months, 
of relatively minor events which 
resulted in amateurs flocking to the 
scene. In most cases there was no 
indication that their presence was 
requested or needed. Let me cite one 
example. A town experienced a very 
large structure fire in a historic area — 
of downtown. Pretty major event for 
a small town. But the fire depart- 
ment’s radios worked and they were 
interoperable with the neighboring 
fire departments that responded under 
mutual aid. The police and ambulance 
radios worked and they were not only 
interoperable with each other but with 
the fire department as well. A dozen 
amateurs reportedly responded and 
were on scene for several hours. After 
action press releases from the Ama- 
teur Radio organization made a big 
deal about their presence, but without 
one mention of what they actually did 
that was related to Amateur Radio 
emergency communications. As one 
who has served professionally in law 
enforcement, fire and EMS I think I 
know the reason for that. There was 
no role related to Amateur Radio that 
could or should have been performed 
at this incident scene. 

The preceding is an example of what I 
call a “make work” rather than essential 
work activation of an Emcomm group. It 
serves no legitimate purpose other than 
to make the Amateur Radio responders 
“feel good” and feel important. In my 
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view, if they want to make a meaning- 
ful contribution in such incidents they 


would be better served becoming trained © 


volunteer firefighters (this fire was fought 
primarily by volunteers). 

Were this the only example it might 
not be worthy of comment. But it is 
far from being the only example. Not 
a week goes by without some Amateur 
Radio media source documenting, 
proudly I might add, something similar 
to that just described. Amateurs doing 
something that has absolutely nothing 

_to do with communications yet trying, 
as amateurs and as individuals, to take 
the credit for it. In fact, in far too many 
cases, readers might get the impression 
that amateurs “saved the day” when, in 
fact, they did nothing of substance and 
nothing that was really needed. 

In my view following the path 
described, which more and more 
Amateur Radio groups seem to be 
doing, is at the very least dishonest if 

not downright harmful. It is dishonest 
in the sense that publicity concerning 
“make work” assignments gives the 

_ impression that amateurs really played 
an essential role in a major emergency 
(and, thus, perhaps are heroes) when 
in fact they are not. It is potentially 
harmful for a couple of reasons. One, 
showing up at a dangerous scene 
and not being assigned to a carefully 
defined communications mission 
generally results in an unnecessary 
and undesired exposure to dangerous 
conditions. The first time an amateur 

* on-scene but without an assigned mis- 

sion to perform is seriously injured or 
killed will be the last time amateurs 
are given access to such scenes in that 
jurisdiction. 

Such escapades in pursuit of impor- 
tance and recognition are also danger- 
ous in terms of the future of Emcomm 
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. in places where such behavior occurs. 


As a former Police Chief and Fire Chief 
I can tell you, without hesitation or 
reservation, that public safety officials 
may tolerate, once or twice, amateurs 
showing up when their services are not 
needed or requested. But they will not 
tolerate it for long especially when it 
becomes clear that the motivation for 
such responses is less than altruistic. 
If they sense (and they read the press 
accounts of amateurs’ heroism too) 
that what amateurs claim to have done 
has been exaggerated or, at best, was 
“make work” they will resent it. Public 
safety professionals put their lives on 
the line with no expectation of posi- 
tive media attention. If they see that 
amateurs, who essentially have done 
little or nothing,.continually capital- 
ize on their meaningless responses for 
group or individual media accolades 
they will resent it. And, soon, they 
will restrict Amateur Radio access 
in such incidents to official requests 
for service only. And, those official 
requests for assistance will become 
fewer and farther between. That reac- 


' tion is just human nature and, I assure 


you, is definitely the nature of the 


_ public safety animal. 


One of the arguments I expect to 
hear from those who disagree with my 
premise is that amateurs of this ilk only 
respond to “be prepared in case their 
services are needed”. The phones might 


fail, the police radio repeater might go - 


down, the hospital might need to be 
evacuated. There are a lot of “mights” 
in this world, but let me assure you that 


'5 Amp Smart Battery Charger 


For Gei-Ce}! or Lead Acid Batteries 


$The Mode} 156 .charger 
‘maintains large batteries: 
i marine, auto & deep cycle. 
t Features include a precision 
i} temperature tracking 
; voltage reference and three 
#mode charging sequence. 
: May be left connected. wif 
inot overcharge. If a toad 
fis applied, the charger will 
i contribute it’s bulk current 
ito the load. When the foad 

is removed, charger current will flow into the battery. Not a 
i switcher! Low RF noise finear charger. Good for Radio Use 
i See review by W1ZR in MAR 04 QST. Input 120 VAC. Output 
$13.8 VDC. Weighs 10 Ib, 7“°W x 8"D x 4 3/4°H. Various 
i output cables with APP available, see website for details, 


| Assembled & Tested (Order #155-ASY)...,.... $159.95 


CA Residents add 7.75% saies tax. S & H $13.50 to US 48 {insured) 
AK, Hi and Foreign Orders, please contact us for detalls 


www.a-aengineering.com 


A&A Engineering 


2521 W. LaPalma #K « Anaheim CA 92801 
(714) 952-2114 « FAX (714) 952-3280 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6éwr.com 


amateurs are not the appropriate ones 
to decide whether the “might” justifies 
an unsolicited response. 

In this day and age almost any 
significant incident which occurs 
anywhere within the United States is 
managed by an Incident Commander 
(or Unified Command) with appropri- 
ate staff. It is their responsibility and 
they are trained to anticipate needs and 
“mights.” If in their judgment there is 
a potential need for Emcomm support 
they will request it. Then and only 
then is it necessary and appropriate 
for the Emcomm group to respond. 
Responding to an official request is 
“real work,” not “make work.” The 
distinction is important for a variety 
of reasons and ought to be considered 
seriously and carefully by all of us in 
the Emcomm arena. 

Until next time 73 from NE, Oregon 
de N7WR. 

The author can be contacted via 
n/wr @wrrl.org Sy 
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~) PROMOTION AND RECRUITMENT 


Building Amateur Radio’s Network 


he challenge of getting out of 
our comfortable radio shacks 
and introducing people to the 


wonderful world of Ham Radio requires 
a few messengers. There are lots of 


Opportunities awaiting. So who among ~ 


us will volunteer to tell the public about 
Amateur Radio? Raise your hands, 
please. Hmmm, a small group. Typical 
of some radio clubs. The old saying, 
“The harvest is large, but laborers are 
few,” probably applies to many groups, 
not just radio clubs. 

How, then, can we multiply the efforts 
of the few to reach the many? One 
answer is networking. 


What’s a network? 
We can define a network as a loose- 


‘knit organization of persons who under- _ 


stand Amateur Radio and are in a 
position to tell others about it. Right up 
front, let’s note that while newspapers, 
radio and TV station journalists should 
be included, they represent only a small 
portion of the network potential. One 
reason is that today these traditional 
news media are shrinking as the Internet 
grows, resulting in less advertising and 
fewer pages devoted to news. Sorry, but 
the media doesn’t consider “publicity” 


What's 
happening at 
your next 
club meeting? 


High quality ham-radio videos, 
perfect for club meetings. 


Free previews at: 
www.ARVideoNews.com 


508 Spencer Crest Ct, Cary,NC 27513 


30 WorldRadio, July 2008 


Devere “Dee” Logan, W1IHEO 


for Ham Radio to be news. 

Before we consider approaching 
potential members of our network, we 
should figure a way to offer them some- 
thing rather than just trying to “sell” 
Ham Radio. What’s in it for them? For 
example, many teachers are interested in 
ways to add to or enrich their teaching 
efforts. Amateur Radio is ideal for teach- 
ers of a variety of subjects. Science and 
physics instructors can use Ham Radio 
to show applied principles of electric- 
ity, electronics, and math. Geography 
and language teachers could explain 
that students could enjoy DX with other 
countries and practice their language 
skills. Computer science students will 
easily identify with Ham Radio’s digi- 
tal modes and software-defined radios. 
And the list goes on. A single teacher 
can influence many students and thus 


multiply the impact of a single briefing 


on Ham Radio. 


Building a network 
Our presentation should be developed 
with this in mind. It helps to draft the 
main points and know them well before 
we communicate them. A simple outline 


-can cover the main points, including 


what the Amateur Radio Service is, its 
typical uses,,its attractions as a hobby 
and public service, along with the 
licensing process. Having literature to 
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leave with the targeted network member 
can provide an easy follow-up. Our 
presentation (“pitch”) should be simple, 
delivered ad lib and with enthusiasm that 
communicates the fun and enjoyment of 
Amateur Radio. A personal meeting is 
best, but sometimes a written message 
or e-mail will have to do. 

Who should be targeted to join our 
network? The best candidates will be 
influential people such as teachers, but 
there are many others. Scout leaders 
are ideal, along with civic club officers, 
church and youth group organizers, 
police, fire and security people, news- 
paper writers, legislators, senior center 
activity coordinators etc. In short, 
anyone who regularly meets with or can 
influence others can be a spokesperson 
for Amateur Radio. 

I recently talked with a local senior 
center staffer who suggested that Ham 
Radio would be a wonderful commu- 
nication link for shut-ins. This led to 
our presentation on Ham Radio with a 
special “senior” slant. This was followed 
by another invitation to speak, this time 
to a German club. That talk allowed us 
to emphasize the unique international 
cultural and ethnic connections that 
Amateur Radio provides. Chances are 
your radio club members can identify _ 
several other target groups, starting with © 
their own circle of friends and acquain- 
tances. This is a good place to begin. 

Some target groups pose special 
challenges. Young people today are 
surrounded by high-tech devices and 


may consider radio “old fashioned.” 


Yet, some youths certainly are candi- 
dates, especially with computers as a 
common link. As Raymond “Woody” 
Woodward, K3VSA, writes, “People, 
especially kids, aren’t going to seek us 
out because they’ve heard we can talk to — 
the world. We have to adapt to the times 
and actively recruit new Hams using 
the tools that work today. We especially 
need to publicize our events on the 
Internet sites like Craig’s List where 
people are looking now. Our clubs must 
insure that their websites are attractive 


and up-to-date.” 

Randy Hatfield, AG6RH, notes that 
Ham Radio had a much larger recruiting 
pool of Baby Boomers (born 1945-1964) 
with an average age of 53 compared 

with Generation Y (born 1985-2004) 
who average 13 years. There are about 
25. million fewer of them, and their 
lifestyles are different, along with a 
higher cost of living. Randy says that 
if we recruited the same percentage of 
Hams as we did in the post-war period, 
the total would still be much smaller. 
Another issue is that radio equipment 
can be quite pricey for some potential 
Hams, something else for us to ponder. 
As he says, “We have our job cut out 
for us!” 


: | 
Establishing Relationships 


Note that publicity hasn’t been men- 
tioned. Why not? True, it’s important to 
promote our Ham Radio “brand,” but 
that usually doesn’t result in building a 
network of advocates. Far from being 
a one-shot effort, networking helps us 
build relationships. As we inform more 
and more individuals about Amateur 
Radio, we benefit from this multiply- 
ing effect as others spread the word 
for us. These relationships need to be 
encouraged and nurtured for the long 
term. So we need to keep in touch with 
our network through regular contacts 
and updates. Sending notices of public 
service events, Field Day, radio classes, 
and perhaps your club newsletter will 
assure that we will enjoy “share of 

mind,” as well as recognition. 
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Specialized Tuning Available 


t 
Coating Material............ A. Dipped in Synthetic Rubber to Seal 
: and Webb Coil, Preventing Distortion 
B. 1. PVC Covering, 
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and Acid Resistant Covering. 
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Copper Plated for Lower Resistance 
and Higher Velocity 

B. .125 dia High Carbon Steel, Bias 
Wound Flexible Shaft Core-Plated 


*SMA’s & etc. 
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THE SMILEY ANTENNA CO. __, 
THE HAND TUNED PERFORMANCE SYSTEM = *"=/" 
FEATURING PORTABLE RADIO SIMULATION TUNING 


Available from 
136-174 MHz 


www.htantennas.com « 1-800-527-5439 © FAX: 619-579-8598 


An e-mail from Brent Stover, 
WD8PNZ, reports that his Toledo, Ohio, 


* club is highly visible during events such 


as charity runs and bike-a-thons with 
its communication truck and trailer. 
They work with the Red Cross and the 
Ohio Medical Corps, and certainly 
build relationships as they participate in 
public service activities. Brent is actively 
involved in a legislative action program, 
which focuses on informing elected offi- 
cials of Amateur Radio issues that need 
to be addressed. This is a specialized 
form of networking, but is vital to insure 
that government officials understand our 
radio service and protect it. 

The next step in our recruiting process 
is making it easy for people interested 
in Ham Radio to contact an “Elmer” 
or mentor. We’ll talk about forming an 


‘Elmer Corps in a future column. 


Have you or your radio had success 
generating interest in our hobby with 
certain groups? Young people are often 
considered “tough sells,” but there are 
ways of stimulating their interest and 
curiosity. Let us know what works for 
other target groups and we’ll share them 
through this column. E-mail us at delo- 
gan@ameritech.net. In the meantime, 
please try to energize some of your 
fellow Amateurs by encouraging them 
to begin seeking candidates for your 
own promotional network. If not us, 
who? Good luck! 

— Devere “Dee” Logan, WIHEO, is 
a writer and public relations counselor 
who is accredited by the Public Rela- 
tions Society of America and a member 
of its College of Fellows. ~ & 
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The QCWA: A Baseball Metaphor 


aseball has been a favorite Amer- 
B= sport for a good long time 

— long enough to provide the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association a 
good many examples than can be trans- 
ferred from the playing field and infield 
diamond to the meetings and ongoing 
affairs of our over 200 active chapters. 
Living, as I do, in west-central Florida, I 
cannot avoid the annual rituals of Spring 
Training and the ecstasy and agonies of 
minor league players coming and going 
as their skills and playing fortunes dic- 
tate. Given the extraordinary amount of 
space that our local newspapers provide 
for describing these comings and goings, 
I have been able to study at length the 
numerous behavioral metaphors between 
baseball and the QCWA. Here are some 
of the most obvious of them, although I 
am sure that much better fans than I can 
find many more: 


se 
Teamwork is necessary 


If you are a baseball statistician, and 
enjoy measuring the individual perfor- 
mances of the players on your favorite 
team, then you will be aware of an 
important statistic that marks the work 
of both infielders and outfielders, which 
is the measurement of the activity of a 
player who is directly involved in a play, 
but a play where some other player (or 
players) gets credit for a “put-out.” That 
direct involvement is called an “assist,” 
and the number of “assists” that a player 
accumulates becomes, over time, a rough 
measure of his skills in teamwork. In 
order to win at baseball, each fielder to 
which a ball is hit or thrown is respon- 
sible to either “put-out” the opposing 
player or to assist another player or play- 
ers to “put-out” that opposing player, all 
according to the rules of play. You do not 
expect an outfielder, should a batter hit 
a ground ball to him, to then leave his 
position in the outfield and run all of 
the way to first base in an effort to get a 
“put-out” directly attributed to himself. 
No, the outfielder is expected to throw 


the ground ball (that was hit to him) to” 
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the first baseman and thereby “assist” the 


first baseman in getting the “put-out.” 


Were the outfielder to attempt to get 
credit for the “put-out” all by himself by 
running to first base, he likely would not 
get there in time, and would be guilty of 
an error. The ratio of direct “assists” to 
the number of times a player handles a 
ball in his possession thereby becomes a 
measure of his skills of teamwork. 

No one is more conscious of “assists” 
than a pitcher, who while he may seek to 
throw a perfect game of 81 strikes, is not 
likely to achieve such perfection. Every 
pitcher is almost totally dependent upon 
the “assists” of his fielders whenever one 
of his pitches is hit by the batter at the 
plate (something that happens approxi- 
mately a third of the time). When the 
late, great pitcher “Lefty” Gomez was 
once asked the secret of his success as a 
winning pitcher, he said: “Clean living 
and a fast outfield.” Yep, Lefty knew that 
no matter how well he pitched, he needed 
the constant backup of colleagues who 
were committed to teamwork. And who 
were fast. 

Teamwork is equally necessary to 
produce a winning QCWA chapter. We 
all need one another to succeed. No 
one single person can claim that their 
efforts, alone, led to their succeeding as 
a chapter leader. As poet John Donne 
said so long ago, “No man is an island...” 
The so-called “rugged individualism” 
of the frontier cowboy is a thing of the 
past. We are now accountable in today’s 
world for one another. Your dessert may 


ELECTRIC RADIO 


Are you tired of plastic modern radios that you 
can't work on and are hard to understand? Are 
you looking for information on restoration of 

quality vintage receivers and transmitters? 
Electric Radio is the magazine for you! 
In print since May1989, we also have the largest 
vintage-only Ham classified section available. 


_ Please send $1.00 for a sample copy to: 
EReP.O.Box 242*Bailey, CO 80421 
720/924-0171 
leditor2@indra.com www.ermag.com 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


. be my poison. 


And my success is sure to enhance 
yours and vice-versa. The QCWA suc- 
ceeds best when we give and we receive 
in equal ardor, for no chapter survives 
alone, no matter how great our immedi- 
ate leadership. Every QCWA chapter 


needs “a fast outfield.” 


Concentrate on the 
basics 


The best baseball teams and the best 
QCWA chapters always concentrate on 
the basics, and recognize that over the 
long haul, it is their ability to master and 
then repeat that mastery on a daily basis 
that makes a winning team or a success- 
ful chapter. Baseball is, at its best, only 
four things: throwing, catching, batting, 
and running. Do those four things well, 
every day, all day, and you'll be a winner 
every time. Oh, I know that given the 
potential to measure trends and results 
down to the smallest minutiae by the use — 
of computers and time-linked statistics, 
there will be gurus who claim that some 
immediate statistical strategy will guar- 
antee a winning baseball season. Yeah, 
right. But the truth is, if your team can’t 
throw, catch, bat well and run like Jehu, 
then you’l! not win on any regular basis. 
There are those four basic skills and no 
team makes it to the World Series with- 
out mastering them. 

Baseball historians tell of the time, 
back in the early 1960s when Yogi 
Berra was the manager of the New York 
Giants, that after a particularly poor 
performance on the field, Yogi closed 
the clubhouse to all the reporters and 
media so that he could have a private, 
personal word with his team. It was later 
reported that at that meeting, Yogi said: 
“ Youse guys played lousey today. You 
were terrible out there. So, we’re going 
to have to go back to the basics. This is 


‘a ball. This is a bat.” 


Then, according to the story, from one 
of the corners of the clubhouse up piped 
Jesse Gonder, who was a reserve catcher 
at that time, who called out: “Slow down, 
Yogi, you’re going way too fast!” 

Sometimes in the real life of QCWA 


a 
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chapter activities we go way too fast. We 
need to slow down and concentrate on 
the basics. We have to remember that it is 
the relationships. between our members 
that count far more than the zippity- 
doo-da of some technologically cutting 
edge mode of communicating. Maybe 
D-STAR is just around the corner, and 
maybe not. My fellow columnist Bill 
Pasternak, WAOITF, writing in the May 
issue of WorldRadio, suggested that our 


analog repeaters will continue to be our 


primary VHF and UHF equipment for 
a majority of users of FM for at least 
another ten years. I think he is right — 
we can get so excited about the latest 
technology as promoted by its manu- 
facturers that we forget to give adequate 
attention to the basics. 


Good Decisions Make for 
Fewer Mistakes 


Baseball is a game with a lot of ongo- 
ing decisions. Every pitch requires a 
series of decisions, starting with the 
pitcher who must agree or disagree with 
the suggestion of his catcher as to what 
kind of a pitch to throw. Every player on 
the field, including any who are already 
on base, must make a decision as to 
stealing or staying where they are. Every 
fielder has to make at least one decision 
as to which way to move or field the 
variety of hit balls that may come his 
way. And so on and so on. Decisions, 
decisions, decisions — hopefully the 
right decisions which will result in fewer 
mistakes. Victories in baseball can often 
be traced to the accumulation of just a 
few decisions made by just one player. To 
once again quote Yogi Berra: “When you 


Morse Telegraph Club 


Landline Morse is alive and well! 


“Dots and Dashes” newsletter : The Ace Holman national 
telegraph office & hub « Internet Telegraphy ° Railroad — 
Telegraphy * Morse Telegraph demonstrations 3 


Learn more about the history of the telegraph or simply enjoy using 
American Morse Code and authentic telegraph equipment. 


Info: www.morsetelegraphclub.org 
<http:/www.morsetelegraphclub.org/> 


come to a fork in the road, take it.” 
Yeah, take it! In other words decide 
what the best course of action for you is 
to be. Then proceed. We always have to 
decide much of what the future holds. 
Every QCWA chapter is always at risk in 
that respect. Will it face declining mem- 
bership without making a decision? Will 
the chapter make a collective decision 
that might well avoid some future mis- 
takes? Decisions are always having to be 
made, and making no decision is, in fact, 
a decision in and of itself. Failure always 
awaits the person or the chapter which 
ignores the basics, doesn’t pay attention 
to the importance of teamwork, or delays 


_ the decisions which must be made. Then 


error creeps in. Failure looms. Trag- 
edy awaits. A final illustration, please: 
““Merkle’s Boner” which happened on 23 
September 1908. The game was between 
the New York Giants and the Chicago 
Cubs for the National League Pennant. 
The score was tied, 1 to 1 in the bottom 
of the ninth inning and the Giants had 
runners on first and third with two out, 
when shortstop Al Bridwell hit a single 
to center field. This permitted the man on 
third base to score. But wait! The runner 
on first, 19-year-old Fred Merkle, ran for 


. third base but failed to touch the second 


base bag as he rounded the corner on his 
way to third. The alert second baseman 
of the Cubs, one Johnny Evers, got the 
ball on the relay from center field to 
home. Instead of sending it on to the 
catcher, he simply stepped on the second 
base bag, which meant that the single by 
Al Bridwell was now invalid because he 
was technically forced out at second. A 
great controversy erupted, and finally 
the game was declared a tie, a playoff 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


then followed — which the Cubs won 
instead of the Giants — and the Cubs 
went on the win the pennant and the 
World Series. Why? All because Fred 
Merkle made a minor but fatal mistake 
by failing to touch second base on his 
way to third. 

In all thihgs it is important to make 
the right decision and then act upon it. 
Every QCWA chapter must make every 
effort to make good decisions, based on 
teamwork, and rooted in the basics. It is 
just that simple, and just that difficult. 
Baseball is a metaphor of how to pro- 
ceed. I wish to each of you the outcome 
you deserve in all of your choices in life 
and in the great work of the QCWA. 
Indeed, we are the Proud, the Elite, and 
the Many. 

We are the QCWA! BCNU again 
through my next WorldRadio column. 
73, Alan, KJON 

— Alan Pickering, KJ9N, can be 
reached by sending mail to: 31860 Taylor 
Grade Rd., Duette, FL 33834; é-mal 


& 


kj9n@arrl.net. , ® 
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ARIZONA 


Cochise ARA (CARA). Meets 1st Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., club facility on Moson 
Rd., Sierra Vista, AZ. K7RDG/R 146.76(-) 


rptr.PL162.2 4/09 


Green Valley Amateur Radio Club. 
Meets 7:00 p.m., 2nd Wed. of the mo. @ 
SAV Building. Nets daily on 40M. Weekly 
on 2M, & 20M in the summer. Come join us 
for breakfast every Wed. 7:00 a.m. Contact 
Gene W@KAD, 214 N. Crocodile Rock Dr., 
Green Valley, AZ 85614 or 520/207-4706 
or theschou@cox.net. 12/08 


Old Pueblo Radio Club, (W7GV). P.O. 
Box 42601, Tucson, AZ 85733. Meets 2nd 
Wed./monthly, 7:15 p.m., Tucson Med. Ctr., 
Grant & Beverly St. in the AZ Bldg. Info: 
Ron, N7SPW, 520/889-2998. 4/09 


CALIFORNIA 


Amador County ARC., P.O. Box 1094, 
Pine Grove, CA 95665. Meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Jackson Sr. Ctr., 229 
NY Ranch Rd., Jackson, CA 95642. Info. 
146.835 10/08 


ARC of Anderson, (ARCA). P.O. Box 
1334, Anderson, CA 96007. Meets 2nd 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., 3644 Avtech 
Pkwy, Redding, CA 96002. Net Tues., 
7:30 p.m. on 146.640(-) pl 88.5. www.qsl. 
net/arca. Testing every 2nd Sat., of even 
months, info: 530/244-6456. 4/09 


Catalina Amateur Rptr., Assn. P.O. Box 
425, Garden Grove, CA 92842. Meets 2nd 
Sat. (even months) 8:00 a.m. Hometown 
Buffet, corner of Knott & Lincoln Ave., 
Buena Park, CA. Rptrs: AA6DP 147.09(+), 
224.42(-) PL 110.9 on Catalina Island; www. 


cara.nu 12/08 
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Contra Costa Communications Club, 
Inc., WDGEZC/R. P.O. Box 20661, El So- 
brante, CA 94820-0661. Meets 2nd Sun./ 
monthly (except May & Dec.), 8:00 a.m., 
Denny’s, El Cerrito, CA. 145.110, 224.300, 
444.275w/ PL 82.5 Info: Victoria Thompson, 
KE6FSU, 510/724-4966. 9/08 


Downey ARC, Inc., W6TOI. Meets 1st 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m. at the First 
Baptist Church, 8348 E. 3rd St., Downey, 
CA 90240. Info. k6tv@arrl.net. Nets: Tues. 
7 p.m., 445.604(-) pl 156.7 & Thurs., 
7:30 p.m., 145.595 simplex, www.downe- 
yarc.org. 9/08 


El Dorado County ARC meets 4th 
Thur./monthly, 7:15 p.m. at the Federated 
Church, Thompson Way, Placerville, CA. 
Net 8 p.m. Tues. 147.825- PL 82.5 Hz. P.O. 
Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667; htto://www. 
edcarc.net 2/09 


Fresno ARC meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 
7 p.m. Cedar Lanes Bowling Alley, Ce- 
dar and Shields in Fresno. Net Sunday 
7:00 p.m. on W6TO/R 146.94(-) pl 
141.3 HZ. Tech net Wed 7:00 p.m. on 
W6TO/R; www.w6to.com; w6to@arrl.net 
or call Ken, 559/323-6753. 2/09 


Golden Triangle ARC., P.O. Box 1335, 
Wildomar, CA 92595. Meets 4th Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Rancho Cal. Board- 
room, 42135 Winchester Rd., Temecula, 
CA. Rptr: 146.805 (-) PL 100. Info: Alan 
Cook, KG6TGF, 951/699-1556. E-mail: 
groupone@verizon.net, web: www.gtarc. 
net 2/09 


Independent Radio Club, WA6IRC 
meets 7 p.m., last Friday of the month, 
Lamplighter Restaurant, 5043 Van Nuys 
Blvd., Van Nuys, CA. We are a family- 
oriented radio club whose members are 
interested in all aspects of Amateur Radio. 
Check out our weekly nets Tues. 6 p.m. 
& Thur. 8 p.m. on 445.340 (-)PL 103.5 
& 224.480 (-)PL 110.9. More info, www. 
ircradio.org or 3624 Foothill Bivd., #1, La 
Crescenta, CA 91214. 12/08 
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Inland Empire ARC, P.O. Box 1433, 
Ontario, CA 91762 meets first Sat. monthly 
in the conference room at the Pomona First 
Federal Bank, 333 N. Euclid Ave., Ontario, 
CA 91761. Contact Chuck Sweeten AIél, 
909/623-2933; ai6i@ca.rr.com for informa- 
tion. Talk-in 145.460 PL 77.0 4/09 


‘ Marin ARC. Box 6423, San Rafael, CA 
94903. Meets 1st Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., 
also every Sun., 8-11 a.m., Alto Clubhouse, 
27 Shell Rd., Mill Valley, CA. Web: w6sg. 
net 


Mount Diablo ARC., P.O. Box 23222, 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523. Meets 3rd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Our Savior’s Lu- 
theran Church, 1035 Carol Ln, Lafayette, 
CA. Net Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 147.06(+) PL 
100Hz. License exams monthly, info: 
925/288-1730. 12/08 


Nevada County ARC meets 2nd Mon./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., Salvation Army Bldg., 
10725 Alta St., Grass Valley, CA. Net Tues. 
7 p.m. 147.015, www.ncarc.org. For info. 
e-mail president@ncarc.org 12/08 


North Hills Radio Club monthly meetings — 


at 7:30 p.m. on the third Tuesday at the 
North County Corporation Yard at Elkhorn 
Blvd and Don Julio Blvd. in Sacramento. 
Field Day, annual picnic, code classes, 
antenna builds and more! Contact Maynard 


- Wright, W6PAP; P.O. Box 417370, Sacra- 


mento, CA 95841-7370; 916/726-1673; 
k6is@arrl.net; www.k6is.org. 7/08 


Oakland Radio Communication As- 
sociation (ORCA) meets first Saturday of 
each month (no meeting July — weekend 
after Labor Day Sept.) at Oakland Fire Sta- 
tion #1 OES Media Room (17th and MLK) 
weekly net Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 146.880 
+77. Talk-in on same frequency. www. 
wwé6or.com, P.O. Box 21305; Oakland, CA 
94620-1305, email wb6ner@arrl.net. 9/08 


Orange County ARC meets 3rd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Orange County Red 
Cross, 601 N. Golden Cir., Santa Ana, CA. 
Talk-in 146.550 (S). Contact Ken Konechy, 
W6HHC, 714/744-0217; www.w6ze.org 

6/09 


PAARA, Palo Alto ARA meets first Fri. 
at 7:00 p.m. monthly, Menlo Park Rec. 
Ctr., 700 Alma St., Menlo Park. Radio net 
Mon. 8:30 p.m. 145.230 rptr., PL tone off. 
www.paara.org. Radio prize raffle, guests 
welcome. An active Amateur Radio club 
since 1937. 03/09 


Redwood Empire DX Assoc. meets 
2nd Wed/monthly. Social hour at 1800 & 
dinner meeting at 1900, Mister McGoo’s 
Restaurant, 1375 Petaluma Blvd., N, 
Petaluma, CA. Contact Fred Leoni, N6YEU; 
707/431-8202. 3/09 


Rio Hondo ARC, P.O. Box 1781, Whit- 
tier, CA 90609, meets 2nd Mon/monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Police Service Center, 11576 
E. Telegraph Rd. @ Jersey St., Santa Fe 
Springs. Net Wed., 8:00 p.m., 146.175 
(+) PL100. Contact Vi Barrett, W6CBA, 
§62/947-1 356; w6cba@juno.com 5/09 


River City A.R.C.S. Meets 1st Tues./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., N. County Corp. Yard 
Facility, 5020 Don Julio at Elkhorn, Sacra- 
mento, CA. Message Phone: 916/492-6115; 
www.n6na.org 12/08 


Sacramento ARC meets 2nd Wed./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m.. Sac. Blood Ctr., 32nd 
St. & Stockton Blvd., Sacramento, CA. 
Info net, noon on rptr. W6AK/R 146.91(-). 
T. Preston, KQ6EO, 916/722-9358 or L. 
Ballinger, WA6GEQQ, 916/ 393-4775; www. 
w6ak.org 2/09 


San Joaquin Valley ARS meets 1st Fri./ 
monthly at 7:00 p.m. Talk-in 146.82 -600 
offset PL 141.3. Sun: net.6:30 p.m. VE test- 
ing sessions every quarter. Contact Carole/ 
WE6TTF for more details, 559/288-7597 
or w6ttf@amsat.org, website www.sjvars. 
com. 


12/08 _ 


7/08 


Visit Your Local RADIO CLUB 


Sequoia Amateur Radio Group meets 
the second Saturday each month (except 
Dec) 9:30 a.m., Kern River Valley Youth 
Center, 3640 Golden Spur, Lake Isabella, 
CA. VE exams follow at 11a.m. each month. 
For more information contact Mike, KA6I- 
YS, 760/378-1028, www.sarg-krv.org or 
sarg-krv@mchsi.com. 5/09. 


Sierra Foothills ARC. PO. Box 1005, 
Newcastle, CA 95658. Meets 2nd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Auburn Library (Beech- 


er Rm.), 350 Nevada St. Thurs. nets” 


7:30 p.m. 145.430(-) PL 162.2. Info: R. 
Kuepper, rkuepper@sbcglobal.net. 2/09 


Sonoma CRA, Inc. W6LFJ, P.O. Box 
116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402; 707/579-9608. 
Meets 1st Wed./ monthly, 7:00 p.m., 2050 
Yulupa Ave., Santa Rosa. Net each Tues. 
7 p.m., W6SON. Rptr. 147.315 MHz (+) PL 
88.5 www.sonomacountyradioamateurs. 
com : 9/08 


South Bay Amateur Radio Association. 
Fremont, Newark, Union City - SBARA 
meetings, 2nd Fri/monthly 1930 hours, 
local, Hurricane Electric, 760 Mission Ct., 
Fremont. Visit www.sbara.org. 5/09 


South Bay Amateur Radio Club. PO. 
Box 536, Torrance, CA 90508. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Torrance Memo- 
rial Hosp., 3330 Lomita Blvd., Torrance, 
CA. Talk-in on W6SBA rpt. 224.38(-). Info: 
310/328-0817; www.w6sba.org 12/08 


Southern Sierra ARS meets 2nd Thurs./- 


monthly, 7 p.m., except Jul., 600 Dennison 
Rd., Tehachapi, CA 93561 (The club house 
at Mountain Aire Estates). Info: KD6KMN, 
661/822-5995. www.ssars.net, 147.06(+), 
224.42(-) PL 156.7. APRS 144.390(S) 
connect to W6PVG-3. ARES nets 7 p.m. 
147.51(S) Mon. 1/09 


Stanislaus ARA, Inc. (SARA). P.O. Box 
4601, Modesto, CA 95352; Meets 3rd 
Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Modesto Police 
N/E area Substation, 3705 Oakdale Rd., 
Modesto, CA. Net 1.2+4 Tues. 7:30 p.m. 
145.390(-) PL136.5. www.saraclub.net 

5/09 


Tri-County ARA (TCARA). Meets 
7:30 p.m. 2nd Wed monthly, Administra- 
tion Building, Brackett Field, La Verne, 
CA, in the Pilot’s Lounge. Different guest 
speaker every month. Anyone may attend, 
Ham & non-Ham welcome! Club net Sun., 
7:00 p.m., Mt Baldy Rpt. 145.440 MHz-600 
PL 136.5; website: www.tcara.org, e-mail: 
k6agf@arrl.net 12/08 


United Radio Amateur Club, K6AA. Club 
station open to members and guests in the 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum (LAMM), 
Berth 84, Foot of 6th Street, San Pedro, CA 
90731. Meetings held 3rd Fri. monthly (ex- 
cept Aug & Dec), 1900 local in the LAMM. 
All are welcome. Monitors 145.52 simplex 
Tue-Sat 1000-1630 & Sun 1200-1630. 

: 7/08 


Victor Valley ARC. P.O. Box 869, Victor- 
ville, CA 92392. Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, 
7 p.m., Lewis Ctr, 17500 Mana Rd., Apple 
Valley, CA. Talk-in 146.94(-), PL 91.5. Net 
Sun. 7 p.m. 146.94(-), www. victorvalleyarc. 
com 12/08 


West Coast ARC, (WCARC). P.O. Box 
2617, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, testing 6 p.m. meeting 
7 p.m., St. James Anglican Church, 3209 
Via Lido, Newport Beach, CA. Info: Russ, 
N6QZV, 714/848-4501. 8/08 


Westside ARC — Los Angeles. P.O. Box 
642072, Los Angeles, CA 90064. Meets 4th 
Tue/monthly, 7:30 p.m., Red Cross Bldg., 
11355 Ohio Ave., W. L.A., CA (VA Ctr. 
grounds). Net Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 147.195+, 
PL100, web: www.wa6rc.org 3/09 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


_ qsi.net/psiara 


- KCOLMF, meets 3rd Thur monthly, 1006 


Willits Amateur Radio Society, (WARS). 
P.O. Box 73, Willits, CA 95490. Meets 4th 
Mon. 7 p.m., Brooktrails Fire House, Birch 
St. near Brooktrails Dr. http://www.k6mhe. 
com/wars. Talk-in: 145.130, PL 103.5. 

4/09 


Yuba-Sutter ARC has a breakfast/Board 
meeting monthly, Listen to our net on 
146.085 Mon. nights for info or call Herb 
Puckett, 530/674-3648 or Clara Ansley, 
KC6JPP, 530/742-2674. _ 3/09 


COLORADO 


Boulder Amateur Radio Club (BARC) 
Meets 3rd Tues. monthly, 7 p.m., Bid J, 
Boulder Municipal Airport or Valmont Com- 
munity Presbyterian Church, 3262 N. 61st 
St., Boulder, CO. Talk-in: 146.70(-) Info: 
BARC7@@arrl.net or www.qsl.net/w@dk/ - 
11/08 


Denver Radio Club (DRC) meets 3rd 
Wed, 7:30 p.m., St Joseph Episcopal 
Church, 11202 W. Jewell, Lakewood, 
CO. Learning/Tech sessions 6:30 p.m. 
Oldest club in Colorado (1917). Net Sun 
8:30 p.m. 145.490 rptr. wOtx@arrl.net; 
wOtx.org 2/09 


FLORIDA 


Englewood ARS. P.O. Box 572 Engle- 
wood, FL 34295. Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly 
7:30 p.m. Englewood United Methodist 
Church, 700 E. Dearborn St., Englewood, 
FL, Rm: Fellowship Hall. Info. Vic Em- 
melkamp, K4VHX, 941/473-5560 or www. 
earsradioclub.org. 11/08 


Gulf Coast ARC. P.O. Box 595, New 
Port Richey, FL 34656. Meets 4th Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., 6909 Tierra Verde St., 
Port Richey, FL. Rptrs. 146.67(-), 145.33(-), 
444.650, serving all of Pasco County. VE 
testing 6:30 p.m. 1st Wed/monthly. See 
website for more info. www.gulfcoastarc. 
org i ; 5/09 


Port St. Lucie ARA. P.O. Box 7461, 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34985. Meets 4th Wed./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrews Lutheran 
Church, 295 Prima Vista Blvd. Info: R. Cox, 
772/340-4319; kt4pa@comcast.net; www. 
4/09 


GEORGIA 


Coastal Amateur Radio Society (CARS) 
meets 1st Mon./monthly, 7:00 p.m., 
Southside Fire Station #1, 10703 White 
Bluff Rd., Savannah, GA. 146.700(+) PI. 
100;147.210(+) Pl 100; 147.330(+) Pi 100. 
Steve Jonas, K4SDJ; 912/355-6522, www. 
k4nix.com ; 7/08 


North Fulton Amateur Radio League 
meets at Alpharetta Fire Station #1, 2970 
Webb Bridge Rad., Alpharetta, GA 3rd Tues., 
7:30 p.m.; 145.470(-) PL100, 147.060(+) 
PL100; 404/434-4499; www.nfari.org; info@ 
nfarl.o 5/09 


Honolulu ARC meeting 0900 for break- 
fast in Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep and Nov 
at the Sizzler Restaurant at Pearl Ridge. 
Contact John K1ER, 808/484-9748. 1/09 


ILLINOIS 
Big Bend Amateur Radio Club (BBARC), 


Wabash, Carthage, IL 62321. Annual 
Hamfest 2nd Sat. in December. N9BLD@ 
myway.com 4/09 


Bolingbrook ARS meets 3rd Mon., 
monthly, 7:00 p.m. at Bolingbrook Fire 
Station Number 5 on Rodeo Dr. Talk-in is 
usually 147.33 MHz +0.600. ARRL affiliated 
club number: 1271. Club web page is www. 
k9bar.org. ~ 10/08 


Chicago FM Club Inc., (CFMC). 
Meets 3rd Wed./monthly, 8 p.m. P.O. Box 
47648, Chicago, IL 60647; 146.76(-) PL 
107.2/224.10/224.18/443.75 PL 114.8(2A). 
Ham help line: 773/262-6773. Info net 
Tues., 9 p.m. on 146.76(-). 2/09 


DuPage ARC, (DARC). P.O. Box 71, 
Clarendon Hills, |L 60514. Meets 4th Mon., 
7:30 p.m. (no meeting July & Dec.), Holy 
Nativity Church, 275 S. Richmond.Ave., 
Clarendon Hills (NE corner 55th St. & 
Richmond Ave.) Net Sun. 9 p.m:, 145.43. 
W9DUP rptrs: 145.43(-) 107.2PL, 442.55(+), 
114.8PL, 224.68(-); 110.9PL; www.w9dup. 
org 4/09 


Fox River Radio League, www.frrl.org. 
Open meeting 2nd Tue./7:30 p.m. Prisco 
Center basement,:150 W. Illinois Ave., 
Aurora, IL 60506-3158; 147.21 MHz (+600 
kHz, 103.5 Hz), 444.30 MHz (+5 MHz, 
114.8 Hz, IRLP), 2M net Tue. 7:30 p.m., 
except 2nd Tue. P.O. Box 673, Batavia, IL 
60510-0673. 11/08 


McHenry County Wireless Asso- 
ciation (MCWA). Open to all interested in 
Amateur Radio. Meets 1st Tuesday monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Nunda Township Office, Bay 
Road between Crystal Lake & McHenry, 
IL. Talk-in 145.41 PL 107.2. VE testing 
in Woodstock by calling first — Steve, 
847/516-1292, 3rd Tuesday 7:00 p.m. every 
other month — see web site, www.mcwa. 
org 6/09 


Peoria Area ARC, (PAARC). P.O. Box 
3508, Peoria, IL 61612. Meets 2nd Fri./ 
monthly, 7 p.m. at Red Cross Chapter 
House, 311 W. John Gwynn ur. Ave., Peoria, 
IL. Superfest each Sept.. Rptrs: 147.075(+) 
& 146.85(-). Web: www.w9uvi.org; e-mail: 
w9uvi@arrl.net. Voice mail: 309/692-3378. 

12/08 


Schaumburg ARC. P.O. Box 68251, 
Schaumburg, IL 60168-0251. Meets 3rd 
~ Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Schaumburg Com- 
munity Recreation Center, located at 505 N. 
Springinsguth Rd., intersection of Bode & 
Springinsguth roads. Usually a presenta- 
tion follows our normal club meeting. See 
website for more details htto://www.nQrjv. 
org, David Dietrich, 847/798-5248; sarc. 
membership@yahoo.com. 2/09 


Wheaton Community Radio Amateurs 
meets 1st Fri/monthly, 7:30 p.m. at the First 
Presbyterian Church (Jefferson and Ellis 
streets) in Wheaton. All are welcome. See 
our website at www.w9ccu.org for all club 
info or call 630/604-0157. Annual Hamfest 
each January. Rptrs: 145.390 (-) 107.2, 


444.475 7 114.8. 9/08 


Northern Kentucky Amateur Radio 
‘Club (NKARC). We meet the needs of 
Amateurs in the Tri-State area of Kentucky, 
Ohio, and Indiana. Our clubs meets on 


the second Monday of every month at the ~ 


Turkeyfoot Middle School in Edgewood, 
KY at 7:30 p.m.. We also offer Ham Radio 
exams at 6:00 at the same location and 
on the same day of the meetings. We 
have weekly Net meetings on Tuesday at 
7:30 on the 147.255(+/123.0) repeater 
and are Echolink enabled (node #323896). 
Please check out our web site for more 
information. Contact Robert Kluck, N4IJS, 
-n4ijs@insightbb.com; www.k4co.org. 

9/08 


LOUISIANA 


Baton Rouge ARC meets last Tue./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, 8833 Goodwood Blvd., Baton 
Rouge, LA: Net: 146.79MHz, 8:30 p.m. Sun. 
www.brarc.org e-mail: brarc@cox.net 

7/08 


Delta DX Association ARC meets on our 
repeater every Tuesday night at 8:00 p.m. 
local time. At 147.360 (+), sub-audible tone 
114.8 in & out. Contact John Uhl, W5ZE, 
504/347-0272 for info. Or at w5ze@cox. 
net. And on our club web site www.deltadx. 
net. 3/09 


Ozone Amateur Radio Club of Slidell 
meets the first and third Thursdays of 
each month. 7:30 p.m. at the Emergency 
Communications Building at 4th and 
Cousin Streets in Slidell. Everyone Wel- 
come. Net: 147.27 pl 114.8 every Friday at 
7:30 p.m. Club website: www.w5sla.net, 
email: w5py@arrl.net. 5/09 


\. @ 


MAINE 


Saint Croix Valley ARC meets at the 
Calais Methodist Home, 10 Sunrise Circle, 
Calais, ME, 04619, third Sunday of each 
month, 6:30 p.m.. Contact Mike Breckin- 
ridge N1JUXP, 207/454-8571. —~ 9/08 


MARYLAND 
Maryland Mobileers, ARC, (MMARC). 


P.O. Box 935, Severn, MD 21144. Meets 
1st Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Henry L. Hein 
Public Safety Bldg., 7480 Baltimore An- 
napolis Blvd., Glen Burnie, MD 21061. Info 
net Mon. 8:30 p.m.146.805(-), tone 107.2 
Hz http:// www.mobileers.org 


12/08 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Boston ARC meets 3rd Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 
(except July/Aug) at Newton Police Hajs., 
1321 Washington St., Newton. Talk-in: 
145.23MHz (-) PL 88.5, www.barc.org, 
email: w1bos@arri.net. 12/08 


Framingham Amateur Radio Associa- 
tion meets ist Thurs., 7:30 p.m., Sept-June 
in the basement of the Danforth Museum, 
Framingham, MA. Contact Gordy, K1GB, 
781/891-5572; k1gb@arrl.net. 01/09 


MICHIGAN 


Genesee County Radio Club, Inc. Meets 
3rd Tuesday of the month during school 
year. 7:30 p.m. Davison High School, 1250 
N. Oak Rd., Davison, MI 48423; www.gsl. 
net/w8acw/, e-mail: k8lig@comcast.net. 

10/08 


Hiawatha ARA of Marquette Co. PO. 
Box 1183, Marquette, M! 49855. Meets 
1st Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m. Marquette 
County Health Department, R. Schwenke, 
N8GBA, 906/249-3837; www.qsl.net/ 
k8lod 12/08 


_L’Anse Creuse ARC meets Sept.-June. 
ARRL Special Service Club. Meeting 
place: _L’Anse Creuse High School, on 
Reimold, just off Crocker Blvd. Field Day; 
club repeater; annual Fox Hunt. Con- 
tact L.C.A.R.C. Box 180072, Utica, MI 
48318-0122; n8lc.org. 4/09 


Ogemaw-Arenac ARS (K8OAR) meets 
1st Wed/monthly, 7 p.m., Mills Twp 
Hall, 2441 Greenwood Rd., Skidway Lk, 
Prescott, MI. VE exams 3rd Wed/monthly, 
7 p.m. Mon 2M net 9 p.m..146.940. www, 
‘k80ar.com 2/09 


- MINNESOTA 


Saint Paul Radio Club meets first 
1st Friday each month, 7:30 p.m. at the 
University of St Thomas, Murrary-Herrick 
Student Center, St. Paul, MN. Talk-in 
145.31. Monthly VE exams. Nets Wed 
145.31 @ 7:30 p.m. & 28.310 @ 8:00 p.m.; 
www.stpaulradioclub.org for more info. 

01/09 


a! 

St. Cloud ARC meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 

7 p.m., Radio Club Bidg., 401 4th St. N., 

Waite Park, MN 56387. Info: 320/255-1410, 
146.94 or 147.015 or www.w@sv.org/. 

4/09 


Central Mississippi Amateur Radio 
Association meets 2nd Tue monthly, 
7:00 p.m. at the Rankin County EOC Bldg, 
Marquette Rd, Brandon, MS. VE testing 
available after each meeting. Contact Rick 
Nichols, P.O. Box 1876, Florence, MS 
39073; 601/845-5592: k5fv@windstream. 


be 2 www.cmsara. .n 01/09 


Yellowstone Radio Club, Billings Mon- 
tana, http://www.k7efa.org/, meets each 
3rd Monday except July-August. 7:30 p.m. 
North Park Center 19th and 6th Ave., N. 
Contact on 147.36/100Hz tone. WB7WVO, 
JR, Sec. 406/655-4293. 7/08 


NEVADA 


Las Vegas Radio Amateur Club (LVRAC) 
meets 3rd Tuesday monthly, 7 p.m., Salva- 
tion Army building, 2900 Palomino Lane, 
Las Vegas, NV. Talk-in 146.94 (K7UGE 
Repeater) PL 100, Offset — 600 Hz; http:// 
www.lvrac.org 6/09 


Sierra Intermountain ERA, (SIERA) 
‘meets 8rd Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Carson 
Valley United Methodist Church, 1375 
Centerville Lane, Gardnerville, NV. Info: G. 
Uebele, WW7E, 775/265-4278; ww7e@arrl. 
net, Rpt. 147.330 MHz. 1/09 


NEW JERSEY 


Bergen ARA (BARA), K2ZO, 286 Ridge- 
wood Blvd. N., Twp. of Washington, NJ 
07676. Meets 1st. Sun/monthly, 7:30 p.m. 
American Red Cross, 74 Godwin Ave., 
Ridgewood, NJ 07450. Nets: 28.350 MHz., 
Mon. 9 p.m., 146.79(-) Wed 9 p.m. Tech Net 
Thurs 9 p.m. 146.79(-); www.bara.org. 

[ 01/09 


The Garden State ARA, (GSARA). Meets 
st Wed./monthly, 8 p.m., Fort Monmouth 
MARS Station, Eatontown, NJ. Info: B. 
Buus, W20D, 732/946-8615. 7/08 


Gloucester County ARC, meets 
7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of every 
month. Pfeiffer Community Center Blue bell 
Rd. and Main St., Williamstown, NJ 08094. 
Contact David MacDonald, WB3JOY, P.O. 
Box 370, Pitman, NJ 08071; 856/358-2952, 
dmacdonald1@Comcast.net; http://users. 
tellurian.com/Freddie/w2mmd/ 10/08 


North America DX Assoc., Inc. (NA- 
DXA). P.O. Box 357 Bradley Beach, NJ 
07720. Jersey Coast Chap. 1 meets 4th 
Mon./monthly, 7:00 p.m. Contact: Mike, 
KC2Q, 732/927-0171; kc2q@arrl.net; na- 
dxa@juno.com; wr2dx@yahoo.com. 8/08 


South Jersey Radio Assoc., (SJRA), 
K2AA, meets Jan.-Oct., 4th Wed./monthly, 
7:00 p.m. (Nov.-Dec., 3rd Wed), The Gib- 
son House, Main St., Marlton, NJ. Talk-in: 
145.290(-) rptr. 02/09 


Amateur Radio Assoc. of the Tonawan- 
das, (ARATS). P.O. Box 430, No. Tonawan- 
da, NY 14120. Meets 3rd Tue./monthly 
(except Jul. & Aug.), 7:30 p.m., Sweeney 
Hose Co., 499 Zimmerman St., No. 
Tonawanda, NY. Talk-in: 146.955(-) PL 
151.4 rptr. W2SEX, http://w2sex.org 4/09 


Hall of Science ARC. P.O. Box 150131, 
Kew Gardens, NY 11415. Meets 2nd Tue./ 
monthly, Hall of Science Bldg., 47-01 111 
St., Flushing Meadow Park, 8:00 p.m. Rptr. 
444.200 PL 136.5. Info: Voice mail 718/ 
760-2022; www.hosarc.org 10/08 


Orleans County ARC, (OCARC). Meets 
at the Orleans County EMO 14064 W. 
County House Rad., Albion, NY 14411, 2nd 
Mon./monthly 7:30 p.m. Contact: Marion 


Toussaint, KA2BCE, 585/798-0861. 8/08 _ 


Yonkers ARC, (YARC) meets 2nd Sun./ 
monthly, 10 a.m., 1st Pct., Yonkers Police 
Station, E. Grassy Sprain Rd., Yonkers, NY. 
Info: RO. Box 378, Centuck Sta., Yonkers, 
NY 10710. 914/237-5589. 146.865(-), 
440.150(+). 3/09 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Azalea Coast ARC Wilmington, NC 
meets 3rd Thur/monthly, Winter Park Bap- 
tist Church on Park Ave. Mon. ragchew 
8:00 p.m. 147.180(open). ARRL Affiliate. 
VE Test Sessions, 2nd Sat. even mos @ 
Winter Park Baptist Church. See Web 
Page @ www.ac4rc.org. Info: Ed, W4EBR, 
910/686-5206. 4/09 


Cape Fear Amateur Radio Soci- 
ety (CFARS) meets 3rd Mon/monthly 
7:30 p.m., Methodist University, 401 N, 
Fayetteville, NC. VE test sessions 15 Mar, 
14 Jun, 9 Aug, 11 Oct, 9 a.m. at Methodist 
University. K4MN repeaters 146.31/91, 
449.40/444.40, W4EBM 52.81/53.81, 
WA4ELR Fort Bragg 147.93/147.33, ARRL 
Special Service Club, PO Box 36106, 
Fayetteville, NC 28303. 3/09 


Orange County Radio Amateurs meets 
monthly 2nd Mon. at 7:30 p.m. at Sunrise 
Church, 1315 New Hope Trace, Chapel 
Hill, and weekly Sat. at Hillsborough Bo- 
jangles, 330 S. Churton St., abt 9:30 a.m. 
W4UNC/R on 442.150 (131.8) Contact 
Dave Snyder W4SAR, 4505 Gov Hunt St., 


Efland, NC 27243; 919/644-8681, www.qsli. ° 


net/w4unc/ 8/08 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


Stanly County ARC Albemarle. Meets 
4th Thurs./monthly 7 p.m., Stanly Com- 
munity College. Talk-in 146.985 (-) tone 
100 Hz. Nets: Wed. @ 9 p.m. Club/ARES 
Net on 146.985. Fri., @ 9 p.m. Tech Net. 
147.390 (+) Tone 100 Hz. Contact: Bill 
Greene, K4VET, 704/463-1202. 7/08 


Clyde ARS (CARS) meets 1st Tue./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Municipal Bidg., 
Clyde, OH 43410. NF8E rptr. 145.35(-) and 
442.625(+) MHz. Net Sun. 9 p.m. Info: E. 
Remaley, KA8CAS. 


8/08 


Umpqua Valley ARC, Inc. P.O. Box 925, 
Roseburg, OR 97470. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Douglas County Court 
House, #310, Roseburg, OR. Info: K7AZW 
541/784-3621 or 146.90(-) (PL100), http:// 
aisling.us/aa7gc/uvarc/index.html 12/08 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Associa- 
tion is one of the oldest ham clubs in the 
U.S. Our mailing address is W3SGJ, RO. 
Box 424 South Heights, PA 15081. Our club 
nets meet every Wednesday Night! Our 
2 Meter net meets on 145.31MHz 100Hz 
PL at 8:30p.m. and the 10 meter net 
28.370 QSY +/- 10 at 9:00 p.m.. The 
Rip Vanwinkle Net meets on 2 meters at 
7:00 a.m. daily. Club meetings are held at 
the Beaver County Emergency Operations 
Center located at 250 East End Avenue, 
Beaver, PA. Club meetings are held the 
second Thursday of every month. All are 
welcome! Feel free to visit our website at 
www.w3sgj.org 9/08 


RF Hill ARC meets at 7:30 p.m. last 
Thursday/monthly, Silverdale Fire Com- 
pany, Routes 113 and 152, Silverdale, PA. 
Info: J. Soete, WASYLQ, 215/723-7294, 
www. thill.com 12/08 


Washington Amateur Communica- 
tions Radio Club (WACOM) meets at 
the Washfngton Co. Bidg., 100 Beau St., 
Washington, PA 15301 1st Thur/monthly, 
7:30 p.m. Contact Ed Oelschlager, N3ZNI, 
724/986-9271. 145.490. www.wacomarc. 
org 1108 


VIRGINIA _. 


Albemarle Amateur Radio Club (AARC) 
meéts the second Tues. monthly at 
7:30 p.m., held at the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory, 520 Edgemont 
Rd., in Charlottesville, VA. Club repeaters: 
146.760, 146.925, 444.250, 224.760 (PL 
151.4). Weekly nets on 146.760 - info. 
net on Mon. at 7:00 p.m., emergency net 
on Thurs. at 8:00 p.m.. Quarterly testing 
sessions — contact ww4gw@arrl.net. Info: 
Jay, K4AZV, 434/263-5795; website: albe- 
marleradio.org. 12/08 


Mt. Vernon ARC, K4US (MVARC). Meets 
2nd Thurs./monthly (except Jul. and Dec.), 
7:30 p.m., INOVA Mt. Vernon Hospital, 2501 
Parkers Ln., Alexandria, VA. Contact: Bob, 
KT4KS, 703/765-2313 or 146.655-. 

10/08 


Virginia Beach ARC meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30-p.m., St. Andrews Methodist 
Church, Tucson Rd. & Princess Anne Rd., 
Info: Bob Zabot K4NTO, 757/395-4489, or 
www.w4ug.com 02/09 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Tri-State ARA meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 
7 p.m., Museum of Radio & Tech., 1640 
Florence Ave., Huntington, WV 25701; 
304/525-8890. 9/08 


For information on how to get your club 
listed in “Visit Your Local Radio Club,” 


plus receive many other benefits, write 
to: Club Liaison, WorldRadio, 
2120 28th St. ¢ Sacramento, CA 95818 
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0 eee : = 
What Can | Do To Help? 


ield Day brings to mind school 
| Cee drills for me. They are 

necessary and help ingrain 
responses that are beneficial in an 
emergency when someone might not 
be thinking clearly. I think back to the 
STOP-DROP-AND-ROLL drills, the 
get under your desk for an air raid, get 
under your desk for an earthquake and 
other drills over the years. (Though 
some of these predate me, I have heard 
many stories from those who partici- 
pated at the time.) Whether they are 
still applicable or useful depends on 
where you live and the century you 
live in, but drills DO help. 


A number of times I have been 


participating in Field Day when a real 
emergency had gone on somewhere in 
the U.S. Everyone is prepared to help, 
both in the immediate area and all 
over the country, Why? Because of the 
practicing we do. 

Many YL groups are part of 
emergency preparedness teams. YL 
voices can always be found on SSB 
during Field Day. Here are a few 
other things YLs are involved with 
for emergencies. 

Judy Betchel, KE5PLL; of Wiggins 
Mississippi (Stone county) writes in 
about a ribbon cutting for 15 March 


the first county in South Mississippi’ 


Red Cross district to have a Disaster 
Assistance Team (DAT). Judy says 


&, 
Our thanks to Don Johnson. The truth about bay 
Scorpion Antennas 
4602 E. Molly Lane, Cave Creek, AZ 85331 
623/326-8780 
scorpionantennas@cox.net 
www.scorpionantennas.com 
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Cheryl Muhr, NOWBV 


they have 10 people on the team at 
this time and three are Ham operators 
Dolly Cervi, KESNSE, Herby Betchel 
KESNSG and herself. 

Hope you had a great time on Field 
Day. Write in and send pictures and 
let’s show everyone what the YLs were 
doing June, 2008! . 


Net News 


Ladies are always being sought 
on nets. In some cases a net contact 
can count for an award. Even if the 
net contact doesn’t count, a sked can 
be made or the participants can stay 
after the net, band conditions permit- 
ting, and make their award needed 
contacts then. 

The 3905 Century Club Net 
(3905ccn) is one of the places looking 
for YL operators. Ginger Wonderling, 
AB6YL, recently was one of the most 
sought-after contacts while operating 
from Hawaii on the 40 Meter Late 
SSB net. 

Judi Jaska, W@JJ, invites everyone 
to check in with the ladies from the 
Texas Young Ladies Round Up Net 
(TYLRUN) on Thursday mornings. 


Contact these fine dealers for prices 


and stocked lengt 


50 Ohm Coax Cable Assemblies 


manufactured by Cable X-Perts, inc. www.cablexperts.com 


They meet at 7:55 a.m. Central Time 
on 3.947 or 3.948 if QRM and usually 
finish around 8:10 a.m. so be on time 
or you will miss them. They would 
love to have more YLs to chat with. 
When you join them you will meet 
Evelyn Redfearn, NSBOT, and Doris 
Anderson, KSBNQ, from Oklahoma, 
and Kathy Rogers, K5IHF, from Texas, 
among others. Judi Jaska, W@JJ, from 
Texas is usually net control. 

In New England, you will find the 
Yankee Lassies Net, which meets each 
Wednesday morning on 3.912 MHz [up 
or down due to QRM] at 1230Z. We 
generally have five or six check-ins, 
and sometimes as many as seven or 
eight. Any District One YLs or other 
local YLs that can be heard on the net 
are encouraged to check in at any time. 
“After a few weeks of checking into the 
net, you really have a sense of belong- 
ing, and the friendships forged on the - 
net are reinforced at our twice-yearly 
WRONE (Women Radio Operators of 
New England) meetings,” writes Jane 
Oliver, NIPVT. 

These are just a few of the nets YLs 
are involved in, so let me know where 
YOU can be found on the air! 
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If Not a Net; 
Try a Contest, or 
Special Event 

If you don’t find YL operators on a 
net, you can certainly find them in a 
contest. Contests include some special 
YL based contests such as the one spon- 
sored by the Australian Ladies Amateur 
Radio Association (ALARA) which is 
held the last FULL weekend of August 
every year. It is open to OMs, YLs , and 
SWLs alike, so check it out this year 
starting Saturday, 30 August, at 0600 
UTC and ending Sunday, August 31 at 
11:59 UTC. For full details and sug- 
gested frequencies go to their website 
at http://alara.org.au/ and get all the 
information to get involved. 

Heather Hasper, KL7SP, has great 
news. The call sign trustee of W1AW, 
David Sumner of the ARRL, has 
approved the request to operate the 
ARRL 2008 Alaska Convention Arctic 
Circle Special Event Station as W1 AW/ 
KL7! This has never been done before 
anywhere in Alaska. The call sign 
WI1AW belongs to the ARRL national 
headquarters in Newington CT. 

“We will be operating from the 
Alaska Arctic Circle location where 
the Arctic Circle meets the Dalton 
Highway. For those of you who are 
grid square hunters, this is Grid Square 
BP-56. This is a great opportunity for 


those of you looking for an Alaska 
Adventure. We will be operating from 
25 July thru 10 August 2008 on all 
bands and all modes,’ she says. 

For more information on the event 
check out www.akhamfest.com for 
more details. The YLs in Alaska are 
planning all sorts of events as well. 


Let’s Make YLs 
Easier to Find 


Wow! So many YL happenings and 
yet I constantly hear how hard it is to 
work a YL on the air. It is easy to find 
out when a YL is operating on a DXpe- 
dition and the pileups are massive, but 
what about the rest of the time? 

The rest of the time, the YLs are out 
there, but just not as obvious. One sta- 
tion I recently contacted said I was one 
of six or eight YLs he contacted out of 
about 1,600. With all the YL oriented 
awards, nets and contests it should be 


-easier to find a YL out there. 


I know I still need to meet a lot of 
ladies on the air. I am working on my 
YL-WAS (YL Worked All States), 
YLCC award (talk to 100 different 


YLs) and don’t even get me started on. 


finding DX YLs to talk to for contests 
and awards. With great openings to 
Europe and. Asia, the only DX YL I 
heard and worked for the DX-YL to 
NA-YL contests was Janet McLeod, 
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VP8AIB, in the Falklands. 

I was very disappointed with the DX 
runs, but was glad to hear a number of ~ 
U.S. YL stations and clubs getting on 
to try the same thing. Even though we 
didn’t work a lot of DX YLs, we had 
fun working Stateside YLs and it was 
a blast. 

Please let me know your YL upcom- 
ing events. Don’t forget I need a couple 
of months lead-time as this is a bi- 
monthly column, but we want to get 
the word out. Send out your YL infor- 
mation to groups, nets and magazines 


_ and if you hear a YL on the air, post 


her! I love hearing about what YLs 
have done, but would also like to know 
what you are about to do. For instance, 
there’s a group of YLs going to VP8... 
but that’s another column. 

Send news! 

— E-mail me at nOwbv @earthlink. 
net or write to me at P.O. Box 342, 
Littleton, CO 80160-0342. Thanks! 
Cheryl, NOWBV. © 
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Keep Frequency Alive: 
Run Fixed Stations 


Dennis Hall, KK7X 


fter a winter that will go into 
Ae record books, summer at 
my QTH has finally arrived. 

The last traces of snow are finally 
gone, the grass is growing and summer 
projects being planned. Unfortu- 
nately, none of my plans call for much 
in the way of travel. With my ongo- 
ing medical bills, trying to get my 
atrial fibrillation under control, and 
horrendous fuel prices, driving far is 
just out of the question; the price for a 
gallon of regular is forecast above $4 
per gallon. The diesel fuel I put into 
my big rig has been over $4 for some 
time. In fact, the last time I fueled 
the price was $4.50 per gallon. Just 
a quick calculation puts the cost per 
mile just for fuel at 75 cents. It cost 
more to fuel the truck per mile than 
to fuel the driver! 

I have been ‘avoiding this subject 
for some time. The county hunter 
net on. 14.336 used to be a place for 
friends to gather, make their contacts 
with mobile stations dashing back 
and forth across this great land and 
achieve that wonderful goal of work- 
ing all 3,077 counties. It was common 


for ask the NCS (Net Control Station) . 


to move a station after the run for run- 
ning a county off frequency or just a 
friendly QSO. 

In reality 14.336 is no longer a net. 
It is run by acommittee of one for the 
interest of a few. For hours on end, all 
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you hear is “This is K2JG (aka KZ2P), 
is there a mobile station ready to run a 
county?” Moreover, for hours on end, 
you listen to static and the occasional 
mobile run his county. Ah, mobile 


station, which brings us right back to 


our discussion of fuel prices. 

Not long ago there was a rather 
active discussion of allowing fixed 
stations to run their counties on 
14.336 when there are no mobiles 
ready to run their counties. What is 
wrong with this concept? Nothing. 
As the solar cycle increases, so will 
the fuel prices. While I do anticipate 


a drop in fuel prices after the Novem-. 


ber elections, our chances of seeing 
$2-a-gallon gasoline again are slim 
to none. At these high prices, who 
can afford to make a trip just to “put 
out counties?” Not me. Nevertheless, 
fixed stations are not running:on 
14.336 simply because K2JG (KZ2P) 
will not allow it to happen. 14.336 is 


his frequency and he alone decides 


who will run and when they will run. 
Fair? No way no day. With today’s 
high fuel prices, what logic is there 
in working all 3,077 counties by way 
of a mobile station? I achieved my 
MARAC 2nd Time Award by work- 
ing all 3,076 (Broomfield, CO has 


been added since that time for 3,077 
counties) mobile-to-mobile no relays. 
That was an achievement that I am - 
very proud of and it was not easy. 
However, in my opinion, it is time to 
allow fixed stations to run on 14.336 
to keep the interest going and the 
frequency active. I live in Kootenai 
County, Idaho. It is not a rare county, 
but it is not run every day. I would be 
more than happy to run that county 
on 14.336. How about it, Jim? Give 
us back our net. 

When I first started county hunting 
over 20 years ago 14.336 was known 
as the 20 Meter Mobile Emergency 
and County Hunters Net. If a new 
call was. heard working the mobile 
during the run, the NCS would take 
a few minutes at the end of the run to 
welcome the newcomer and someone 
would take the station off frequency 
and give him a quick primer on county 
hunting. MARAC (Mobile Amateur 


Radio Awards Club) would send a 


welcome package (on request) to the 
new station and he or she would be 


on their way towards the coveted 


USA-CA Award. What has changed? 
Today no one welcomes you. In fact, 
heaven forbid if you should make 
a mistake on 14.336 such as using 
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phonetics or not following procedures 
that have never been explained to you. 
- During that same period, MARAC 
was promoted on the net and newcom- 
ers were encouraged to join MARAC 
for all of the benefits. Please note that 
I am intentionally referring to 14.336 
today as a frequency and in the past 
as a Net, because that is what it has 
become. Today there is hardly a men- 
tion of MARAC on 14.336 other than 
an occasional announcement of a new 
award or upcoming event. 

So who is to blame for this situation? 
We, as county hunters and MARAC 
as the primary organization of county 
hunting, are equally responsible. We 
have lost control of our primary oper- 
ating frequency. It is long past time for 
either MARAC or a group of county 
hunters with backbones to re-establish 
the 20 Meter Mobile Emergency and 
County Hunters Net and once again 
make it a respected operating fre- 
quency. MARAC has long claimed 
that they do not run the net and in 
fact take no responsibility for the net. 
- This indicates a lack of organization 
and real caring about our hobby. How 
about those folks when email me on 
occasion about returning 14.336 to 
a net operation and welcoming back 
the estimated 30-35 Hams when have 


operating on his frequency, myself 
included. Get ’er done! 

I will jump back down off my 
soapbox and take a moment to thank 
everyone who has sent messages of 
encouragement during my battle with 
atrial fibrillation. I went into perma- 
nent Afib last October and since then 
have been cardioverted (shocked) 
three times, tried a couple of rhythm 
medications and underwent a cardiac 
ablation in April. The jury is still out 
on the ablation as it takes time for scar 
tissue to form within the left pulmo- 
nary veins that will, hopefully, redi- 
rect the electrical pulses that cause my 
Afib. My plan for the Courage Classic 
this year are down the tubes but I am 
praying I will be able to get back to 
training on my bicycle soon and be 
ready for a couple of Fall events that 
I enjoy. Don’t wish me luck, just add 
me to your prayer list. 

County Hunting recently lost one 
of its most active and respected YL’s, 
Alice Ginsburg, N4AMYZ. My fond- 
est memory of Alice was when I was 
able to give her the last county for the 
whole ball of wax and the pleasure it 
gave to both of us. I checked the atlas 
and found that if I took a secondary 
highway it would only take me a few 
miles out of my way. I made it to 


action contacted Alice to have her 
remind me what her last county was, 
as if I forgot. I replied, “Oh, yeah, I 
remember now and by the way you’re 
5-9 for your last county.” Alice said, 
“You're kidding?” I responded with, 
“No, I am in your last county and 
you're 5-9.” It took her a few seconds 
to realize that I was saying and give 
me areturn report. She was so exited 
that I could just visualize the tears 
running down her face. Now that is 
what County Hunting is all about. 
Keep ’em laughing, Alice, and some- 
day we will meet again, my friend. 

Please keep our country and troops 
in your prayers. and never forget the 
foundation that our great county was 
built on. Until next time, God bless 
you all. 

— Dennis Hall, KK7X, may be 
contacted via snail mail at: 4518 W. 
Haney Rd., Rathdrum, ID 83858 or 
e-mail dennis@kk7x.us — & 
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Visit To The Hall Of Science 


Carole Perry, WB2MGP 


his past December, I took two 
of my granddaughters to the 
incredible Hall Of Science in 
Queens, New York. I knew we were 
in for a fun time when I spotted the 
antenna array on the roof. We were 
greeted by Tom Golero, KC2CBA, 


who was our host at the club station 


WB2JSM. 

Emily, age seven, has been practic- 
ing Morse code for several months and 
was really excited about getting on the 
air. Hailey, age four, likes to follow 
whatever her older sister does. We were 
really in luck that day because a “Santa 
Claus” Special Event Station was look- 
ing for youngsters to speak with. The 
girls were thrilled to make contact with 
WO6T-W6S (Mickey Hicks) who is 
Santa around holiday time in Decem- 
ber. He was nice enough to talk to 
grandma, too, and we both remembered 
when he spoke with the students in my 
Ham Radio class several years ago. ° 

Emily was so excited about receiving 
her first QSL card that she took it into 
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Carole Perry, WB2MGP (L) and Tom Golero, KC2CBA (R). 


school. Her science teacher called me 
and invited me to do a radio demon- 
stration at her school. Like most things 
in our amazing hobby and service 
one thing always leads to another. I'll 
write about the terrific “reception” I 
received at that elementary school in 
a future column. 

Two other interesting club mem- 
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bers I met at a subsequent visit to 
the HOSARC were Thomas Tumino, 


_N2YTRE, and Rob Smith, AB2UV. Tom 


was good enough to supply me with 
the background history of the museum 
station taken from oral histories by Tom 
Golero and Steve Greenbaum, as well 
as other sources. 

The HOSARC is housed in the New 
York Hall of Science, a children’s sci- 
ence museum which was originally built 
as an exhibit space for the 1969 World’s 
Fair. The original building (now much 


Emily at the Hall of Science radio 
Station. . 


built upon and expanded) resembled 
then, and still does now, an amoeba and 
iS quite unusual. 

The weekend of 23 March, the club 
celebrated 35 years of demonstrating 
Amateur Radio to children visiting 
the museum. Through the weekend 
all contacts were eligible to receive a 
certificate from the station (see www. 
qrz.com). The club began to take shape 
in 1972 with 100-150 members with 
two complete stations of mostly Drake 
equipment. Headphones were set up 
around the shack booth so that onlook- 
ers could listen in on the QSOs. There 
was also a world map on the wall that 


Haley at the Hall of Science radio station. 


was operated from the shack. The map 

would light up whatever country they 
were talking with. Contrary to today, 
when the club members encourage 
visitors to enter the shack and get on 
the air; in the earlier days the visitors 
were mostly just onlookers. One wall 
inside the shack was covered with QSL 
cards; and next to the station was a. 
chicken hatchery! 

The club has been maintained through 
the years by volunteer members. They 
receive no funding from the city or 
from the Hall, and the club is a 501(c) 

- (3) organization. The club has no paid 
members or officers. They receive all of 
its funds through donations, member- 
ship dues, and its biannual hamfests. 
The HOSARC is always happy to 
receive cash or equipment donations to 
fulfill its worthy goal of demonstrating 
Amateur Radio to children and bring- 
ing the next generation of Hams into 
the hobby. 

Tom is quick to point out that a vital 
part of their demos is the goodwill 
expressed by countless Hams around 
the world who have graciously spent 
their time on the air with the young- 
sters, answering their questions about 
Ham Radio. Keeping the station run- 
ning is a major effort, especially as 
the Hall itself is a very dynamic place, 
where buildings are built and remod- 
eled every few years; forcing the arc 
to reroute their multiple 350-foot coax 


runs and to move their equipment. It’s 
only through the tireless efforts of 
the members and the kind donations 
from the likes of Kenwood, MFJ, 
ARRL, WorldRadio and countless 
others that they have managed to stay 
on the air. 

The club is now on the third reincar- 
nation of their radio shack. They are 
active on 160m-70cm, digital modes 
and satellites. They also run an Inter- 
net linked repeater system on 2M and 
70cm. They participate.in contests, 
traveling and operating contest sta- 
tions, holding licensing classes, and 
traveling to far away hamfests such as 
Timonium and Dayton. 

Through the years, they’ve partici- 


_ pated in Field Day, picnics, fishing trips 


and holiday parties. The club has par- 
ticipated in Christmas visits to Flushing 
Hospital using HTs to talk to Santa and 
give out presents. 

If you want to meet with a group of 
dedicated and fun Hams, I suggest you 
contact them at www.qsl.net/hosarc or 
stop by and visit in person. 

Since our initial visit, my girls and 
I have returned three times for more 
fun at the museum and a guaranteed 
good time at the WB2JSM shack. Once 
again, Ham Radio was the key to fun 
and learning. 

— Carole Perry, WB2MGP, can 
be reached by e-mail at WB2MGP@ 
ix.netcom.com. ® 
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The Novice and the ORPer, 1961 to 1976 


Richard F isher, KI6SN 


— introduced by the FCC in July 

1951 — was an important cross- 
beam in building the QRP community 
in the United States. 

A one-year, non-renewable ticket, 
the Novice class’ limitations included a 
maximum power of 75 watts. It would 
Stay that way for 25 years. 

In 1961, Harry Blomquist, K6JSS, 
formed QRP Amateur Radio Club 
International, with the goal of attracting 
operators who volunteered to run 100 
watts or less to reduce QRM on increas- 
ingly crowded bands — revolutionary 
concept for its time. 

And with that, voila, 75-watt Novices 
across the U.S. fell right into the QRP 
world. As WNIDWL in 1965, I was one 
of ’em. 

In 1976, the FCC modified Novice 
regulations to increase power to 250 
watts. Many operators opted to go QRO. 
But many stayed QRP, too. 

It wasn’t until 1981 that QRP ARCI 
modified the organization’s guidelines to 
drop official QRP limits to 5 watts output 
on CW and 10 watts PEP on SSB. 

But from ’61 to ’76, Novices and 
QRPers were a band of brothers. And 
what a time it was. . 

Here are some remembrances from 
Novices of those days who. remain 
QR Pers today. 


Mark Langenfeld, 
WASETW 
Novice: WN9ETW, 1962 


“T got my Novice ticket — WN9ETW 
— in July 1962 and built the Knight Kit 
50-watt T-50 transmitter. I paired that 


lf a strange way, the Novice license 
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Log Books 


ASA nc, - PO Box 454 - Glenwood, NI O7418 
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A young Mark Langenfeld sits at the 
controls of WN9ETW, circa 1962. 
His Novice/QRP station consisted of 
a Knight Kit T-50 transmitter paired 
with a National NC-105 receiver and 
longwire and dipole antennas. Other 
photos referred to in this column 
can be seen at The QRPer: www. 
TheQRPer.blogspot.com. 


with a National NC-105 receiver and a 
longwire and 40-meter dipole. 

“The T-50 is a classic design — 
6AG7/807/SU4GT — and would load 
anything. The NC-105 wasn’t bad for 
80 and 40. But over 18 MHz, it would 
drift and drift no matter how long it was 
left on. And it was deaf as a post. This 


was quickly addressed by adding anold . 


RME DB-20 pre-selector acquired for a 
few bucks at a club auction. 


CW TOUCH PADDLES 


|NO MOVING PARTS -NO ADJUSTMENTS 


100% RELIABLE PADDLE PERFORMANCE 


QV Battery or wall-wart 
operated <2mA standby 


SELF 
CALIBRATING 
PADDLES 


Model P1 shown with built-in 
42 function electronic keyer 


Starting as low 
as $20.00 USD 


WWW.TOUCHPADDLES.COM 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


“Although even my current ATS-3A — 
will run rings around the old Novice 
set-up, the adventure and excitement of 
that first year on the air will never be for- 
gotten. QSOs didn’t always come easy, 
so each was a triumph. What fun!” | 


Joe Malloy, W2RBA 
Novice: WN2QTQ / 
WN2RBA, 1965 


“T anxiously awaited — for more than 
two months, as I recall — for the arrival 
of my license from Gettysburg. It finally . 
came: I was assigned the call letters 
WN2QTQ. Wow! I was a real Ham, albeit 
a Novice. After getting on the air right 
away, I — with the help of my father, 
who wrote the check — sent a letter to the 
Little Print Shop somewhere in Texas, I 
believe, and ordered QSL cards. 

“About a week and a half goes by and 
I receive another letter from the FCC: 
Oops, we goofed. 

“They explained that they had just 
switched over to a computerized 
license issuing system and forgot to 
tell the machine: that Q-signals, by 
international convention, were never 
issued as call signs. 

“T was to cease operating as WN2QTQ 
and would be receiving a new call soon. 
That’s how I became WN2RBA. I always 
wondered about QTQ: ‘Can you com- 
municate with my station by means of the 
International Code of Signals?’ It seemed 
pointless, for if you knew what was sent, 
you obviously could, and if you couldn't, 
well, you wouldn’t respond. Oh well... 

“T have only one picture from the days 
of yore showing my early station in 1966; 
my Novice station with add-ons obtained 
when I made General: Drake 2B / 2BQ, 
which I still have; my Lafayette KT-390 
‘Starflite’ transmitter, and the add-ons; an 
Eico 722 VFO; an Eico 730 plate modula- 
tor; and a Lafayette HE-45b 6 Meter AM 
transceiver — without any sort of VFO. 

“Unfortunately, the picture is affixed 
very well in a scrapbook of those times, 
so I don’t think I can remove it. I can’t 
believe I didn’t take many more pictures 
of the shack — a corner of my bedroom 
— where I spent many an hour before — 


and is school.” 


Nick Kennedy, WASBDU 
Novice: WN5BDU, 1962 


“It started sometime during the school 
year in seventh grade, 1961. Our pastor 
visited our class at St. Benedict’s and 
held up strange parts with exotic names 
like capacitor and inductor.. 

“He was building an HT-40 transmit- 
ter from a kit for his Ham station. He 
plugged-in an S-40 receiver with green 
lighted dials and tuned in the beeps of 
Morse code. Father Andrew then let on 
that he could teach interested students 
how to get started with Ham Radio. 

“So I studied the various license manu- 


als and old QSTs and whatever else I could © 


find, listening to the hiss of Morse on an 
old wooden box shortwave receiver with 


‘magic eye’ tuning, and trying to send with — 
a straight key — with no tone oscillator. . 


“T finally had the Novice test proxied by 
a Ham in Paris, AR. It took forever to get 
the results in those days. But the license 
arrived in January 1962 when I was 13. 

“Dad had a friend build a shelf in 
the store room of his tavern for my rig. 
I have a photo in which you can see 


the S-119 Sky Buddy II 3-tube receiver - 


and the single tube 6146 transmitter for 

80 and 40 Meters, both built by Father 
Andrew, K5IVT. 

“The antenna was arandom wire about 


__ 20 feet above ground and 75 feet long. 


Water followed it in once during a rain 
storm and drenched my license, thumb 
tacked to the wall above the WNSBDU 
QSL card in the picture. 

“The little white thing near my wrist 
was a plastic base with letters WNSBDU 
inserted. It arrived as a free promotion 
from World Radio Labs along with their 


catalog. The numerous Ham catalogs I 


transmitter was a Knight T-60 and the 
receiver was a pitiful S-20R. Someone 


in the living room could walk across the © 


floor and it would send the receiver clear 
across the band. : 

“My license came on a Friday. Dad 
gave it to me after I came in from my 
paper route. 

“I remember I got black ink from 
the papers all over the envelope. So 


I went straight to the Ham shack — — 


bedroom — and started calling CQ. 
I called and called and lost every 
contact that came back to me because 
of the poor, unstable S-20R. 

“My Dad knew a Ham from work and 
talked to him — Jack Green, W5PPH. 
I’ll never forget him. I had called CQ 
for two days with nothing, but refused 
to give up. He came over and gave me a 


-BC-455, showed me how to use it, and 


bingo, I was happy as could be. I was 
making contacts. 

“The first transmitter I built was a 
Scrounger 6V6 rig. I remember it so well 
I just built one and I’m using it with a 


BC-348Q and having a blast.” 


Joe Trombino, W2KJ 
Novice: WV2ZDF, 1962 


“T got my Novice ticket in 1962 while 
in high school after taking the test in that 
crummy old building in New York City. 
I have a picture of the old fellow with the 


The NorCal 40A 


Transceiver Kit 


Sure, there are a few 40 meter CW kits 
out there to choose from. But the 
‘NorCal 40A stands apart from the rest 
with a unique combination of custom 
features and big-rig performance. 


very stern face who gave me my code 
test. | copied the photo out of an old Ham 
publication. 

“T got on the air as WV2ZDF using a 
homebrew 6V6 and S77 receiver and a J-38 
straight key. It was a pretty sad combo, but 
I was able to light up a 5-watt light bulb, so 
I guess I was QRP back in ’62. 

“Moved up to a Heathkit DX-20, an 
NC-190 and a 40-meter dipole and really 
started working stations. And I finally got a 
Vibroplex bug and that brought great relief 
to my aching fist. 

“T look at the NC-190 on my operating 
shelf — sold my first one years ago, but 
was lucky to be able to purchase another 
one a few years back. Then I look over at 
the Elecraft K3 and I am just amazed at the 
changes in technology we have seen in the 
past 46 years. 

“T wonder what changes will happen in the 
next 46 years? I don’t think I'll be around to 
see them though.” 


On the Web 


To see the photographs described in 
these Novice QRP narratives and for 
more stories and pictures, visit KI6SN’s 
The QRPer website at: www.TheQRPer. 
blogspot.com 

— Richard Fisher, KI6SN, can be 
reached by sending mail to 1940 Weth- 
erly Way, Riverside, CA 92506; or 2 
sending e-mail to: ki6sn@aol.com 


Add your own accessories, or outfit your 
NorCal 40A as pictured above with the 
legendary KCi Keyer and Morse- 
output Frequency Counter. The KC1 is 
so small it'll fit into any rig, but it's a 
perfect match for the '40A. The KC1's 
message memory and Jambic A and B 
modes provide operating flexibility. 
Running from batteries? The ‘40A and 
KCl together draw only 20mA on 
receive! Please call or write for more 


details. 
NorCal 40A $139 
KC1 $ 45 


received after getting my license were 
a source of endless daydreams of great 
Ham rigs. 

“The set up was a little less than opti- 
mum and I made a total of seven QSOs in 
my Novice ‘year.’ Back then, you surren-_, 
dered your old license when upgrading, 
and I was surprised to see it come back to 
me stamped CANCELLED, along with 
my new WAS5BDU license.” 


Jerry Felts, NR5A 
Novice: WN5TFU, 1967 


“I got my Novice in September 1967 
and my call was WNSTFU. My first 


up most ORP rigs and you'll 
find a rat's nest of wires. Open up a 


‘40A-a snap with our quick-release 


latches—and you'll find clean, no-wires 
construction that's worth showing off! 
Performance is equally impressive: of 
‘several popular QRP rigs, the '40A 
posted the best receiver sensitivity 
(-137dBm; see June '96 QST). With its 
fast QSK, 2W output, RIT, crystal filter 

_ and ultra-stable VFO, the 
'40A is a joy to operate. 
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-TIME RADIO 


Adventures of Two Young Hams 


Quent Cassen, WORI and Clint Sprott, W9AV 


he year was 1955. Dwight Eisen- 
Lieve was president, and it 
was a much simpler time, espe- 
cially in Memphis, Tennessee where 
12-year-old Clint Sprott, ex-K N4BOM, 
has just received his Novice Amateur 
Radio license in the mail. Two years 
earlier, 11-year-old Quent Cassen, ex- 
WN4Y MG, had also become a Novice. 
Within the year we had upgraded to 
Generals and became lifelong friends, 
sometimes called the “CQ twins” by 
local Hams during our teenage years. 
Our early Amateur Radio days were 
spent on 40 Meters with low-power 
homebrew CW transmitters. Hams built 
a lot of their own equipment in those 
days, especially teenagers on weekly 
allowances. Clint mowed lawns, and 
Quent had a paper route to make enough 
money to buy the parts to assemble their 
early equipment. Quent had a Hallicraft- 
ers S-40B receiver, purchased from 
Sears, and Clint used a National NC-98 
receiver that Santa Claus had left under 
the tree. Clint remembers the trepidation 
with which he made his first QSO on 
17 January 1955 with K4ASL, nearly a 


mile away, on the 40-Meter CW Novice .- 


band. Quent remembers yelling to his 
mom ““What should I tell him?” when it 
was his turn to transmit. 

Amateur Radio in the 1950s was quite 
different from today. There was the thrill 
of listening to the first satellite to orbit the 
Earth, Sputnik 1, launched by Russia in 
October: 1957. Sputnik was easy to tune 
in since it transmitted at 20.007 MHz, 
just above WWV. Receivers weren’t 
so good in those days, and it helped to 
have WWV as a marker to find the right 
frequency. Probably the Russians did 
that on purpose lest we fail to notice. 
Propagation was so good in 1957 that 
we could hear Sputnik much of the way 
around the Earth during some passes. 
Sometimes we could go outdoors and 
see the satellite pass overhead just after 
dusk. There was a 1 kHz Doppler shift 
on the Sputnik signal as it passed, but 
the receivers that teenagers could afford 
weren't stable enough to notice it. 


44 WorldRadio, July 2008 


We were surprised how easy it was 
to work DX with very modest equip- 
ment. Ten-Meter CW was really hot. 
On the weekends we would get up 


' early and work one European station 


after another, staying with it all day 
until stations from Australia and Japan 


would start to come in just. before 10 


Meters went dead in the evening. The 
world seemed a very big place to two 
kids who hadn’t ventured very far from 
home. What we didn’t know was that 
sunspot cycle 19, which peaked in 1957, 


still stands as the all-time record. DX - 


contests were a thrill for us. By 1959, we 
both had DXCC certificates and many 
other operating awards. 


Quent is tuning the Collins 75A-3 in 
this picture, and Clint’s hand is on 
the Johnson Viking II transmitter 
during Field Day. 


Before we were old enough to drive, 
we converted a Heathkit 1l-meter 


Citizens’ Band transceiver to 10 Meters. 


and mounted it on Quent’s bicycle. The 
equipment was all vacuum tubes, and 
so we had to convert the output of a 
small wet cell battery to high voltage 
DC to power the tubes. The bicycle had 
an 8-foot whip antenna on the back, 
constructed from an old fishing pole. It 


Subscribe to. 


WerldRadio 


See page 9. 
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’ Quent’s dad 


, Frank Cassen, 
W4WBK, recorded Clint’s mileage 
before the start of a hunt. 


was fun working locals as well as DX on 
10 Meters AM with only 5 watts while 
pedaling down the street. Everyone 
thought we were crazy. Why would 
anyone want his own personal communi- 
cator to take with him in his vehicle? 

While still in high school, we each 
built our own Heathkit DX-100 transmit- 
ter. We built many other pieces of Heath - 
equipment — receivers, transmitters, 
and test equipment. Allied Radio in 
Chicago (via mail order) and the local 
Amateur Radio emporiums in Memphis 
(Bluff City and W&W) soaked up much 
of our allowances. We occasionally used 
the popular World War II ARC-5 Com- | 
mand Set equipment that was readily 
available and easily adapted for use on 
the Amateur Radio bands. _ 

We acquired many inexpensive com- 


. ponents from Lazarov Surplus Sales in 


Memphis, which sold parts by the pound. 
Clint remembers clipping resistors out of 
some of the equipment so we didn’t have 
to pay for the weight of the unneeded 
chassis. Can you blame the workers for 
being annoyed with us? Much of the 
war surplus electronics was designed 
for 24-volt military equipment, but we 
occasionally found 12-volt amplifier 


vacuum tubes (1625s) and dynamotors | 


which were the standard way to produce 
the hundreds of volts needed to power 
the AM vacuum tube transmitters that 
some Hams put in their cars. We each 
built 10-Meter AM mobile transmitters 
for our parents’ cars, at a time when we 


were too young to drive. Clint still has an 
operating version of one of those almost 
50 years later! The other transmitter, 
unfortunately, went up in flames years 
later while his mother was driving the 
car after Clint went off to college. 

CW came easy to us, probably because 
we started so young. We both used 
mechanical bugs for sending code, and 
Clint built an electronic keyer using 
vacuum tubes, but it never quite worked 
right, sometimes running away and send- 
ing things never intended. We got code 


£ 
car before the start of a rabbit hunt. 


proficiency certificates for 35 WPM, 
which was the highest speed for which 
the ARRL tested. We were asked to 
teach the code to adults who were study- 
ing for their General license at the local 
Amateur Radio school. We would record 
code practice sessions at 30 WPM on an 
old reel-to-reel tape recorder and play 
it back at half speed for our students to 
practice so that it didn’t take so long to 
prepare the lesson. To keep secrets from 
our parents, we occasionally “spoke” to 
one another in Morse code. Not exactly 
the same as the Navajo code talkers 
you’ve seen in the movies, but you get 
the idea. 

Field Day was always a summer high- 
light. We often operated W4EM, the club 
station of the Mid-South Amateur Radio 
Association (MARA) in Memphis. 
While still in high school, one Field 


Day we set.up our own station deep in 
the woods in Overton Park and stayed 
up all night operating. 

Biweekly transmitter hunts were very 
popular in the late 50s in Memphis. Can 
you imagine what Clint’s mother said 
after she found out that he had drilled 
a hole in the top of her brand new 1956 
Buick Special! Reluctantly she agreed 
that it was better to plug the hole with a 
2-Meter antenna than just to leave it. 

Although transmitter hunts were 
conducted on 10 Meters, the 2-Meter 


antenna was used for VHF communica- 
tion using retired vacuum tube taxicab 
radios that we converted to 2 Meters. 
The receiver and transmitter took up 
most of the trunk space. That was 
before the days of 2-Meter repeaters and 
commercial solid-state Amateur Radio 
transceivers. 

We used 29.627 MHz for the “Mem- 
phis 10 Meter Mobile Emergency Net.” 
Everyone was crystal controlled since 
7406.6 kHz quartz crystals were easy 
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to get from surplus outlets and VFOs 
weren’t so stable on 10 Meters or even 
common on inexpensive ard homebrew 
equipment. The net met faithfully on 
Monday and Friday nights, although it 
seemed no one ever had any traffic. Nev- 
ertheless, the operators and equipment 
were well prepared for these drills. 

Clint’s family had a lake home on 
Pickwick Lake in northeast Mississippi 
and we decided to go on a DXpedition 
of sorts. We overloaded a small boat 
with a gasoline-powered AC generator, 
a large vacuum tube receiver (SX-100), 
an Eldico CW transmitter, and a dipole 
antenna, and set up shop on a tiny 
island in the Tennessee River, near the 
dividing line between Alabama and 
Mississippi — all for the chance to 
sign K4BOM/4/5 on the air and pretend 
we were DX. The pileups were feeble 
(nonexistent, really), but it was our 
first time to be on the “wanted” end of 
a DXpedition after working so many 
others. Miraculously, we got back to 
shore without losing any equipment 
despite the very rough seas. 

One might think that we always walked 
the straight and narrow, but unfortunately, 
“boys will be boys.” Quent had a receiver 
that could tune to the local police and fire 
department. At a police auction, Clint 
bought a $5 vacuum tube receiver that 
was on a police motorcycle that had been 
submerged for a month in the Mississippi 
River and nursed it back to health. We 
would often converge on the scene of 
local calls, first on bicycle and later by 
car after getting our drivers licenses at 
age 16. Some of the police began to know 
us. We would occasionally visit the police 
dispatcher and help him dispatch cars. We 
once inquired about getting summer jobs 
as police dispatchers but were told that 
one had to be 21 years old to work for the 
police department, and so Quent took a 
summer job with the electric company 
and Clint delivered packages for his dad’s 
office supply company. 

After high school we both went on to 
college. Clint became a physics professor 
and Quent an electronics engineer. We 
have been involved in a lot of interesting 
technical work in our careers. Without 
doubt, our start in Amateur Radio with 
the Novice license opened many doors 
and launched us into our interesting and 
rewarding careers. & 
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‘xy) PROPAGATION 


A Look at the Skip Zone 


Amateur Radio publications, the 
author was discussing selective 
fading. In talking about the ionospheric 
regions, he stated that “From these layers 


[ a 2006 article in one of our other 


signals can ‘reflect’ directly back down. 


to Earth to within a few miles of the 
transmitter point. They may also even- 
tually come down after having traveled 
along the ionospheric layers for long 
distances, before ‘refracting’ or bending 
back down to earth.” He continued with 
“Between where the reflected signals end 
and where refracted signals show up may 
be a skip zone or no-signal zone.” 

That’s an unusual definition for skip 
zone in terms of ‘reflection’ and ‘refrac- 
tion.’ This month we’ll look at and elabo- 
rate on the concept of a skip zone. 

The easiest way to “see” the concept 
of a skip zone is to do ray traces. Figure 
1 does this on a 20M path from my QTH 
to the west in the early afternoon on a 
winter day when the smoothed sunspot 
number is around 50. 

The horizontal axis is distance from 
my QTH in km (0 kmis on the left), with 
each division being 100 km. The vertical 
axis is height above ground in km. 

The ray traces start at an elevation 
angle of 0 degrees (the one that comes 
back to Earth at around 2,000 km ina 
single hop) and increase to 90 degrees 
(straight up) in steps of 5 degrees. For 
this scenario, all elevation angles less 
than about 30 degrees refract back 
to Earth. Elevation angles greater 
than about 30 degrees go through the 
ionosphere. 

Knowing the critical frequencies of 
the E and F2 regions and the height 
of the peak electron density for each 
region, we could have calculated which 
angles refract back to Earth and which 
angles go through using spherical Earth- 
ionosphere geometry and the equation 
MUEF = one over the sine of the angle of 
incidence on the ionosphere. 

The scenario of Figure 1 will result 
in no signal out to about 900 km. Is 
this the skip zone? Technically, yes, as 
the electromagnetic wave skips over 
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Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA 
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Figure 1 — 20M Ray Traces During a Winter Day. 
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Figure 2— 40M Ray Traces During a Winter Day. 
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this distance. But it doesn’t necessarily 

mean there isn’t any signal in this zone 

— scatter and ground wave could fill in 

some of this distance. From Figure 3 in 

the July 2005 column, 100W on ‘20M 

ground wave with a horizontal antenna 

goes out to roughly 125 km (80 miles). 

Ignoring scatter, the zone of no signal 
would extend from about 125 km to 

about 900 km. 

Now let’s do the same ray trace effort 
on 40M under the same daytime condi- 
tions as Figure 1. The ray traces in Figure 
2 again start at 0 degrees and increase to — 
90 degrees in steps of 5 degrees. 
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Figure 4 — 75M Ray Traces During a Winter Night. 


Note that all elevation angles are 


refracted back to Earth. Thus there is 


no skip zone on 40M for this daytime 
- winter scenario at a smoothed sunspot 
number of 50. If you’re wondering 
why all the angles return to Earth on 
40M and not on 20M, remember that 
for a given electron density gradient 
the amount of refraction is inversely 
proportional to the square of the fre- 
quency. Thus for the same daytime 
winter conditions of Figures 1 and 
2, 40M will refract more than 20M, 
resulting in all the 40M angles return- 
ing to Earth. 

This refraction law of an electromag- 
netic wave encountering an electron 
density gradient in the ionosphere is 
- the fundamental concept behind NVIS 
(Near Vertical Incidence Skywave) 


propagation — move lower in frequency 
where refraction is more in order that 
higher angles can be refracted back to 
Earth to fill in the skip zone. 


So far we’ve only looked at day- 
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time conditions. Let’s take a look at 
a winter nighttime scenario on 40M 
at a smoothed sunspot number of 50. 
During the nighttime the electron densi- 
ties are lower, so we might expect that 
higher elevation angle 40M rays would 
go through the ionosphere. Indeed, 
that’s what happens and is shown in 
Figure 3. 

At night the skip zone is about 1,800 
km on 40M for this scenario. Only 
angles lower than about 15 degrees 
refract back to Earth. Comparing Figure 
3 to Figure 2 shows what happens when 
you hear someone say “40M goes long 
at night”. It simply means the electron 
density is only high enough to refract low 
angle rays — and thus the skip zone is 
extended out to great distances. 

What can we do to fill in the approxi- 
mate 1,800 km skip zone at night on 
40M? The answer, of course, is to move 
lower in frequency. Figure 4 shows ray 
traces on 75M during the same winter 
night as in Figure 3. 

The skip zone has decreased from 
about 1,800 km to about 600 km. To 
decrease it even farther (that is, to have 
communications closer than 600 km), 
the only option is to move even lower 
in frequency — to 160M. Remember, 
though, scatter and ground wave could 
help fill in some of the skip zone. 

What we’ve seen (literally) is that the 
skip zone is the distance out to which 
the first ray refracts back to Earth. 
That’s a pretty simple definition, and 
doesn’t confuse things with ‘reflection’ 
and ‘refraction.’ You should realize that 
the skip zone is dependent on frequency, 
time of day, month, and where we are in 
a solar cycle. 

To reiterate, scatter and ground wave 
can fill in some of the skip zone. With 
respect to scatter, the July 2003 column 
discussed my wife’s quest for 5BWAS, in 
which she used scatter to work close-in 
states On the higher bands — where the 
skip zone extended too far out. 

Since I mentioned NVIS propagation 
earlier, you can read more about NVIS in 
a great article by Dean, N6BV. It’s titled 
What’s the Deal About “NVIS?” It’s in 
the December 2005 issue of OST. 

— Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, can be 
reached by sending mail to: 1227 Pion 
Dr., Ft. Wayne, IN 46845; or by e-mail 
sent to: k9la@arrl.net. ey 
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longtime reader of Krusty Olde 
Acces Kolumn writes: “What is 

going on with the price of vertical 
antennas? Check out page 108 of March 
QST (a DX Engineering ad). For only 
$499.50 you can get a 75/80M vertical. 
For another 50 bucks they’ll throw in 
the guy kit. Or from ZeroFive antennas a 
1/4W 80M vertical for $1,300. They have 
a 64-footer for 75-160M for only $2,300. 
Has the price of aluminum tubing gone 
up? Does anyone read the ARRL antenna 
book anymore? My 1955 issue has several 
examples all made from 1" aluminum 
or copper tubing. Of course some are 
supported by 2x4s etc. but probably 
work just as well as the $500 one from 
DX Engineering. Are they ‘making hay 
while the sunspots don’t shine?’ Come 
on Kurt, give them hell. They’re ripping 
the Hams off.” 

Krusty Olde Kurt, sometimes known 
as “The Masked Avenger” is ready and 
able to take to task any antenna company 
that defrauds their customer by making 
claims for their antennas that are wrong. 
Mostly the claims are deliberately incor- 
rect; sometimes the manufacturers don’t 
know what they are doing. In all these 


cases Kurt tries to reveal the truth so his © 


readers can make an intelligent decision 
based on the true facts. 

The price of antennas is another matter 
and here. Kurt tends to side with the 
manufacturer. This is in spite of the fact 
that Kurt started his Ham career back 
when almost all Hams, Kurt included, 
built their own receivers, transmitters, 
antennas and accessories. You could do 
it on the cheap and it was a labor of love. 
Nothing surpasses the feeling you get 
when you first turn on your masterpiece 
and it actually works. In those days any 
Ham who manufactured and sold equip- 
ment was considered as a sort of pariah 
to be looked down upon. 

Things started to change when simple 
regenerative receivers gave way to com- 
plex superheterodyns. It became beyond 
the capabilities of the average operator 
to build such equipment and so arose 
Hallicrafters, Hammarlund and the like. 
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Complaint 


Kurt N. Sterba 


Later, single-sideband and transceivers 


came along making transmitters too . 


complicated for most to build. So we had 
Collins, Drake and others. In some ways 
antennas followed the same pattern when 
Yagis became popular. You could build 
a Yagi but it was a lot easier to buy your 
Tribander from Hy-Gain or Moseley. 

But the letter writer is correct in that 
you can make simple antennas like a 
dipole or a vertical for a lot less than you 
can buy one. It’s true that, if you look 
at the cost of the aluminum tubing for 
a vertical and the guywire and clamps, 
you'll find the manufactured vertical 
costs a lot more than that. Kurt is going 
to examine why the advertised ones cost 
so much more. 

Let’s start with the antenna the letter 
writer complained about, the DX Engi- 
neering DXE-80VA-3 80/75 Meter verti- 


‘cal. This a 43-foot high vertical with a top 


hat. The price is $499.50. Kurt notes that, 
in their April ad they also sell the alu- 
minum tubing. So if the antenna price is 
too high for you you can make your own. 
Prices for 6-foot sections of tubing range 
from $22.80 for 2.125 inch tubing to 6.60 
for 0.50 inch. All are slit for stacking. 
But back to the 80VA-3. It consists of 
more than just the tubing. In their parts 
list Kurt counts 44 items in addition to 
the tubing. These include. a tilt base and a 
12-foot diameter top hat. So DX Engineer- 
ing has costs over and above the aluminum 
tubing. But they have other costs that don’t 
show in the parts list. One is the QST ad. 
Their April ad is two pages in color. Kurt’s 


best guess is that DX paid about $7,000 - 


for it. This helps keep OST coming to you 


but the money to pay for it has to come 


*“** THE WIREMAN, INC™ **** 


***** 800-727-WIRE (9473) ***** 
Still, after 28 years, the “Keywords’” for 
“Certified Quality’ Wire, Cable, Connectors, 


Accessories, and Service. See it all at 
www.thewireman.com Tech help 864-895-4195 
SOUTHWEST US? Call (866)745-WIRE (9473) 


for TOP WM dir CLEAR SIGNAL PRODUCTS 
www.coaxman.com or wire@coaxman.com 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


from somewhere. Since there is no tooth 
fairy, the money comes in the price of 
antennas and the other items shown in the 


ad. Another cost is the wages paid to the _ 


people who buy the parts, assemble them 


into antenna kits, and ship them to you. 
You get the idea. There are reasons 
that the manufactured antennas are 
more expensive than the parts alone. 
But they must not be too expensive or 


no one would buy them. Lots of Hams | 


must think the kit is worth its price or 
DX Engineering could not continue in 
business. So Krusty Olde Kurt sides with 
the manufacturer in this case. Having 
all these antennas available gives us a 
choice. We can buy one of them or, if we 
prefer, we can make our own. 


a 


Feedline 

In the April issue Kurt reproduced a 
drawing from a reader showing an old- 
time broadcast station antenna. It showed 
three elevated horizontal wires and single 


vertical wire that connected to all three of 


the horizontal wires. 

A reader asked, “OK you crotchety 
old curmudgeon how are the feed wires 
done? Parallel, twisted, imaginary or 
just how?” 

The fact is that the evertion wire is just 
a single wire. And it is not a feeder. It is 
the vertical antenna. The three horizontal 


wires are “top loading.” This was typical © 


of early longwave antennas where the 
wavelength was so long that it was not 
practical to build the quarter-wave verti- 
cals now in use at the higher frequencies. 
The horizontal wires made the vertical 
appear to be longer than it was. Current 
flows into the horizontal wires so there 
is current all the way to the top of the 
vertical. This increases the base imped- 


ance of the vertical thus reducing ground 


losses. We use the principle in our “T” 


and “inverted L’ shaped antennas. Top © 


loading works. 

— Have a question for the Krusty one? 
Send it to WorldRadio, 2120 28th St., 
Sacramento, CA 95818 and we'll get it to 
Kurt. ®& 
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+ WWW.wrowr.com 


Visit us on the web at 


hand hams 


Ham Radio for people with disabilities since 1967 
e License manuals and books on tape 


COURAGE HANDI-HAM SYSTEM 
763-520-0511 hamradio@courage.org eee 


3915 Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley, MN 55422 


The BEST in 
Mobile Mounts 


4421 West 87th St. 
Hometown, [IL 60456 
Phone: 708-423-0605 
Cell: 708-337-8172 ' 
Fax: 708-423-1691 


Download catalog at 
www.w9iix.com 


- EQUIPMENT LTO. 


CW Keyers & Paddles ¢ Voice Keyers 


Contest Card - PC voice keyer and CW interface 
card * XT-4 - small, battery powered CW memory 
keyer ¢ Iambic keys, Paddle Pads & more! 


Unified Microsystems | www.qth.com/w9xt 
P.O. Box 133 R U Unified 
Microsystems 


Slinger, WI 53086 


-ames Pole Antennas 


wwwjamespole.com 


James & Joyce Pike 
760.780.6484 
kb6wht1 @juno.com ~' kb6bld @juno.com 


THE TUNER 
XMATCH® Antenna Tuners 


For info send $3 to: 7001 Briscoe Ln. ¢ Louisville, KY 40228 


HIGH POWER & HIGH EFFICIENCY 


Patented & Custom Built by Paul, NAXM 
Vacuum Variable Models Available 
See http://n4xm.myiglou.com 


VIBROPLEX 


The Vibroplex Co.Inc. 11 Midtown Park E. 
Mobile, Al 36606 800-840-8873 


Morse code.keys, parts, accessories, logo items 
www.vibroplex.com 


PROMOTING THE USE OF TEN METIERS SINCE 1462 


Ten-Ten International Net, Inc. 


Awaros ~ QSO parties - SPECIAL EVENTS - PAPERCHASING 


NETS DAILY texcept Sundiy) an 28.380 arud 28.800 ct 18002 


CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB 
www,ten-ten.org / www.10-10.org 


643 N 98TH Srreer - £142 Omana, NE 68114-2342 
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LOUISIANA 


Ozone Amateur Radio Club Hamfest will 
be held 19 July 2008, 8 a.m. — 2:30 p.m., at the 
Slidell City Auditorium, Slidell, LA. Admission 
$5. Tables $7 (reserved on first-come, first-served 
basis). Commercial dealers, flea market, VE 
testing, and forums. Talk-in: 147.27/87 PL 114.8. 
Contact Mike King, W5PY, 985/641-0831; wspy@ 
arrl.net; oarc@w93sla.net 


MARYLAND 


Baltimore Radio Amateur TV Society 
Hamfest and Computer Fest will be held 20 Jul 
2008, at the Howard County Fairgrounds, Rte. 
144, west of Rte. 32, adjacent to I-70 west, Friend- 


ship, MD. Open for tailgating 6 a.m. Handicapped - 


access. Kids under 12 free. Tables $30 in advance 
only, prior to 12 Jul. Free VE exams 9 a.m. 
Flea market, rain or shine. Computers, Outdoor 
exhibit areas. Refreshments. Talk-in 147.030/R 
and 448.325/R. Contact Ed Rosen, N3GXH, 
410/461-1212; n3gxh@arrl.org; brats@bratsaty. 
org; www.bratsatv.org 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Rowan Amateur Radio Society Firecracker 
Hamfest will be held 12 Jul 2008, at the Salisbury 
Civic Center, 315 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave. S, 
Salisbury, NC 28144. Doors open 8 a.m. Admis- 


sion $4 advance, $5 at door. VE testing 10:30. 


a.m. (walk-ins only). Homebrew contest. Talk-in: 
146.13 and 146.73 PL 94.8. Contact Ralph Brown, 
WB4AQK, 1621 Emerald St., Salisbury, NC 
28144; 704/636-5902; rkbrown5902@bellsouth. 
net; www.rowanars.org 


Mid-Summer Swapfest will be held 19 Jul 
2008 at Ritter Park Pavilion, 301 W. Lochmere 
Dr., Cary, NC 27518 (from intersection of Kildaire 
Farm Rd. (N-S) and Tryon Rd (E-W), go south on 
Kildaire Farm Rd. 0.8 mi. to W..Lochmere Dr. 
Turn right and go 0.1 mi. Turn left into Ritter Park. 
Bear around to right and go to end of road 0.15 
mi. Admission $3 per person 13 and above. Flea 
market spaces $5 each. Tables $10 each. Open to 
sellers 6 a.m. Open to public 8 a.m. VE testing at 
Resurrection Lutheran Church (walk-ins only at 10 
a.m.). Contact Herb Lacey, W3HL, 1022 Medlin 
Dr., Cary, NC 27511; 919/467-9608; w3hl@arrl. 
net; www.qsl.net/n4nc 


NORTH DAKOTA 
International Hamfest Committee will 


sponsor the 45th International Hamfest 11-13 Jul , 


2008, at the International Peace Garden, CCC 
Lodge, U.S. side (south from Brandon on #10, 
north from Rugby through Dunseith on ND #3, to 
the campground and lodge in the Peace Garden. 
At entrance, inform gate personnel of your atten- 
dance at the Hamfest to receive entry discount). 
Admission $13, U.S. or Canadian. Passports are 
not required this year for entry back into U.S. 
at Port-of-Entry, but proof of residency (D.L. 
or I.D. card and birth certificate for children) 


will be needed. VE testing, food on site, hiking, ’ 


bicycling, camping, tailgate flea market, dance 
in the evening with live band, Sunday pancake 
breakfast. Talk-in: VE4IHF - 1465.850 — 146.250 
MHz. Contact Richard Holder, VE4QK, P.O. 
Box 1011, Beausejour, MB ROE OCO, Canada; 
204/268-1702; ve4ihf@mts.net 


OHIO 
Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society 


NOARSFEST2008 will be held 12 Jul 2008, 8 a.m. 
~ Noon EDST, at the Lorain County Fairgrounds, 
Wellington, OH. Admission $6 gate, $15 indoor 
tables, $5 flea market space. Fri. set-up 6 — 9 p.m. 
Sat. set-up 6 a.m. EDST. Huge flea market, indoor 
vendors. Talk-in 146.70- (open repeater). Contact 
John Schaaf, K8JWS, P.O. Box 35, Avon Lake, 
OH 44012; 216/696-5709; noarsfest2008@noars. 

net; www.noars.net 


“OKLAHOMA 


Central Oklahoma Radio Amateurs, Inc. 
“Ham Holiday 2008” Hamfest will be held 18-19 
Jul 2008, at the Oklahoma State Fair Park, north- 
east of the I-40 and I-44 intersection, Oklahoma 
Expo Hall. Open 4 — 9 p.m. Fri; 8 a.m. — 3 p.m. 
Sat. Admission $7 pre-registration, $10 at door, | 
under 16, free with adult. Flea market $15/table’ 
in advance, $20/table at door (if available). VE 
testing, flea market. Talk-in: 146.82 (neg offset, 


151.4 Hz). Vendors, contact kcSqgcv@cox.net. Send 


pre-registration to CORA Ham Holiday 2008, 
c/o William Roberson, 1629 Rolling Stone Dr., 
Norman, OK 73071-1430. Additional information 
and registration forms at www.hamholiday.org 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Union City and Wattsburg Wireless Asso- 
ciations Hamfest will be held 12 Jul 2008, at the — 
Greene Township Municipal Building, 9333 Tate 
Rd., Erie, PA (I-90 Exit 29, south on Rte. 8, 2 
miles). Admission $5, under 16 free. Tables $5. 
Vendors, tail gating, in/outdoor tables, food, fox- 
hunt, VE exams. Talk-in 146.70- (PL 186.2). For 
information, vendor and entrance pre-registration, 
and tickets, contact hamfest@nw-pa-hamfest. 
com or hamfest@wattsburg-wireless.us; www. 


-nw-pa-hamfest.com 


Mid-Atlantic Amateur Radio Club will host 
the Valley Forge Hamfest and Computer Fair 13 
Jul 2008 (rain or shine), at the Kimberton Fire 
County Fairgrounds, Kimberton, PA (Rte. 113, 
south of intersection of Rte. 23 and Rte. 113). 
Admission $6, unlicensed spouse and children of 
licensed Hams free. Tailgaters $6/space. Indoor 
tables $10 each (inquire via contact). Free park- 
ing. Sellers admitted 7 a.m. Buyers admitted 8 
a.m. Talk-in: 145.130- PL 131.8 and 147.060+ PL | 
131.8. Indoor table reservations, contact Mike 
Pilotti, KF3CD, 610/935-4429; kf3cd@arrl.net; 
reservations@marc-radio.org. Hamfest info/ 
Flyer at www.marc-radio.org or MARC, P.O. Box 
2154, Southeastern, PA 19399. 


North Hills Amateur Radio Club Hamfest 
will be held 13 Jul 2008, 8 a.m. — 2 p.m., at the 
Northland Public Library, 300 Cumberland Rd., 
Pittsburg, PA. Free admission and free parking. 
Paved tailgating (1st space free, additional $5 
each). Handicapped accessible. Talk-in: 147.09 
W3EXW. Contact Rey Whanger, W3BIS; 
412/828-9383; w3bis@verizon.net or John 
Gorman, N3RQD, 412/487-9254; n3rqd@verizon. 
net; www.nharc.org 


WISCONSIN 


South Milwaukee Amateur Radio Club 
Swapfest will be held 06 Jul 2008, at the Ameri- 
can Legion Post #434, 9327 S. Shepard Ave., Oak _ 
Creek, WI. Buyers and sellers welcome. Outside 
event, admission $5. See our flyer on our website 
for map and more information at www. qsl.net/ 
wa9txe 
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Esmond “Easy” Hebert, W5CCT 
Esmond “Easy” Hebert, 94, died 02 Mar 2008 
at The Medical Center of Southeast Texas. Esmond 
was born 16 Sep 1913 in Port Arthur, Texas to Arthur 
Hebert and Zoe Broussard Hebert. He was a lifelong 
resident of Groves and was a retired construction 


’ carpenter. He was a member of Carpenters Local #16 


for more then 50 years, He was also a Ham Operator 
whose call sign was WSCCT. He was a WWII U.S. 
Army Veteran. Esmond was preceded in death by 
his wife, Annie Hebert. Survivors include his son, 
Esmond James Hebert and wife, Vinh, of Groves, 


50th Anniversary 


North Jersey DX Association will operate 
Special Event Station W2B 04-18 Jul 2008 to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the NJDXA 
and the W2 QSL Bureau. Frequencies: 7050, 
7250, 14050, and 14250. Association is offering a 
special 50th anniversary award for contacts with 
50 2nd district calls, as well as a commemorative 
QSL card. QSL via the W2 Bureau or direct to 
Peter J. Dougherty, W2IRT, P.O. BOX 1623, West 


Caldwell, NJ 07007-1623; www.njdxa.org 


Fiddlers Jamboree 
& Crafts Festival 


DeKalb County Amateur Radio Club will 
operate Special Event Station K4F 1400 — 2200 
UTC, 05 Jul 2008, at the 37th Annual Smith- 
ville Fiddlers Jamboree and Crafts Festival in 
Smithville, TN. Frequencies: 28.425, 21.335, 
14.280, and 7.275. For QSL, send SASE to Wil- 
liam Freddy Curtis, KC4GUG, 288 Dogwood 
Cir., Smithville, TN 37166-2712; 615/597-9563; 
curtisf@dtccom.net; www.dcarc.drivehq.com 


Zane’s Trace Commemoration 


Cambridge Amateur Radio Association will 
operate Special Event Station W8C 1300 — 2200 
UTC daily, 19-20 Jul 2008, to commemorate the 
210th anniversary of the completion of Zane’s 
Trace, the road that opened Ohio to settlement, 
leading to statehood. First road in NW Terri- 
tory. Frequencies: 7.235 and 14.260. QSL to 
George Alfman, W8FHF, 1975 N. Moose Eye 
Road, Norwich, OH 43767; geoalfman@aol. 
com; www.w8vp.org 


Texas; grandchildren, Keith Chapman, Greg Chap- 
man, Kevin Chapman, Curtis Case, James Chapman, 
Paula Pavlik, and Robert Chapman. 

Easy and I met in 1955 in Groves, Texas and 
became great friends. He used to tell me about the 
“treasure hunts” he went on using 75 Meter AM 
and about his experiences in WWII in the army in 
Europe. He was a master carpenter, having built his 
own house, as well as others. He also worked on the 
building of Port Arthur’s “Rainbow Bridge,” one of 
the tallest, if not THE tallest in the South. He was 
a dedicated Ham and a friend of many and he will 
definitely be missed. 

— The Port Arthur News, Jim Brewer (W5SQWL) 


Andrew J. Cooper, W6KQOK 


Andrew Jackson Cooper, 89, died 03 Dec 2007 in 
Auburn, California. He was born in Placerville, aka 
Hangtown, on 05 Jan 1918. He grew up in San Jose 
and was a lifelong resident of California except for 
time stationed elsewhere in the Navy. 

Andrew married his wife of 66 years, Nancy 
Margaret Cooper on 14 Jun 1941 in Honolulu just 
six months before he and she would become Pearl 
Harbor survivors on 07 Dec 1941. It is fitting he was 
laid to rest on the anniversary of that event. 

Andrew was a lifelong Amateur Radio operator, 
obtaining his license at the age of 16. After his time 
in the Navy in both WWII and the Korean Conflict, 
he returned to civilian life and rose to be President of 
an electronics firm he founded in Palo Alto. 

Andrew and Nancy moved to Meadow Vista in 
1993, where they joined their son, Ken, in enjoying 
the area close to Andrew’s birthplace. He is survived 
by his wife, Nancy; son, Ken; Ken’s fiancée, Cindy; 


a 


daughter, Georgia and her husband, Jeffrey Williams; 
as well as many other rélatives and friends. 

He was a good, kind, and gentle man of a genera- 
tion that fought to give all of us the freedoms and life 
‘we all now enjoy. His generation will be missed as it 
— Ken Cooper 


slips into history. 


! 


Zane’s Trace Commemoration 


Muskingum Valley Amateur Radio Club will 
operate Special Event Station W8Z 1300 — 2200 
UTC daily, 19-20 Jul 2008, to commemorate the 
210th anniversary of the completion of Zane’s 
Trace, the road that opened Ohio to settlement, 
leading to statehood. First road in NW Territory. 
Frequencies: 7.235 and 14.260. QSL to George 
Alfman, W8FHF, 1975 N. Moose Eye Road, 
Norwich, OH 43767; geoalfman@aol.com; www. 


CALL NOW! 
$77-472-8643 


(Toll-Free) Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. Pacific 


Subscribe to WorldRadio 


Get Ham Radio news every month. 


n&hr.bravehost.com 


EAA AirVenture 2008 


Fox Cities Amateur Radio Club, Inc. will 
operate Special Event Station W9ZL 1600-0000 
UTC, 31 Jul — 02 Aug 2008, at Pioneer Airport 
during EAA’s AirVenture-2008, Frequencies: 
7,250 +/- and 14.270 +/-. Jon Oldenburg, AB9AH, 
ab9ah@arrl.net; www.fcarc.us 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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As a service to our readers, WorldRadio presents a feature listing of those 
VE exams, times and locations which are sent to us. Please remember that our 
deadline for publication is three months in advance. For example, if your VE 
group is scheduling an exam for December, please have the information to us 
by mid-September. WorldRadio, 2120 28th St., Sacramento, CA 95818. Please 
mark the envelope “VE Exams.” List the location (City, State), any information 


examinees should have (advance registration, etc.) and the name and telephone 
number of a person to contact for further information. Examinees should bring 
their original license (along with a photo copy), two forms of identification (at 
least one should be a photo), and required fee. 


p/r pref.=pre-register preferred but w/i OK 
p/r=pre-register only —no w/i 


w/i=walk-in only 
wii pref.=w/i preferred to p/r 


City Date Contact Notes 
Alabama 
Birmingham first Sun Ken Adkisson, 
2 wb4fay @wb4fay.com, www.w4cue.com 
Arizona 
Mesa third Mon Steve, KY7W, 
480/804-1469, kj7wk@cox.net wii 
Yuma sec Sat Beverly, KB7ROB, 928/342-9460, 
LSIDEBOTTO@ROADRUNNER.COM p/r 
Arkansas 
Harrison sec Sat Tom, KCSGNS, 
870/743-1883, kcSgns@wholedamarea.com 
California 
Chula Vista fourth Sat Tuck, NZ6T, nz6t@arrl.org 
Highland third Sat Ed Slaughter, WU6I, 
909/864-0155, WU6I @arrl.net wii or p/r 
Lake Isabella second Sat Mike, KA61YS, 760/378-1028 p/r or wii 
Loma Linda 7/10/08 Samuel C Eller, 
909/796-2996, ad6ue@arrl.net wii 
Long Beach third Sat Louise, N6ELK, 562-429-1355 p/r 
Manteca/Tracy fourth Sat David, N5FDL, % 
209/835-6893, n5dfl@arrl.net p/r 
Oakland 7/27/08 EBARC, ORCA and ARCA, 
‘ 510/846-1587, wb6ner@arrl.net 
Redwood City 7/19/08 Al, WB6IMX, WB6IMX @worldnet.att.net — w/i 
Sacramento Hotline! 916/492-6115, n6na@arrl.org 
San Pedro fourth Sun _—_— Bill, W6AJ@arrl.net or 
Doug, W6HB @arrl.net p/r 
San Pedro second Sun _ Bill, W6AJ@arrl.net or 
Doug, W6HB @arrl.net p/r 
Santa Maria 7/26/08 John Portune, W6NBC, 805/406-6176, 
www.w6nbc.com, jportune@aol.com 
Santa Rosa Hotline! Hotline — Recording, 707/579-9608 w/i OK 
Sebastopol Hotline! Recording, 707/579-9608 
Stockton 7/19/08 Mike Zane, N6ZW, 
209/369-0859, n6zw @arrl.net p/r only 
Sunnyvale 7/12/08 Godron, W6NW, sv@amateur-radio.org, 
www.amateur-radio.org wii 
Colorado 
Louisville first Thurs Phil, AB@IR, ABOJR @yahoo.com or Ellie, NOQCX 
on the BARC repeater on 146.70(-) wii 
Florida 
Melbourne first Sat John, AA8IS @earthlink.net, 321/674-9022  w/iOK 
North Port Call Bill Norris, KC7TSG, 941/426-0214 wi/i pref. 
St. Pete Call!! Mark, NP3R 727/528-0071 wi/i pref. 
St. Petersburg Call!! Connie, K4TBZ, 
727/541-2491, radcfd@aol.com w/i pref. 
Hawaii 
Oahu TBD Call Lee, KH6BZF, 808/247-0587, 
808/551-3494 leewical@aol.com p/r 
Iilinois 
Bolingbrook third Sat Dale, W9KHX, 815/723-3332 w/i OK 
Burr Ridge Anyday! _ Argonne Amateur Radio Club, W9DS, 
630/986-0061 p/r 
Oak Forest 7/12/08 Tim Pechtold, AASBV, 
708/687-5057, aa9bv @amsat.org p/r pref. 
Roselle second Tues Sam Baribeau, W9SFB, 
~ 630/894-0708, w9sfb@aol.com p/r 
Indiana 
South Bend third Mon Alan, NY9A, 574/232-6883 p/r 
lowa . 
Des Moines 7/20/08 Dan Miller, KC@FRL, home 515/285-7981, cell 
515/491-0186, kcOfrl@arrl.net w/i OK 
Louisiana 
Lafayette first Thurs | Acadiana Amateur Radio Assoc., 
Danny Griffith, KSARH, kSarh@wSddl.org _w/i pref. 
Massachusetts 
Brookline second Mon Dick Doherty, KAITUZ, 617/527-2968, 
kaltuz@arrl.net, www.barc.org w/i OK 
Framingham second Wed Jim, W1EQW, 
508-435-6487, testing @fara.org p/r 
Gloucester second Sun Bob Quinn, WV1A, www.caara.net 
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City Date Contact Notes 
Michigan : 
Prescott third Wed Dale. 989/873-6920, www.k8oar.com p/r pref. 
Minnesota ; . 
Apple Valley second Thurs Jim, NOOA, 612/384-7709, NOOA@arri.net p/r pref. 
Mississippi 
Gulfport first Sat Barry L. Wilhelm, WBSWB, 

228/374-3233, WB5 WB @Cableone.net wli OK 
Nevada 
Minden 7/19/08 _George,WW7E, 

775/265-4278, ww7e@arrl.net 4 wii 
New Jersey 
Roselle 7/26/08 Gerry, AA2ZJ, 

732/283-2795, aa2zj@arrl.net. p/r pref. 
Westfield first Tues Gerry Miller AA2ZJ@Juno.com 

or www. W2LLorg 
Winslow fourth Tues South Jersey Radio Association, , 

Mark, K2AX, 609/820-1523, jtra@comcast.net, 

www.sjra.org 
New York 


North Lindenhurst 7/27/08 


Yonkers 7/06/08 YARC, Paul, AC2T, 914/237-5589, hide 
ac2v@yahoo.com, www.yarc.org wii OK 
Ohio 
Independence 7/13/08 ' Gary, NI8Z, 
216/642-8705, www.2CARS.org wii pref. 
Sandusky 7/15/08 Luther Gantz, N8HC, 
419/684-7864, n8hc@arrl.net « wii 
Oregon 
Astoria Call!! AATOA, 503/338-3333 pir. 
Bend Wedensdays Joe, K7SQ — 541/385-3152 p/r 
Lincoln City first Sat Carl, w7li@arrl.net, 503/965-7575 wii OK 
McMinnville Call!! Mark, AC7ZQ, 503/843-3580 w/i OK 
Sisters Call!! Dave, N7TYO 541/549-7831 p/r 
Tigard Call!! John, KS@F 503/626-7399 p/r 
Pennsylvania 
Erie third Sat Floyd Titus, WA3LCO, 814/825-3326, 
www.wattsburg-wireless.us, 
wwa@wattsburg-wireless.us w/i OK 
Lansdale 7/1/08 Olaf N. Markert, 
610/517-5074, w3pa@arrl.net p/r 
Nazareth first Thurs George Wieland, 610/264-0888, 
george @bioserv.com, www.dlarc.org p/r pref. 
Puerto Rico 
San Juan last Sat Hotline: 787/789-4998, prarl @prarl.org wii 
South Carolina 
Goose Creek 7/16/08 Robert N. Johnson, AE4RJ, 843-761-7637, 
' ae4rj@amsat.org, http://tridenthams.org, pir 
Texas 
Nacogdoches third Wed Nacogdoches ARC, Army Curtis, AESP, 
ae5p@arrl.net, 936/560-4997 wii 
Virginia ; 
Alexandria second Sat John, WZ4A, wz4a@arrl.net, 703-971-3905 wii 
Washington 
Everett fourth Sat Loren Hole, KK7M, 425/335-5158, 
loren_kk7m@msn.com, www.wa7law.com 
or Gary Whitanger, W7MGG, 425/745-4621, 
w7mgg@msn.com p/r or w/i OK 
Vancouver _ Hotline! CCARC, 360/254-0608, www.w7aia.org wii OK 
Wisconsin i 
Madison first Sat Carolyn, NQ9A, 
608/246-0225, nq9a@arrl.net wii 
Sheboygan 7/15/08 Art Pahr, K9XJ, 920/876-2370, k9xj@arrl.net 
or Mike Gottsacker, KD9TZ, 920/565-2672, 
mgottsac@excel.net p/r pref. 
Tomahawk last Sat Diane, KA9BHK, - 
715/453-3908, KA9BHK @ARRL.NET wii OK 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


GSBARC, Walter Wenzel, KA2RGI, 
631/957-0218, ka2rgi@arrl.net 


NEW PRODUCTS 


Oo) 


Informationin “New Products” is supplied by the manufacturers to acquaint WorldRadio 
readers with new products on the market. 


KBSWOW Text Message Gateway v7.00 


Attention — SKYWARN, Homeland 


Security/EMA, and Repeater Operators. 
Here is a program that is absolutely essential 
for all Emergency, Homeland Security, and 
operational needs. 

Sends Cell Phone Text Messages on DIMF 
command sequences or preconfigured sched- 
ules. AND IT'S FREE! 

Text Message Gateway v7.00 is now avail- 
able for downloading. 

Features: 

Built in DTMF decoding 

8 DIMF radio controlled: groups 

8 Schedule controlled groups 

A wide range of e-mail account settings 

Easy to use audio settings 

A really cool audio diagnostic screen 

Intuitive look and use 

Detailed event logging 

Complete instruction manual 


The KB8WOW Text Message Gateway 
program has been designed to fulfill a 
variety of needs by providing the following 

functionality: 
_ ¢ Send preconfigured and ad-hoc text mes- 
sages f 

e Send the text messages to any e-mail 
capable device, primarily cell phones 

e Send text messages to individuals and 
groups of individuals 

¢ Send text messages to individuals and 
groups regardless of cell phone providers 

¢ Send text messages triggered by radio 
control or on a preconfigured schedule 

¢ Report the status of the system ona daily 
and real-time basis 

e Use the program as a text message gate- 
way or as a stand-alone application 

e Provides detailed logs of system activity 
and system configuration changes 

¢ Includes a complete and detailed 41 page 


internet 


Computer 


instruction manual 
Theory of Operation: 

Preconfigured DTI MF (Dual Tone Multiple 
Frequency, the same as used by touch tone 
telephones) Command Sequences (1 to 10 
tones) are received at the antenna from a trans- 
mission source. A radio or repeater receives 
the signal and converts it to an audio signal. 
The radio audio signal is connected to the 
computer’s Audio Line Input. If a Command 
Sequence is recognized, the program will trig- 
ger a corresponding event and send cell phone 
text messages to preconfigured recipients. 

No Hassle Freeware: 

This is a real working “Production Release” 
program. Not an evaluation copy, not crippled 
in any way, and never expires. No registration 
is required. No adware, no spamware, no 
spyware, and no viruses. New release updates 
will be free. The program does not collect 
or send any type of information to unknown 
or unwanted destinations. It costs absolutely 
nothing whatsoever, no advertisements, no 


' information sold to third parties, no request 


for donations, not ever. 

Advances The State-Of-The-Art Of 
Emergency Communications: 

This is.a sincere and honest effort to provide 
a free communications tool that advances the 
state-of-the-art of emergency communica- 
tions. Amateur Radio operator, Tony Gargasz 
(KB8 WOW), is providing this tool as a free 
community and public service. Please take 
advantage of this opportunity and try the 
software. 

Downloads And Information 

Downloads are available at www.kb8wow. 
com/download_now.htm 

Additional information is available at www. 
kb8wow.com 

Contact: Tony. Gargasz, KB8 WOW; 
330/606-8519; tony@kb8wow.com 


1-585-591-8149 


4 coe $14 .99+SaH 


Exclusive EMBROIDER for Amateur Radio Operators! 


www.pennystitch.com 


www.CircuitSpecialists.com 
Powerful on-line source for your quality 
electronic equipment & supplies. 
Everything from resistors, capacitors, semicon- 
ductor devices & inductors to computer 
boards, data acquisition, test equipment, 
small CCD cameras & much, much, more! 
6 Circuit Specialists, Inc. 
‘Siphes ist> 800-528-1417/480-464-2485 


iy Since 1971 FAX 480-464-5824 
220 S. Country Club Dr., #2 » Mesa, AZ 85210 


COAX-SEAL 


Original Connector Sealant" 


MOISTURE PROOFS ALL COAX CONNECTORS 


Universal Electronics, Inc. 
4515 Little Savannah Rd. « Cullowhee, NC 28723 
(828) 293-2222 * FAX: (828) 293-2221 
www.coaxseal.com 


Tied af shopping? 


Euy something from one of our 
_ WorldRadio advertisers! 
| They're just a phone call away. 


3 Esti me Finest in 
Tower Accessories 
inpole Kits, Anienna Mounts, Standolf Brackets, Quadpods, 


ast Adapters, Climbing Steps, Rotor Mounts, Mast Plaies, 
‘ap Brackets, Hot Dip Galvanizing, Custom Fabrication 


Download a Catalag at www.w9iix.com 


rder Online! 1X Equipment Lid, 
; 4424 West 87th St. 
one: 708-423-0605 Hometown, IL 60456 
elf: 708-337- 8172 Doug, sila 


QSL Kit at-home Printing * QSL Cardboxes * DXCC, 
States Index Dividers Contest Keyboard Overlays * DX 
Return Envelopes * Vinyl QSL Wall Holders * Laminated 

World Projection Maps * CALLSIGN BADGES « License 
Frames ¢ Hats * Mugs * HAMSIGNS « AND MORE! 


HamStuff by W7NN 


www.HamStuff.com 
10624 Zephyr Lane SW « Olympia, WA 98512 


New Heavy Duty 32-Foot 
Telescopic Fiberglass Poles 


5/16 inch diameter tip section 
$115 shipped anywhere ConUS 
Optional accessory to reach height of 38 feet 


The Mast Company 


www. TMastCo.com 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6éwr.com 
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WorldRadio Mart 


Buy - Trade - Sell 


MART deadline is the 15th of the month two months prior to issue date. Please include an address on all ads so prospective clients can 
contact you by mail, if they prefer. Commercial rate: 47¢/word, prepaid. Private rate: 32¢/word, prepaid. For credit card orders only: 
(VS, MC, AmEx) Fax 916/457-7339 with card number, exp. date, name as it appears on card, and signature. 


WANTED: OLD QSL CARD COLLEC- 
TIONS. Collector looking for U.S. and DX cards 
for historical projects. W2VRK, 9 Laird Terrace, 
Somerset, NJ 08873, e-mail: tpllrs@patmedia. 
net. 508-1108 


CERTIFICATE FOR PROVEN TWO-WAY 
~ RADIO CONTACTS with amateurs in all 10 
USA call areas. Award suitable to frame and 
proven achievements added on request. Send 
SASE to W6LS, 45527 3rd St. East, Lancaster, 
CA 93535-1802 to get data sheet. FOO 


NAME TAGS BY GENE — In full color, our 
artwork or yours. See our web page for samples 
and prices. www.hampubs.com; HARLAN 
TECHNOLOGIES, 5931 Alma Dr., Rockford, 
IL 61108-2409; 815/398-2683. 0708 


WANTED FOR MUSEUM: PRE-1980 
MICRO-COMPUTERS, also early-micro- 
computer journals, newsletters and advertising 
literature. KK4WW, P.O. Box 179, Floyd, VA 
24091; 540/763-2321, 540/745-2322. 108-209 


TWIN MINIATURE PADDLE KEYS: Same 
size, feel and price: 1"x1.75"x1.25" high, operat- 
ing force 0.5 0z., $65+$5 shipping, either key. 
PK1 iambic, 1.6 oz; PK2 single lever, 2.2 oz. 
Very rugged, ideal for QRP & mobile. KM1 knee 
mount available, only $14+$3 shipping. Send 
check, cash or M.O. to PADDLETTE CO., P.O. 
' Box 6036, Edmonds, WA 98026; Bob, KI7VY, 
425/743-1429; bham379627@aolicom; www. 
paddlette.com 508-808 


BEAM HEADINGS from your QTH to over 
400 USA & Worldwide locations $20.00. DX- 
ENGINEERING SYSTEMS INC., P.O. Box 
1934 Middleburg, VA 20118-1934; w4het@aol. 
com. FOO 


FOR SALE: CQ/HAM RADIO/QST!73 
magazines and binders. SASE brings data sheet. 
WO6DDB, 45527 Third Street East, Lancaster, CA 
93535-1802. FOO 


ELECTRON TUBES: Transmitting, receiv- 
ing, military obsolete...all types. Large inven- 
tory. Fast delivery. DAILY ELECTRONICS, 
P.O. Box 822437, Vancouver, WA 98682-0053; 
360/896-8856, 800/346-6667, fax 360/896-5476; 
e-mail: daily@worldaccessnet.com; website: 
www.dailyelectronics.net. 807-808 


LOOKING GREAT ON THE WALL behind. 


your equipment. SHERYL WYATT, P.O. Box 
84, Tyler, MN. 56178; www.hamradioprints. 
com. 807-808 


'SMART BATTERY CHARGERS: 5A model 
for larger deep cycle down to 1/4A model 
for smaller QRP lead acid batteries, www.a- 
aengineering.com. A & A ENGINEERING, 
2521 W. LaPalma, Unit K, Anaheim, CA 92801; 


714/952-2114. 2-808 
FOR SALE: REPEATERS, HARDLINE, 
GOOD STUFF. See our website: www.GNARC. 
org. Greater Norwalk Amateur Radio Club 
108-109 


EMBROIDERED HAM RADIO HATS: 
Name, call sign, QTH — $14.99. DAN L. 
WARNER/HOTPRESS, 20406 Rhododendron 
Dr. E, Bonney Lake, WA 98391; 800/862-1221; 
www.hotpresstshirts.com 508-509 


WANTED: LAFAYETTE HA250 Power 
Supply/Base. HOWARD, 450 Hillside Ave., 
Lockland, OH 45215; 513/761-0358. \ 708 


é A&A ete eae ens eet 29... Electrio Radios «0.0... eno oie 32 Olympix Corps cig eiaeienirec 23, , Telewave, Inc. ..-.........45 tes AD 
Amateur Radio/Video News ..... 30 Engineering Systems, Inc........ AT RO Blecwomes (es ie Ga eS: 40 ii Len-fee, Inc.) tic Massa eo 
i Antique Radio Classified........ AF ee EPCOM:.% 'n ieiite emote ae 39%) “Pacifie Antenna 22 40°) Qos. a8 - Ten-Ten International........... 50 
i DNSY OHA EUR IRE he eee AE Adi RZ Hae: eens eee ae en 24 = Palomar Engineers...... 10, 13,23 — Unified Microsystems .......... 50 
f Associated Radios. 0). .tiduics selma 2, +> Ham Radio Outlets aoe tou Qi #yPenny’s Stitehn’ Print’... 26s. 53 Universal Electronics........... 53 
Batteries America/Mr. Nicd...... 25 + HamStuff by W7NN ........... D3 A OCW Goer tis ea ey hie tears Samet 6. WUS Interface Ile aac eank aati 37 
A BHI Limited: (oe us cies) tae 33:41. Ham'FestOnline 4 bend ie bit alalet 8  QMN Handbook/Southwest 4 -Mibroplex Co., The; .).i:).)t0elaaam 50 
5 Bilal Co<sest Sea eee 29 ICOM America, Inc. ........ poor S Michigan Specialty Services. . . 33 VIS Amateur Supply............ 30 
Buckmaster Publishing ......... 27) LX Equipment. tdi cee. cs 50,93). b= OSES: by; W4MBN aco hives ie 4 W2IHY Technologies........... 18 
F Ci. Grane Company .¥5'o)5,54 15 2 )=c 20 : J-ames Pole Antennas .......... 50 RSE Parte A. Assis an tatcimapa eae 20,31, |. WIRG. |) ee 45 
1 Cable:X-perts; Ince cya cine SOs Ren iter On: ee aie EU et ee 12 Radio Club of Webster Communications, Inc. .... 4 
Caps Unlimited 22.004 usmaet yaa: 4° 4” Mackey James Boo) ic septs GAA Junior High School 22, The ...41 ° Wilderness Radio.............. 43 
1 Circuit Specialists, Inc. ......... 53 : Martronics: 5450s ance heer a, Scorpion Antennas..7. 20.jcsie' 36 Wireman, Inc., The/ 
F Courage Handi-Ham System..... 50 Mast Company, PHG essere ee en ae 53. Sign Man of Baton Rouge, The .. . 24 Clear Signal Products ...:.... 48 
Cutting Edge Enterprises......... 2 | MEFJEnterprises, Inc......... 14,15 | Smiley Antenna Co.,The........ 31. WorldRadio Subscription......... 9 
é CW: Touch Kéyers ren eas 42 = Micro Computer Concepts....... 37) 23 StepplR Antennasis fee. cy ete) ules 19 = WorldRadio MART............ 54 
1 DG Ace yIner ee he Lea ee 46 N4PY Software ...........,....4 | Success-Easy/Alternative Arts dnheed 4 . WorldRadio Books, ete....... 29, 55 
DXTENSineering 1. Aue asec ete ae Airs National RE facues weit ees 395), TG BLECtronics acces tite) eras 28 = XMatch Antenna Tuners ........ 50 
ji DIS Storey ea een nea 229E Nid Lady: Theis heed anira 38 T.G.M. Communications ........ 2200" , 
ee 


54 WorldRadio. July 2008 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


e * AERIALS II, by Kurt N. Sterba & Lil Paddle 
Kurt N. Sterba, along with his soulmate, Lil Paddle, take on the world of antennas in order to 
make sure that “Truth, Justice, and the dB claims, shall be correct, and maximum power with 
lowest SWR shall be available for all” rings out across the Amateur Radio world. 80 pp. $10. 00 
+ $3.00 s/h ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $.78 tax, 
_¢ SIX METERS, A GUIDE TO THE MAGIC BAND, 3rd Edition, by Ken Neubeck, 
a WB2AMU 
A labor of love by the author, the book provides comprehensive information on Six Meter equip- 
ment and modes. A little history of the Golden Age of Six Meters is provided along with some 
explanations for the causes of various forms of propagation. 128 pp. $13.00 + $3.00 shipping 
and handling. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $1.01 tax. 
_ ¢ THE EASY WAY, HF ANTENNA SYSTEMS, by John M Haerle, WBSIIR 
First published in 1984, this HF antenna compendium by the late John Hearle is the result of 
information accumulated to assist MARCO members with their antenna systems. The book 
is easy to read, and covers antenna fundamentals, basic, special and beam antennas, with a 
2 section on 160M. Softcover, 8.5"x11", 96 pp., index. $12.00 + $3.00 s/h. CA residents add $.93 
; tax. 
_ e INSIDE AMATEUR RADIO, by Lenore Jensen, W6NAZ 
Interviews with the people who make Amateur Radio the engaging hobby that it is. A col- 
lection of short stories and anecdotes detailing courageous rescues, hilarious situations and 
____ heart-warming tales, as told by the Hams who made them happen, through the “pen” of 
: someone who truly knew what it was about “Inside Amateur Radio.” A must for every Ham 
| shack coffee table. 93 pp. $9.00 + $3.00 shipping and handling. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air 
delivery.) CA residents add $.70 tax. 


¢ WorldRadio 99 CD 

Contains all 1999 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “Aerials,” “Aerials IT,”’ “Aerials III,” 
and an interview with Kurt N. Sterba. MAC & PC compat- 
ible, $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CAresidents, $1.93 tax 


¢ WorldRadio 00 CD 

Contains all 2000 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “40+5 Years of HF Mobileering,” 
“Everything You Forgot to ask About HF Mobileering,” 
“The Little Pistol’s Guide to HF Propagation.” MAC 
& PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CA residents, 
$1.93 tax. 


MorldRadio 
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¢ WorldRadio ’01 CD 

Contains all 2001 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “When the Big One Hits,” “Current 
Issues in Emergency Communications — EMCOMM 
for the new millennium,” “Management of the Amateur 
Radio Emergency Communications Function.” MAC & 
PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. 

CA residents, $1.93 tax. 


Send me the following items: 


Aerials IT 


Six Meters... 


WorldRadio 1999 CD 


WorldRadio 2001 CD 


TOTAL PRICE 


2 Signature 


IdRadio Books, etc. 


¢ WHEN THE BIG ONE HITS, A Survival Guide for Amateur Radio Oueser, by Jerry Boyd, 
KG6LF & Jay Boyd, KN6BP 
Tells Amateur Radio operators what to do to prepare for survival, safety of families and loved 
ones, and perform disaster communications duties efficiently in the face of disaster. 56 pp. $7.50. 
+ $2.00 s/h. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CAresidents add $.58 tax. 

¢ BEST OF BEASLEY, by Robert Beasley, K6BJH 
“Oh, to see ourselves as others see us...” A wacky view of Amateur Radio through the eyes of a 
very clever cartoonist. Great gift for a fellow amateur. 112 pp. $8.00 +$3.00 shipping and handling. 
($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add$.62 tax. 

¢ MANAGEMENT OF THE AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 
FUNCTION, by Jerry Boyd, MS, KW7J, Chief of Police, Retired 
This 48-page booklet discusses the specific management responsibilities of Emergency Coordi- 
nators and other EMCOMM managers. It provides very helpful information for such managers 
on how to efficiently and effectively accomplish those tasks. $8.00 + $1.50 shipping and handling. 
CA residents add $.62 tax. 

¢ CURRENT ISSUES IN EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS — EMCOMM for the new 
millennium, by Jerry Boyd, K6BZ, Chief of Police, Retired 
This very timely, 24-page booklet details the role of Amateur Radio assistance in emergency 
situations. It deals with the organization of a response team, working with different types of com- 
munications, different organizations, preparedness kits, training, media relations and working 
with other radio services. AVAILABLE ONLINE with payment by Visa, MasterCard or American 

_ Express and receive booklet after checkout via download. (www.wr6wr.com, go to products, then 

select books.) $3.00. CA residents will pay $3.23. 


¢ What does the fash- 
ionable Amateur Radio 
Operator wear to keep 
up with the times? Why, 
a WorldRadio LOGO 
WATCH! It comes with a 
classy black leather strap. 
Specify ladies’ or men’s. 
Only $25, no shipping 
charge. CA residents add 
$1.94 tax. 


¢ Guaranteed to make your 
beverage taste better! 
WorldRadio MUG is a 
cobalt blue 11-oz. ceramic 
mug with light blue imprint. 
$8.00+$6.00 s/h. CA resi- 
dents add $.54 tax. 


¢ THE SCIENCE OF 
AUDIO Bob Heil, 
K9EID. This video, pre- 
’ sented in Bob’s own inim- 
itable style, covers audio 
signals, the human ear, 
microphones, phasing, 
parametric equalization, 
and much more! $19.95+ 
$3.00 S&H. CA residents 
add $1.59 tax. 

VHS only 


¢ WorldRadio 2002-2004 
Covers 36 issues of World- 
Radio with searchable 

‘ index. $15.00 + $2.00 s/h. 
CA residents add $1.16 
tax. 


WorldRadio 
2002-2004 


° WorldRadio 2005-2006 
Covers 24 issues of World- 
Radio with searchable 
index. $10.00 + $2.00 s/h. 
CA residents add $.78 tax. 


eeeccceeoceeee Send your order to 


WorldRadio Books ¢ P.O. Box189490 ¢ Sacramento, CA 95818 


Check or money order enclosed for $_ 
Charge my credit card: 
OWVISA 


CiMasterCard C1American Express 


Account Number, Expiration Date 


Name & call (please print) 


Address 


City/State/ZIP 


350 Attend 
EMCOMMWEST In 


Reno 
T_{mcommwest, an ARRL Specialty 
E.convention enjoyed a record crowd of 
over 350 people this year in Reno, Nevada. 
Keynote speaker, Dennis Dura, K2DCD, 


mergency Preparedness and Response — 


Manager from the ARRL, said that he was 
delighted with the convention and that he 
just may have to make this event one of his 
regular visiting sites. Riley Hollingsworth, 
K4ZDH, Special Counsel of the FCC’s 
enforcement Bureau, thanked Amateur 
Radio emergency communicators for their 
hard work with disasters and for assisting 
many agencies. He said that Amateur Radio 
operators should be commended for their 
work in support to their nation and local 
communities. Emcommwest will be back 
next year 01-03 May 2009, once again in 
Reno. For pictures of the event, check the 
website at www.emcommwvest.org 

— Emcommwest, ARNewsline 


First SSTV From 
New Seeds Ham 
Radio Cubesat 


he first Slow Scan Television pic- 
tures have been received from 


(USPS 947000) 
2120 28" Street 
Sacramento, CA 95818 


POSTMASTER: Send this 
page (NOT A COPY — 
THAT’S WASTEFUL!) with 
changes of address to above. 

' (Please include mailing label 
intact. Please do not 
obliterate ANY information 
on the mailing label.) 


the Seeds cubesat satellite which was 
one of seven successfully launched on 
28 Apr 2008. JNIGKZ reports that he 
was one of the first to successfully copy 
and record an SSTV image from Seeds 
and has put it on his website. PA3GUO 
adds that he, too, has received a Seeds 
SSTV transmission along with that of the 
satellite’s digi-talker. The Seeds cubesat 
transmits on a frequency of 437.485 MHz 
using either CW running 110 milliwatts 
or FM at 450 milliwatts output. It sends 
only one stored SST'V picture about every 
two minutes when the satellite is in digi- 
talker mode. More about Seeds is online 
at: http://cubesat.aero.cst.nihon-u.ac.jp/ 
english/blog.html — ARNewsline 


= PA Club Praised 
for its Marathon 


Communications 

adio communications was not behind 

the scenes at Pennsylvania’s Run 
for the Red Marathon on 05 May 2008. 
According to.the Pocono Record, it was 
right in the middle of the event as a pri- 
mary communications conduit. Members 
of the Eastern Pennsylvania Amateur 
Radio Association were stationed every 
two miles along the marathon route. From 
running out of cups at stop No. 7 to report- 


srldRadio 


ing twisted ankles and pulled muscles, 

the 30-member Ham Radio group was 
totally focused on communicating the 
needs of the event. Jerry Truax, N3SEI, — 
of Bartonsville is the county emergency 
coordinator for Amateur Radio. He says 
the group volunteers during emergencies 
as well as at special events. The Associa- 
tion also volunteered for the Black Bear 


- triathlon on 01 Jun 2008. 


— Pocono Record, ARNewsline : 


Hong Kong Club 


Gets Olympic Call 

ME of the Hong Kong Amateur 

adio DX Association have received 
official permission from the Office of the 
Telecommunications Authority authoriz- 
ing them to use the special event call sign 
VR20080 for the period 15 Jul-31 Aug 
2008, to celebrate the 2008 Beijing Olym- 
pics. Operations will be primarily on 40 


cs 


through 10 Meters and VHF on 6 Meters. 


The modes used will mainly be SSB, RTTY 
and PSK 31. QSL direct only to VR2XMT: 
Charlie Ho, P.O. Box 900, Fanling Post 
Office, Hong Kong. There will be noe-QSL 
or Logbook of the World electronic cards _ 
accepted. Preliminary information and — 
QSL card design have been put online at. 
www.qrz.com/vr20080 

— HKARDXA, ARNewsline 
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